
As I wrote last year, we know that God is in control  

and we are as safe in the hottest combat zone as we  

are in our living rooms here in Vernon County in 

western Wisconsin.   

 

No matter where our families are, no 

matter where our military personnel 

are, God is still God and He is with 

them and He is with us to comfort and 

mourn with us.   

 
But, God is also there to remind us that for those who 

die trusting in the work of Jesus Christ, death is just 

the pathway to eternal life. A lifetime that will exceed 

even that of Methuselah; a lifetime that will be spent 

serving God and one another with joy that surpasses 

this life’s greatest joy by as much as the years will 

surpass those of this life. 
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A year ago my October newsletter 

article was about trusting God. David 

had just gone off to Afghanistan for what was to be 

just over twelve months, but ended up being just 

under eleven months. As I had gone down to see him 

off and drive his stuff back to Viroqua for 

safekeeping, so too when he returned from 

Afghanistan, I drove his car filled with his stuff back 

down to Fort Bragg, North Carolina. 

 

In that letter, I asked for prayers from those of you 

who had experienced times of separation from loved 

ones because of wars and  military service, for those 

of us who were new to that experience. I wanted to let 

you know that your prayers for David and for those of 

us at home were both gratefully received and 

wonderfully answered. Not only is David home, but 

throughout the year that he was gone we were able to 

leave him in God’s Hands and not worry, except for a 

few days in early June and even that worry was very 

minimal. 

 

Even though David is home now that does not stop or 

even decrease our need to be praying for our men and 

women who are serving in combat zones around the 

world. There are still hundreds of thousands of 

military personnel as well as families to pray for 

every day. With the trouble we have seen throughout 

the month of September, our men and women in the 

military may be called to go out at a moment’s notice 

to protect or rescue other people who have ended up 

in harm’s way. 
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arm and why it didn’t work. This young woman, her 

children were younger than I was, let everyone in her class 

ask hard questions without batting an eye. She was willing 

to admit she didn’t always have  the answers, as when our 

class talked about why God would have let my right arm 

be damaged when it would have been so easy for God to 

step in and keep my arm from being hurt. I can still 

remember the conversation to this day, nearly 50 years 

later. She talked about possibilities and what God could do 

to use me, even with an arm that didn’t work. That 

incident has always informed my understanding of the 

importance of Christian Education. 
 

I hope that you will either take advantage of the 

opportunities we have in our Church to keep learning and 

growing in Christ or that you will answer God’s call to be 

a teacher if He is calling you. 

THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
BY PASTOR ETHAN 
 

What is the role of the Education Committee? It is one that 

seems pretty self-evident, they take care of the educational 

matters in the church. They oversee Sunday School for the 

kids and also for the adults. Viroqua is blessed to have two 

adult Sunday School classes; one of which meets all year 

round. But, the Education Committee handles more than 

just the classes that meet on Sunday morning. 
 

This Committee oversees the Christmas program and 

along with the Pastor they oversee the Confirmation Class.  

They help in the selection process of the recipient for the 

college scholarship that is presented each year to one or 

two Viroqua graduates. They work with and help train the 

acolytes. They help with the Youth Group and help 

encourage children and adults to go to one of our United 

Methodist Summer Camps. 
 

Just as Christian Education is very important for the young 

people in our Church, so too, it is important for our adults.  

The United Methodist Church, as part of the Wesleyan-

Armenian Movement within the Christian faith, has 

always placed an emphasis on “growing in our faith” and 

“going on to perfection.” The word that Wesleyan-

Armenians and others use for this process is 

“sanctification,” being made holy. What this word means 

is that as Christians we need to continually strive, with the 

help of the Holy Spirit, to become more like Christ. 
 

While some people have tried to argue that we think we 

are better than anyone else that is exactly the opposite of 

what Methodists and other Christians have taught.  

Becoming sanctified carries with it the realization of how 

far from God and Christ-likeness we really are. In that 

realization, we are humbled that God knows how sinful we 

are and yet wants to bring us into relationship with Him. 
 

Christian Education helps people,  

young and old alike, come to know  

who Jesus Christ is; it can assist them  

in their process of becoming more  

like Jesus Christ. 
 

