
community. The connection would spread 
regionally until the large city pastor had many 
pastors serving in communities under their 
authority.  The smaller communities may have 
had a man grow up in the church who people 
sensed was being called to serve as a pastor or 
priest and they would be sent to the large city 
to train under the pastors in that setting.  I 
guess you can see how this has evolved into 
our system of pastoral training at seminaries 
and appointments under the authority of a 
bishop. 
 

Also I have looked, at the history of how 
pastors and churches in other denominations 
have been connected.  Many fall under a 
system we know as “The Call.”  Where a 
church in one way or another makes known to 
a group of pastors that they need a new pastor.  
They look at resume’s, sometimes go to listen 
to the pastor preach, and interview the 
prospective pastor; after making their 
decision, they reach an agreement with the 
pastor to come and serve their church.  
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THE CROSS & THE FLAME 
VIROQUA AND LIBERTY POLE UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES 

FROM THE PASTOR 

BEING APPOINTED TO  

A NEW CHURCH 
BY PASTOR ETHAN LARSON 

 

As most of you have heard by 
now, I am being appointed to a 
new church effective July 1, 2013.  For some 
people the question is how can a bishop just 
move pastors around without the permission 
of the church or at least the request of the 
pastor? 
 

This quandary is one that many, if not all 
United Methodist Churches, that go through 
this every few years.  It’s a quandary that is 
shared by pastors and churches in a few other 
denominations as well.  For me it’s actually a 
question that I have never asked with the back
-thoughts of, “How dare they move our 
Pastor?”   After, my seventh appointment in 
the United Methodist Church, I’ve often 
wondered about the timing and why would I 
be chosen to go to a certain place; but I have 
never felt the need to challenge the bishops 
right’s, authority, and responsibility to make 
appointments. This was original to me, 
because I grew up in the system with my 
Grandfather, Rev. Lloyd McCormick, serving 
under Episcopal appointments for over 40 
years. 
 

Our system of pastoral appointments, also 
have a historical foundation that goes back to 
the first centuries of the church.  As, the 
church spread from city to city, city to town , 
and eventually villages, quite often the pastors 
would be asked by one of their associates to 
serve at a new church in a neighboring small 
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VIROQUA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

TREASURER REPORT 
MARCH 2013 

 

AS REPORTED BY GREG CHEEVER 

Under this system churches can be without a 
pastor for weeks, months, even years. 
 

Our system has the expectation that the 
church will never be without a pastor and 
the pastor will never be without a church.  
The Bishop, along with the District 
Superintendents, examines the needs of the 
church or churches in a multi-church 
appointment and the strengths of the pastors 
and after prayerful consideration makes the 
appointment uniting congregation (s) and 
pastor (s). 
 

Is our system perfect?  Hardly!  The reason 
our system is not perfect is the same reason 
the “Call” system is not perfect.  It involves 
human beings.  Could it be improved?  Of 
course it could, but with every change new 
problems will arise because you cannot 
remove the key factor that causes the 
problems in the system.  Human beings. 
 

I accept our system because it is where God 
has called me to serve Him and His church.  
My responsibility is to serve where I am 
appointed as long as I am appointed there 
and to pray for the bishop and his cabinet, 
the District Superintendents,  and the 
Assistant to the Bishop; as I do during 
worship service each Sunday, but also 
throughout the week.  If I, and you, keep the 
bishop and the cabinet in our prayers we 
support them in their efforts to follow God’s 
leading. 
 

I believe that God is in control and that God 
will use the bishop to place me where I am 
supposed to be.  I also pray that God will 
prepare me for the churches I will serve in 
the future and prepare the pastor’s that will 
serve the churches that I have served, even 
those I served twenty-five years ago.  I hope 
that you will pray with me in this process. 
 