I remember a Sunday School teacher I had when I was in 

3rd grade in Whitehall, Wisconsin. I was just getting to the 

place where I could start asking questions about my right 
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Viroqua United Methodist Church Financial Report 

August 2012 

As reported by Greg Cheever 
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Liberty Pole UMC Service Assistants 

Ushers/Greeters 

October 7 -   Wayne & Barb Robson 

October 14 -  Eldon & Judy Gardner 

October 21 -  Eldon & Judy Gardner 

October 28 -  Wayne & Barb Robson 

Liturgist 

Cyndy Hubbard 

Viroqua UMC Service Assistants 

Ushers 

 October 7 - Joanne Hornby & Jerry Schroeder 

 October 14 - Bill & Ann Carlow 

 October 21 - Paul & Sonja Bjerkos 

 October 28 - David & Lorna Peterson 

Greeters 

 October 7 - Annabel McGarry  

 October 14 - David Peterson 

 October 21 - Pat Matz 

 October 28 - Ardith Olson 

Liturgist 

Chuck Stelzner  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Oct. 1 - Janet Welch  

Oct. 1 - Margery Getter, LP 

Oct. 1 - John Burckhardt, LP 

Oct. 2 - Malory Bolstad  

Oct. 2 - Ken Turner  

Oct. 6 - Rita Burckhardt, LP 

Oct. 7 - Jerrid Zitzner, LP 

Oct 7 - Eric Deaver, LP 

Oct 18 - Heidi Hendrickson, LP 

Oct. 18 - Ciara Zitzner, LP 

Oct. 22 - Paul Bjerkos 

Oct. 24 - Leland Diehl, LP 

Oct. 24 - Teresa Gardner, LP 

Oct. 29 - Shirley Gilman  

ANNIVERSARIES  

Oct. 8 - Veryel & Lorraine Gerdl  

Oct. 14 - Cavan Fang & Kristen Parrott 

Oct. 17 - Paul & Sonja Bjerkos   

Oct. 22 - Wayne & Barb Robson, LP 

Oct. 24 - David & Lorna Peterson  

Oct. 24 - Eldon & Judy Gardner, LP  



THE CROSS AND THE FLAME                              5 

CARE AND NURTURE COMMITTEE  
SEPTEMBER 18, 2012 

 

David opened the meeting at 1:00 P.M. with a prayer. The 

following people were present: David Peterson, John 

Eumurian, Gloria Freilinger, Harry Fox, Mary Fox, Chuck 

Stelzner, and Pauline Hauge. 

 

Old Business 

The following things were done and discussed. The 

mailbox was checked. Mary has sent out 19 cards this past 

month. There are no attendance sheets being filled out 

during the early service. How can this be corrected? Also, 

we would like more people to be aware of visitors. Greet 

them and obtain names and addresses either in the visitors 

book or attendance sheets.  

 

New Business 

We would like to have bulletins sent to shut-ins and those 

who have difficulty getting to church. The problem of 

conversation in the coffee room being heard in the church 

was again brought up under the heading of new business. 

Work is continuing on organizing the membership list. 

The budget for 2013 is done. 

We are working on details for the potluck program when 

the Pastor talks about his trip to Africa and we recognize 

new members. 

 

Coming up 

*Bluegrass music at the church Nov. 10 at 3:00 P.M.  

*Fortney Hotel meal in October by UMW. 

 

There’s a Dakota Proverb that states “We will be known 

forever by the tracks we leave.” 

We were reminded to keep our priorities straight so that we 

will hopefully leave the proper tracks. 

 

The meeting was closed by prayer by David  at 2:45 P.M.  

 

Respectfully submitted, Gloria Freilinger. 

VIROQUA UMW 
 

The Executive Committee met Sept. 6, at 12:30 P.M. We 

will need a new treasurer as Annabel McGarry is having 

eye problems. Other officers and the budget for 2013 will 

remain the same. 

 

The Lydia Circle met at 1:30 P.M. on Sept. 6, with Lorraine 

Gerdl as hostess. Joanne Hornby gave the program on the 

Thank Offering. United Methodist Women members are 

invited to give with thanksgiving for the many good things 

God gives us. These offerings can be set aside as they are 

made throughout the year at birthdays, anniversaries, or 

other celebrations. Some use special offering boxes for this 

purpose. Once a year these gifts are brought together in a 

service of thanksgiving. This money is sent to the district 

where it is used on mission projects. We extend the 

invitation to anyone in our church to share in this giving. 

 

Dates to Remember: 

Oct. 3, 9:30 A.M. - Executive Committee 

Oct. 4, 1:30 P.M. - Lydia Circle-Barb Casper, Hostess 

Oct. 19-20 - Conference Annual Gathering,                  

         Sun Prairie UMC 

Oct. 27 - District Day of Enrichment, 

   Peace Richland Center UMC  

Nov.4 - UMW Sunday 

 

Report submitted by Janet Welch 

THANK YOU ! 
I want to thank everyone for the kind words and cards 

I received during my brother’s long illness and then his 

passing. Your kind words and concern were so com-

forting and helpful to me. 

    God Bless You! 

    Annabel McGarry 
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VISITATIONS 
BY THE REV. EYLEEN FARMER 

 

O LORD, my God, my Savior, by day and night I cry to 

you. Let my prayer enter into your presence... 

—Psalm 88:1-2 

Presence. That hard to pin down quality of being with— so 

mysterious that we can hardly tell whether it’s real or not. 

Was that really your husband, the day after his funeral, 

standing at the foot of your bed? Could you possibly have 

caught a whiff of your mother’s perfume? Was there truly 

a hand on your shoulder? Or were you just imagining 

things? 

When I first began my work as a hospice chaplain many 

years ago, I had little knowledge of or experience with 

grieving people. I would have dismissed any and all such 

claims as wishful thinking or figments of an over-active 

imagination. Certainly scientists and psychologists (many 

of them anyway) would say that occurrences like hearing 

the voice of your loved one or seeing their face or finding 

an object left by them are products of the brain’s forlorn 

attempt to come to terms with the loss. A coping 

mechanism, nothing more. 

But during my years of working with people in the throes 

of grief, I heard so many reports of a deceased loved one’s 

presence that I became skeptical of my skepticism. Where, 

I started to wonder, is the boundary between heaven and 

earth? When, exactly, does the spirit leave the body? Are 

life and death absolute categories? The lines, I now 

believe, are less well-defined than I once thought. 

The Nicene Creed, written in the fourth century, affirms 

that God is the “maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 

seen and unseen.” Which is another way of saying that our 

world is full of things not easily verified—or 

contradicted—by scientific investigation. Who am I to 

define the limits of what God can or cannot do? Who are 

you? People who have told me about visitations from 

deceased loved ones nearly always experience them as 

comforting, as gifts to be treasured. Three members of my 

immediate family have died—both of my parents and a 

brother, and I have never experienced a visitation of any 

kind. But how I would love to hear my mother’s lovely   

voice, or see my dad’s laughing eyes, or feel my 

brother’s bashful hug! 

Wherever you are in your grief journey, whatever you 

believe, whatever experiences you’ve had or haven’t had, 

be assured that you are forever in the presence of the One 

who made all things. 

O God, Maker of all things, seen and unseen, be present 

to me today. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS TO HELP 
HOPE 

Weeping may linger for the night, but joy comes with the 

morning. Psalm 30:5                                                                

Almighty and most merciful God, when we are in the 

midst of things we cannot understand, help us hold fast to 

the hope that joy will come to us, perhaps in a way that is 

better than anything we can imagine.  Amen. 

 

COMFORT IN THE MIDST OF DESPAIR                            

O God, you know the emptiness of my heart. Sometimes 

I wonder if you are there—if you hear—if there is any 

hope that my situation will be different. When loneliness 

looms around me, when my questions are unanswered, 

when no one seems to care, when days and nights go on 

and on with no change, when I fall deeper into despair, I 

pray that you will let your peace fall upon me as gently as 

the spring rain that waters the earth. Remind me of your 

unconditional and eternal love for me. Assure me of your 

presence. Fill my heart with the hope that my life is held 

in your hand. Lift my pain so that joy may flow freely 

again through me. I ask this for the sake of your love. 

Amen.  