PASTOR ETHAN  

Checking Account: 

 2013 YTD 

Beginning Balance ….. $3,871.66 $10,785.96 

Deposits ……………… $17,752.90 $41,943.90 

Voided checks (pp) ..... $50.00 $50.00 

Disbursements ………. $13,018.35 $44,123.65 

Ending Balance ……… $8,656.21 $8,656.21 

Savings $6,029.98 ….. $.92 $3.00 

Continued from pg. 1 



THE CROSS AND THE FLAME                                  3 

VIROQUA UMC ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING  
MARCH 21, 2013 

The meeting began at 7:00 p.m. Kathy Hanson opened the meeting with a reading from The Upper Room. 

The minutes of the March meeting were approved. 

 

Members Present: Ethan Larson, Veryel Gerdl, Greg Cheever, Orvis Primmer, Cavan Fang, Janet Welch, 

Kathy Hanson. 

 

Trustees: Orvis Primmer gave the report.  

A deep hole has developed in the parsonage yard. C & C has been contacted to investigate. 

Two bids have been solicited for the hearing loop in the sanctuary. 

Head Start will be renting the Fellowship Hall on May 3 for a parent event. 

Hillyard Cleaning Supply will be phased in to provide cleaning supplies as they need to be replaced. 

Jim Porter will be on vacation from May 6 – 12. 

A handrail will be installed around the elevator in the basement. 

Ceiling tiles will be replaced in the overflow room. 

Lawn services have been purchased for this summer. C & C will apply fertilizer and weed control 3 times 
during the season for a price of $133. 

Someone needs to be found who can construct the planned new altar. 

 

Wills & Memorials: Balance on hand, March 31 was $20,664.49. 

 

Finance Committee: Greg Cheever gave the report. See minutes. 

 

Worship Committee: Cavan Fang gave the report. See minutes. 

 

Missions Committee: No report. 

 

Care & Nurture Committee: Mothers will be recognized on May 12 with carnations. 

The committee will serve the Fortney meal on April 21. 

The committee is working on updating the list of homebound members. Volunteers will be organized to visit 

these members. 

More bulletins need to be provided for Sunday mornings. 

New visitor bags are needed. The committee is looking for ideas about what to use. Tony Rubasch will paint 

the church name and logo on them. 

 

Education Committee: The next meeting is planned for April 22. 

 

United Methodist Women: Janet Welch gave the report. See minutes. 

 

The meeting was adjourned with a prayer for those affected by the Boston Marathon bombing and the Lord’s 

Prayer at approximately 8:00 p.m. 

 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY KATHY HANSON. 
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Viroqua UMC Service Assistants 

Ushers 

 May 5 -  Veryel & Lorraine Gerdl 

         May 12 - Joanne Hornby & Pat Matz 

 May 19 - Layne & Janette Hanson 

 May 26 - Bob & Janet Starr 

Greeters 

  May 5 - Annabel McGarry 

      May 12 - David Peterson 

         May 19 - Shirley Gilman 

 May 26 - Ardith Olson 

Liturgist   

Chuck Seltzer 

 

Ellsworth & Ardith Olson - 25th 

Charles & Rachel Turben - 27th 

Lowell & Carol Hubbard - 28th 

Jeffery & Stacy Matson - 28th  

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

Kathy Hill - 5th 

Brynn Deaver - 8th 

William Marohl - 8th 

May O’Connor - May 9th 

Darin Gardner - 11th 

Carol Hubbard - 12th 

Charlotte Adams - 13th 

Reed Haakenson - 14th 

Thomas Haakenson - 14th 

Larry McGarry - 16th 

John Huschka, Jr. - 20th 

Anne Jacobson - 21st 

Raymond Hanson - 25th 

Joy Hubbard - 23rd 

Brian Funk - 23rd 

Andrew Everson - 29th 

Brittany Deaver - 30th 

Rachel Diehl - 30th 

Liberty Pole UMC Service Assistants 

Ushers/Greeters 

 May 5 - Bill & Tolla Lepke 

 May 12 - Bill & Tolla Lepke 

 May 19 - Jeff & Stacy Matson 

 May 26 - Jeff & Stacy Matson  

Liturgist       

May 5 - Linda Stalsberg 

May 12 - Renae Diehl 

May 19 - Linda Stalsberg 

May 26 - Cyndy Hubbard 

WANTED 

The church is looking for a CD boombox for  

Sunday School and the 8:00 worship service.   