 

WHEN YOU’RE  FEELING OVERWHELMED                   

Gracious God, when I look at the mound of papers on my 

desk, see the length of my to-do list, think about the state 

of the economy, I feel a deep malaise washing over my 

soul.  It is as if I am being tossed about by waves of 

anxiety, and I can no longer find firm ground on which to 

stand.  Come with your mighty wind and blow the wave 

back to sea that I may be still in the wake you leave 

behind. I ask this for the sake of your love. Amen.                                                                   

Both of our congregations have suffered many losses in the past few years; losses including beloved members of our 

congregations—members that have been involved and active in our churches for many years. Below you will find thoughts and 

prayers that might help you deal with these and other losses and difficulties in your own life.  

Copyright 1999-2011 explorefaith.org. Reprinted with permission of explorefaith.org.  
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Present:  Kathy Hanson, Ethan Larson, David Peterson, Betty Ross, Orvis Primmer, Cavan Fang, Sonja Bjerkos, Janet 

Welch, Veryel Gerdl, and Bob Starr 

Kathy began the meeting with a reading from the Upper Room entitled, “Strong Arm.” 

Worship Committee: Cavan reported that there was no meeting since the last Ad. Council Meeting. October 7 is World 

Wide Communion Sunday.  

Mission Committee: The Committee Meeting was held on Sept. 17 at 1:00 P.M. The meeting was opened with a prayer 

by Pastor Ethan. Those attending were Pastor Ethan, Kathy Stelzner, Lorna Peterson, Janet Starr, Jean Knutson, and 

Rick Schneiderman. 

We discussed our budget. The Mission Committee is willing to take on a project of periodically requesting items needed 

by the Sunbeam Daycare from our church family. We would like the daycare budget removed from the Mission 

Committee. Pastor talked to the daycare management and they can always use canned fruit and art supplies. 

We also need to order more mission envelopes to have in the pews. 

We also discussed our budget with $25.00 a year given to the two local food pantries, Good Shepherd and Living Faith. 

We still need to raise $84.00 for our Paul Webster mission. Hopefully we can complete this with our garden produce 

sales. Thank you for your donations for the Viroqua High School pantry. The need is great for food and personal care 

products at this time. 

Our next meeting is Oct. 15 at 1:00 P.M. 

Care and Nurture Committee: This report was given by David Peterson. Gloria Freilinger will write minutes and bring 

them in. The committee is planning a Pot Luck Dinner with Pastors Ethan and Laverne presenting their trip to Uganda. 

On Saturday, November 10, a Blue Grass and Chili Dinner will be held at our church. (See report on pg. 5) 

Education Committee: This report was given by Kathy Hanson. Sunday School will start this next Sunday and there 

will be three classes because of the age range of our students. Janette, Angie, and Kathy Hanson will be the teachers.  

UMW: This report was given by Janet Welch. (See report on pg. 7) 

History Committee: Plans are under way for displaying the confirmation pictures.  In 2014, our church building will be 

100 years old.  Plans for a celebration are under way. 

SPRC: There has been no meeting. One will be held in October. 

Trustee Committee: This report was given by Orvis Primmer. The State of Wisconsin has stated that our elevator does 

not have to be tested. He stated that it will require $3,000.00 for an automatic door opener on the outside elevator door. 

Plans are being made to reduce the tension on the door to make opening it easier. They have included the automatic door 

opener in their budget. 

Finance Committee: This report was given by Sonja Bjerkos. (See report on pg. 3) 

Wills, Memorials and Gifts: This report was given by Veryel Gerdl. (See report on pg. 7) 

 

Kathy reported that the next IG-Nite will be on Oct. 17. Tom Tarver will discuss his novel Dark Eyes, Deep Eyes; Peter 

Amrhein will discuss Alzheimer’s disease; and Kendra Arch will talk about how to decorate cakes and cookies.  

 

The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer and a prayer for the people suffering in Syria from that country’s 

civil war. 

Respectfully submitted: Robert A. Starr 

VIROQUA UMC ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING  
SEPTEMBER 18, 2012 



THE CROSS AND THE FLAME                                  9 

VIROQUA UMC MEMORIAL & 

DESIGNATED FUNDS FINANCIAL REPORT  

The beginning Balance on Aug. 1, 2012 $33,372.86 

Income for Aug. $792.11 

 $ 34,164.97 

Expenses for August -12,267.51  

Balance on Hand August 31, 2012 $21,897.46 

  

Designated & Undesignated Account Balances: 

Undesignated Memorials $ 3583.52 

IG-Nite 247.66 

Library 939.10 

Choir Music 109.09 

Missions 611.56 

Care & Nurture 95.00 

Good Samaritan 430.00 

Howard Ross Memorials 1358.43 

Trustees Fund 7582.94 

Organ Amplifier 175.00 

Members Pledge 3120.00 

M.Y.F. 2444.49 

M.Y.F. Camping 1200.67 

Total Designated &  
Undesignated Funds 

$21,897.46 

  

Endowment Funds:  

Trustees Fund Balance July 31,2012  $241,676.44 

UMC Endowment Fund Balance  as of 

July 31, 2012 

$106,399.49 

The above two funds have had a Year-To-Date return 

of +6.24%. 

(Portions of these two funds are restricted in their use 

by request of the donors) 

Respectfully submitted by Veryel Gerdl,  

Financial Secretary 

 

 

 
 

 

 

On Wednesday, October 17, starting at 5:30 P.M., we 
will have our next IG-Nite event at the Viroqua UMC. 

 

IG-Nite stands for Inter-Generational Night. The 
entire event is free and is designed to provide fun 
and fellowship for all ages. 

 

Dinner will be served from 5:30-6:15 P.M.  

The free dinner will include:  

 BBQ’s (Sloppy Joes) 

 Cooked squash 

 Beans 

 Fresh vegetables with dip 

 Dessert 

 

The breakout sessions will run from 6:30-8:00 P.M. 

The following sessions will be offered: 

 Book Discussion: Tom Tarver, a frequent guest 
preacher at our churches, will discuss his book 
Dark Eyes, Deep Eyes. (Books are available for 
purchase at either church and at Brambles.) 

 Dessert Decorating Ideas with Kendra Arch 

 Memory Care Discussion with Peter Amrhein 

 Pumpkin Decorating for Children 

 Board Games for All  Ages 

 

Remember, the entire event is free and open to 
everyone. 

Please bring a friend! 
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LIBERTY POLE UMW 

LP UMW members please bring your food to the 
church kitchen prior to 10:00 A.M. on Sunday, Octo-
ber 7. Each family should furnish: 7 chicken breasts 
(Include the broth you cooked them in.), 2 pies, and 
10 lbs. of peeled & cubed potatoes or 2 bags of cab-
bage slaw. 

Our next meeting will be on October 10, at 5:30 P.M. 

 

Don’t forget the Food Pantry Basket in the Narthex is 
in need of items. A season to share is upon us. 

LIBERTY POLE FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

AUGUST 2012  
 

Monthly Receipts $3808.00 

Monthly Disbursements $3455.06 

Year-to-Date Receipts $34,981.57 

Year-to-Date Disbursements $30,680.68 

Balance on Hand on 8/31/12 $1836.80 

Conference Apportionments  

Pd. To Date 
$3948.00 

Missions/Special Gifts  $265.00 

Conference Apportionments  

for the Year 
$8844.00 

Sunbeam Daycare  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are busy!!  We have sixteen children enrolled at Sunbeam now, which is the most we have ever had. Half 
of our kids go to school during the day, so we added more children to fill those spots. This does make for 
scheduling issues and lots of planning when school is not in session. We appreciate your cooperation as we 
work through this. Our license dictates that we have no more than eight children here at a time.  

 

The annual Apple Pie Sale will be starting around the middle of October. This has been a huge success in the 
past - our pies are getting quite a reputation! Order forms will be available at the daycare.  

 

Sunbeam Daycare will again be participating in the City-Wide Fall Rummage sale on October 4 & 5. That is 
just around the corner! If you have any donations, let us know. You can bring them to the daycare or arrange 
to have us pick them up.  

 
Sunbeam Daycare welcomes the following donations: 

Canned Fruits or Vegetables, Paper Towels, Construction Paper, Craft Supplies  

THEMES  

Fall Changes  

Fall Colors  

Apples  

Pumpkins  
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DAYCARE RUMMAGE SALE 
The Daycare will be having a rummage sale on 
October 4 & 5. Anyone wishing to donate items 
should contact Kathy Hanson at  637-8309. 