Please call Pastor Ethan or Kathy Hanson  

if you have a working CD player gathering  

dust that you would like to donate. 
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CARE AND NURTURE COMMITTEE 

We met Tuesday, March 12, 2013 at 1:00 p.m. with the 

following members present: John Eumurian, Gloria 

Freilinger, Joanne Hornby, Mary Fox, and Chuck 

Stelzner. 

Chuck opened the meeting with questions to ponder 

about how we could care for Jesus’ flock. Christ had 

asked Peter three times to care for His flock. 

Mary has continued to send cards – both Easter and 

Thinking of You plus Get Well cards. Thank you. 

We plan to honor mothers and women who have taught 

and nurtured children with carnations on Mother’s Day. 

It was brought to our attention that some of the elderly 

who the pastor visits forget he was there. Perhaps if he 

leaves a dated card, the family will know he has been 

there. In addition, we could do some more visits to     

shut-ins and nursing home residents. 

We would like to thank Ann Carlow for the needlework 

she does for our visitor bags. Chuck will be replenishing 

our supply of bags and plans to get our logo printed on 

them. 

We planned our Fortney Hotel meal. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for May 14th at 1:00 p.m. 

John closed the meeting with prayer. 

REPORT RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED   

BY GLORIA FREILINGER 

VIROQUA UMW 

On April 4th the Lydia Circle went to Parkview 

Manor for their annual Bingo Party. Each circle 

member furnished a number of Bingo Prizes. Coffee, 

cake and ice cream were served. The residents who 

attended expressed how much they enjoyed the 

afternoon. 

Members of the Lydia Circle will serve cookies and 

coffee before church during May, June, and July. 

Eleven women from our church have given a “No 

Salad Luncheon” donation with donations from $15 to 

$100 for a total of $625. 

We hope by May 1st many more will give. 

Remember this donation takes the place of what you 

would spend on buying ingredients for salads plus 

time etc. We need enough in our treasury to take us 

through the summer and fall without having to raise 

money other ways. 

Calendar: 

May 2nd -12:30 p.m. Executive Meeting 

May 2nd -1:30 p.m. Lydia Circle,  

           Hester Nelson, Hostess 

REPORT RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY JANET WELCH 

 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

MEMORIAL DAY 
 

8 - 11A.M. 

NEW HOPE UMC 

E2290 ST. HWY. 82 

REDMOUND, WI 

A  

MOTHER’S BLESSING 

We pray that God would touch you 

And fill your life afresh 

With His grace and mercy 

So you’ll know that you are blessed 

For you deserve some time out 

To relax in God’s love 

And reflect on Him with thankfulness 

For His blessings from above 
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VIROQUA UMC FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 

APRIL 16, 2013 
 

The meeting was opened with a prayer by Pastor Ethan.  

Ethan presided over the meeting in Sonja’s absence. 

Members Present: Ethan Larson, Veryel Gerdl, Greg Cheever, Kathy Hanson, Cavan Fang, Bob Starr, Orvis Primmer. 

Veryel gave the Memorial and Designated Funds report. There was very little action in March. The ending balance was 

$20,664.49.  

According to a letter from the UM Foundation, Veryel is the only one with access to view the Foundation statements. 

Orvis made a motion that Sonja be given the information to also have that access. Greg seconded the motion. Motion 

passed. 

Greg gave the Treasurer’s report. See the accounting in the newsletter. Orvis made a motion to approve the report. Bob 

seconded the motion. Motion passed. 

Discussion was held concerning a possible Stewardship Drive. Cavan will create a first draft of a letter intended to go 

out in May. He will e-mail it to the committee for input. 

Ethan read a letter from Good Shepherd Church regarding an audit of the Food Pantry funds. We will ask Sonja for input 

and more discussion will follow. 

The Good Samaritan Fund was suggested as a possible recipient of a donation. 

Orvis made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:55. Veryel seconded the motion. Motion passed. 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY KATHY HANSON. 

            RED ALERT! 
 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  And suddenly from heaven there 

came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.  Divided 

tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.  All of them were filled with 

the Holy Spirit... (Acts 2:1-4a) 

 

Pentecost Sunday is almost here!  This festival is considered the birthday of the Christian church, when we 

remember the coming of the Holy Spirit.  Red is the liturgical color for Pentecost, because red symbolizes the 

"tongues of fire" that signaled the Holy Spirit's arrival upon the early believers.  So to celebrate Pentecost this 

year, we're going to paint the church red!  (Or at least as red as the Trustees will let us.) 

 

On May 19, don't forget to wear your red hats, red shirts, red shoes, red ties, red dresses, red pants, red flannel 

underwear, red socks, red jewelry--any and all things red.  Also, Viroqua church members please bring red ge-

raniums to church to decorate the altar.  After worship, the geraniums will be planted around the church so we 

can show a little Pentecost all summer long! 

 

Pentecost 2012 is coming soon, so get ready to get red! 
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LIBERTY POLE ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD MEETING 

APRIL 4, 2013  

Present:  Bill and Sandy Marohl, Pastor Ethan, Joyce and Brian Funk, Steve and Tamie Thompson. 

Meeting called to order by President Sandy Marohl.  Pastor Ethan led us in a prayer. 

Secretary's Report:  Read and approved. 

Treasurer's Report:  Read and approved. 

Old Business: 

     Bill reported on hiring an exterminator.  Quote from Duell Choice Exterminator:  $200 initial fee to place mousetraps, 

spray and evaluate project.  After that four times a year, at $35 each visit, they will spray and evaluate what needs to be 

taken care of.  Motion by Bill, second by Steve to hire them.  Motion carried. 

     Steve Thompson will take care of taking garbage to Township. 

     We had a discussion about the pew Bibles. We will contact the Worship and Memorial Committees and have them 

make a recommendation to the board about the Bibles. 

New Business: 

     Joyce would like to use Memorials from Fred to pay for Steeple Project in his memory.  Motion by Brian, second by 

Tamie to accept this Memorial. 

     Discussion on ringing the bell before church service.  It was decided that the ushers should ring the bell just before 

the start of our service. 

     Discussion on Staff Parrish members.  There are 11 members; 6 from Viroqua and 5 from Liberty Pole.  Liberty Pole 

currently needs to appoint one more member.  Motion made and seconded to elect    Elizabeth Metz.  Motion carried. 

     Pastor Ethan also mentioned that we need a chair person for the Liberty Pole Worship Committee.  It will be tabled 

until the fall.  We will nominate someone at that time. 

     Pastor also talked about repairs needed on the sidewalk at the parsonage and new curtains/drapes.  Trustees will look 

into these. 

Meeting adjourned, closed with The Lord's Prayer. 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY TAMIE THOMPSON 

  

 
Sugar Creek Bible Camp 

Grandparent and Grandchild Retreat 

August 19-21  

Children need to be 8 years of age or older! 

————— 

Family camp still has openings: 

August 11-14 and August 15-18 

Phone: (608) 734-3113 

E-mail: camp@sgrcreek.org 

Web: www.SugarCreekBibleCamp.org 

Mother/Daughter Camp  

August 23-25  

Daughters need to be 8 years old. 