LIFE LINE SCREENING  
Protect your health by finding out your risk of having a 
stroke by participating in the Life Line Screening that 
will be at Viroqua United Methodist Church on 
Wednesday, November 28, 2012.   

 

By signing up for this health event, not only will you 
be able to receive $10 off any package of $139 or 
more, but the Viroqua United Methodist Church will 
also receive a $10 donation for every member who 
signs up and attends this Life Line Screening event.    

 

To schedule your appointment and to receive this spe-

cial offer, please sign up using the flyers provided at 
the Viroqua United Methodist Church or by calling the 
designated Helping Hands number at: 1-800-324-
9458.   Join in the fight against vascular disease! 

LP UMC CHICKEN NOODLE DINNER 
Liberty Pole UMC’s Annual Chicken Noodle Dinner 
will take place on Sunday, October 7, from      
11:00 A.M.—2:00 P.M. at the Liberty Pole UMC. 

 

Dinner will include homemade noodles with 
chicken, real mashed potatoes and gravy,  a 
vegetable, cheese, buns, coffee, and homemade 
pies. 

 

Adults: $8.00, children ages 6 –10: $4.00, and 
children 5 & under: $1.50. 

Takeouts will be available.  

MAPLEWOOD QUILT SHOW 
The Bethel Foundation Quilt Show Committee is 
seeking entries for the 8th Annual Maplewood Quilt 
Show to be held Saturday, October 13, at the 
Maplewood Terrace in Viroqua. Contact Inga Gerber 
at 637-6358 for more information. 

ONE CLICK TO SUPPORT  

UMCOR 10-FOLD! 
Mark your calendar and spread the word! 
Beginning October 1, 2012, and throughout the 
entire month, an important event called 10-Fold 
will mobilize passionate people to stand up and be 
counted for causes they believe in.  Each week, 
www.10-Fold.org will feature a different United 
Methodist ministry supported by the General 
Board of Global Ministries and the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR). 
Through streaming video and other media, you 
will learn about these amazing ministries that are 
changing people's lives. Best of all, you'll be able 
to help secure tangible support for each project. 
With one click, you can trigger a $1 donation, up 
to $10,000 for each project. 
 

Please visit www.10-Fold.org each week and 
register your interest and tell all your friends too. 
Be counted and be a part of a movement that 
multiplies God's work—10-Fold!  

BLUEGRASS GOSPEL MUSIC FESTIVAL  
The Viroqua Blue Grass & Gospel Music Association is 
having a Fall Music Festival & Chili Supper at the Viro-
qua UMC on Saturday, November 10, from 3-7 P.M. 

CHRISMON MAKING 
The Worship Committee is looking for people to help 
us make Chrismons (church symbols) for our Christmas 
tree decorations. They are needle point on plastic 
canvas. If you know how to make them or would like to 
learn, call Barb Casper at 637-3852. 

tel:1-800-324-9458
tel:1-800-324-9458
http://www.10-Fold.org
http://www.10-Fold.org


Viroqua and Liberty Pole United Methodist Churches 
Post Office Box 127  

Viroqua, WI 54665 
 

PHONE: 608-637-3551 
FAX: 608-637-8193 

E-mail: info@ViroquaUMC.org 
Website: www.ViroquaUMC.org 

info@ViroquaUMC.org 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Liberty Pole United Methodist Church– 9:00 A.M. 

Viroqua United Methodist Church– 8:00 A.M., Contemporary 

        & 10:30 A.M., Traditional 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Liberty Pole UMC– 9:15 A.M. 

Viroqua UMC– Adults-9:00 A.M., Children-9:15 A.M. 

OCTOBER EVENTS 
(See inside the newsletter for details.) 

 

Thursday & Friday, October 4 & 5 
Daycare Rummage Sale 

 

Sunday, October 7 
World Communion Sunday 
LP Annual Chicken Noodle Dinner, pg. 11 

 

Wednesday, October 17 
IG-Nite at Viroqua UMC, pg. 9 

 
Tuesday, October 23 
November Newsletter Deadline at 10:30 A.M. 

 
CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.VIROQUAUMC.ORG 
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