———— 

Father/Son Camp 

August 23-25 

Sons need to be 8 years old. 
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VIROQUA UMC MEMORIAL AND DESIGNATED 
FUNDS  FINANCIAL REPORT 

MARCH 2013  

The beginning balance on March 1, 2013 $22,661.39 

Income for March 2013 +3.10 

 $22,664.49 

Expenses for March 2013 -2,000.00 

Balance on Hand March 31, 2013 $20,664.49 

  

Designated & Undesignated Account Balances: 

Undesignated Memorials $ 3,927.14 

IG-Nite 229.21 

Library 939.10 

Choir Music 119.09 

Missions 611.56 

Care & Nurture 95.00 

Good Samaritan 140.00 

Howard Ross Memorials 1,246.83 

Member’s Pledge 6,000.00 

Trustees Fund 3,721.75 

M.Y.F. 2,434.14 

M.Y.F. Camping 1,200.67 

 $20,664.49 

  

Endowment Funds:  

Trustees Fund Balance  $255,500.48 

UMC Endowment Fund Balance   $112,557.03 

The above two funds have had a  

Year-To-Date Return of +4.62%. 

(Portions of these two funds are restricted in 

their use by request of the donors. 

Investments are made in accordance with the 

United Methodist social Principals.) 

 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY VERYEL GERDL,  

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 

RELAY FOR LIFE 

THEME: SEASONS OF HOPE 

PARTICIPANTS: VIROQUA AND LIBERTY POLE TEAM 

 DATE: JUNE 7, 2012     

TIME: 4:00—11:30 P.M. 

WHERE: VIROQUA SCHOOL’S TRACK AND FIELD 

PLEASE HELP US BY WALKING OR DONATE TO SOMEONE. 

LUMINARIES WILL BE CREDITED TO MEMBERS TOTALS,  

IF BOUGHT BEFORE BANK NIGHT. 

FILL OUT A FORM AND RETURN IT TO  

HESTER NELSON 637-7313 OR ALICE DIEHL 675-3657. 

THIS EVENT IS SPONSORED BY LOU MINDAR OF STATE FARM. 
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LIBERTY POLE UMW MEETING 

APRIL 10, 2013 
 

Meeting was called to order by President Barb Robson. Members attending:  Barb Robson, Fae and Lynn Zitzner, Stacey 

Matson, Alice Diehl, Beverly Bankes, Judy Cade, Delores Hornby and Tamie Thompson.  UMW Purpose was recited. 

Secretary and Treasurer's Reports:  Read and approved. 

Old Business:  None 

New Business:   

Need to look at UMW Booklet and review the budget to see if any changes need to be made.  We are all to look over and 

will discuss any changes that need to be made at the May meeting. 

    We discussed making kits to send to Conference June 7th.  We decided to make school kits (Beverly is making 8 

school bags), kid’s kits, and women's kits.  Tamie will take inventory of supplies we already have and make a list of 

items we need to complete these kits. 

     Barb has info on Spring Retreats for anyone who is interested.  She also read articles from the newsletter on upcom-

ing events and the need for people to fill positions open in the Coulee Conference. 

     Alice had information on geraniums for May/Mother's Day.  Amy Hardy will have geraniums available at $4 

each.  Alice will get order forms for these. 

     May Fortney Hotel servers will be:  Tom Lohr and Andy Diehl families. 

     Relay for Life will be Friday, June 7th from 4-11:30 pm.  Alice will be our chairperson.  We would like to put to-

gether a basket for the raffle.  She suggested a kitchen theme basket.  Any donations for this would be appreciated. 

     Several prayer requests were made. 

     The need to clean out the blue room and the furnace room were brought up.  Franklin Township Clean-Up Days are 

April 26-27th.  We will try to get together after church in the next of couple weeks to decide what needs to go and take 

to cleanup days. 

    We need to do a performance review on our housekeeper.  Any concerns or comments should be given to Barb. 

     Servers for May will be: Beverly Bankes, Judy Cade and Kimberly Eick. 

     Meeting was adjourned and the Table Prayer was sung.  Servers were Barb and Stacey. 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY TAMIE THOMPSON 

 

May Day 

Do you remember getting a knock at your 
door and finding a handcrafted card or even 

a flower laying at outside your door? I do! 

How about making a card for an elderly 
person to brighten up their day? I do! 

May day is celebrated on the 1st of May, 
and is a celebration of Spring. 
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WORSHIP COMMITTEE MINUTES 
THURSDAY 21 MARCH @ 6:00PM 

 
Present:  Cyndy Hubbard, Ethan Larson, John Eumurian, Lynn Whitney, Priscilla Metz, Eva Metz, Kathy Hanson, 
Cavan Fang 
 
Next meeting: 
Thursday, June 6, at 6 p.m. at Viroqua UMC.  Everyone write this on your calendars now and tell Cavan if you cannot 
attend. 
 
Devotions: 
For this meeting Eva wrote and led the devotions.  Kathy will provide devotions for next time. 
 
Maundy Thursday postmortem: 
46 people attended the Maundy Thursday "Seder Meal".  Everyone who attended gave great reviews.  We are thankful 
for everyone who helped out. 
The ingredient cost of the meal was about $110, plus small amounts used from our pantries. 
Some people had trouble seeing the screen; the print was too small, and the view of the screen's bottom was partly 
obstructed for some of us.  [This will be a general problem when using the projector.] 
 
Prayer Vigil postmortem: 
At least 26 people participated in the prayer vigil, up from 24 in 2012 and 19 in 2011.  Not everyone signed the poster, 
so we don't have an accurate count.  Individually recruiting prayer vigilantes was effective; we think the personal contact 
made a difference.  However, it was difficult to do the recruiting before and after church.  Kathy had good luck getting 
signups by phone.  Cyndy got more signups than last year by passing around the clipboard, possibly because people are 
getting accustomed to having the vigil. 
Kathy notes that some people are intimidated by the idea of participating in a prayer vigil, wondering what they would 
do to fill an entire shift.  Kathy was able to reassure them by giving suggestions and describing the prayer helps 
available. 
 
Weekly Reflection questions postmortem: 
We got no feedback from the congregation, but John's Sunday School class used the questions for discussion.  Kathy 
notes that by reflecting on the questions for a whole week, her thoughts had a chance to develop from day to day. 
If we do weekly reflection questions next year, we should encourage people to pray on them during the vigil. 
 
Good Friday: 
We liked the format of the Good Friday service, where each pastor preached (briefly) on the same scripture and we 
ended up with various different takes on the passage. 
 
Pulpit Supply: 
Ethan will be on vacation in early May.  Art Thelen will preach all three services 5/5, Barb Robson will preach all three 
services 5/12.  We will reschedule the May Communion to 4/28.  Lynn will tell the Viroqua Communion stewards, and 
Priscilla will tell the Liberty Pole stewards. 
We had good feedback from the 4/21 hymn sing.  Many thanks to Pastor Laverne for letting us use it.  At least a couple 
people liked how the hymns worked together in a coherent theme.  Adding Hymn of Promise was a good idea, because a 
lot of people like that hymn.  [We added it at the beginning, to avoid interfering with the theme.] 
Cavan will work on surveying the Viroqua congregation about their favorite hymns, in preparation for the next hymn 
sing (whenever that is).  Priscilla has already surveyed Liberty Pole.  Kathy strongly supports the idea of having a 
unifying theme for any hymn sing we do and also recommends not doing them too often so that they remain a special 
treat.  Lynn suggests doing a hymn sing with newer hymns, which we have not sung too often in church. 
We think it worked well to not announce Ethan's absence on 4/21.  We will continue not publicizing pastor absences 
(though if anyone asks about it then of course we will not lie). 
 
Pentecost 5/19: 
As usual, we will ask the congregation to wear red, and bring geraniums to church on 5/12 (LP) or 5/19 (V).  Cavan will 
recycle the newsletter article.  We think Alice Diehl will plant the geraniums at Liberty Pole, and Lorna Peterson will 
plant them at Viroqua. Continued on pg. 11 
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Pentecost attendance will probably be light because of Syttende Mai. 
We will not do balloons this year.  But anyone should feel free to come up with a festive Spirit-filled display to brighten 
up the Sanctuary.  At Viroqua the choir will wear red and not wear robes. 
 
Outdoor worship 7/21 -- Musical groups update: 
Several of the musical group options we discussed before are off the table.  Our current candidates are: 
Chord Of Three, Men's Chorus, DisChords.  Of there our first choice is the Men's Chorus.  Cavan will ask Dave Guetzke 
if the Men's Chorus would work with us. 
We would like to present the outdoor worship as an Old Time Camp Meeting to commemorate the 165th anniversary of 
the congregation.  However, we will wait and find out whether the new pastor will be comfortable doing this. 
 
Pastor itinerancy: 
Within two weeks we will know who the new Pastor is.  Cavan and Priscilla or Cyndy will meet with the new pastor and 
explain the details of our current worship practice at each church (who stands where and does what when).  Ethan will 
find out what (if any) changes the new pastor wants to make, and if possible Ethan will make the changes before July, to 
ease the transition. 
Eva, Kathy, and Cavan will tell members of the SPRC to formally notify the new pastor that continuing the 8 a.m. 
service is an expectation of the position.  Cavan will advertise in the newsletter for someone to donate a CD boombox, 
because the one currently in use is Ethan’s, and he is taking it with him. 
Ethan's last Sunday here is 6/30.  Laverne will be here that week.  We will move the July Communion to this date so we 
don't hit the new pastor with Communion right away.  To speed things up we will serve by using at least two serving 
lines.  Lynn and Priscilla will tell the Communion Stewards. 
Laverne's last Sunday at New Hope and Retreat United Methodist Churches is 6/16; Ethan will be joining Laverne at 
New Hope and Retreat United Methodist Churches that day.  Chuck Metz will substitute preach at 9:00 and 10:30, and 
Ethan will ask Barb Robson to cover 8:00. 
Ethan and Laverne still want to do a pulpit swap sometime before they leave; they will work out the details. 
The new pastor's first Sunday in the pulpit will be 7/14.  John Eumurian will preach the 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. services on 
7/7, and Ethan will ask Barb Robson to cover 8:00 a.m. service.  We expect a small crowd for the July 4th weekend. 
Viroqua will strongly promote people wearing their nametags for the first month or two with the new pastor; Cavan will 
investigate new magnetic nametags. 
Cavan will ask the Care & Nurture Committee if there will be any Goodbye Ethan or Meet the Pastor events/potlucks/
socials. 
 
Anniversaries: 
We will discuss with the new pastor how to commemorate the 165th anniversary of the Viroqua Methodist congregation 
in 2013, and the 100th anniversary of the Viroqua church building in 2014. 
 
Game Night: 
The Viroqua Care & Nurture will talk about this at their May meeting.  We hope that it can occur before Ethan leaves 
(June 5 would be a good date).  Priscilla will recommend this date to Care & Nurture; if Care & Nurture cannot take this 
on then we will do it ourselves. 
 
Viroqua Altar: 
Ethan has not been able to find a local carpenter who can do the work.  If he can't find a carpenter soon then Ethan will 
hand the project off to Dave Peterson. 
 
Viroqua old choir robes: 
Ethan has not managed to find any takers for the robes.  We think Lorna Peterson knows of a quilting group at Good 
Shepherd who can use the robes for fabric; Cavan will ask her about this. 
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Continued from pg. 10 

Reminder! 

The last day of Sunday School is May 12 for Liberty Pole  

and Viroqua UMC and it’s also, “Sundae Sunday.” 
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DATE SENSITIVE 

THE  CROSS  & THE FLAME  
LIBERTY POLE & VIROQUA UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES  

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Liberty Pole United Methodist Church– 9:00 A.M. 

Viroqua United Methodist Church– 8:00 A.M., Contemporary 

           10:30 A.M., Traditional 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Liberty Pole UMC– 9:15 A.M. 

Viroqua UMC– Adults-9:00 A.M., Children-9:15 A.M. 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
(See inside the newsletter for details.) 

 
 

Pancake Breakfast, pg. 5 
 

Red Alert, pg. 6 
 

Relay for Life, pg. 8 
 

Sugar Creek Bible Camp, pg. 7 
 

 
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.VIROQUAUMC.ORG 


