
January 2012          P.O. Box 127, Viroqua, WI 54665 

Laugh Corner Pg.  2 

Job Opening Pg.  2 

Happy Birthday/Anniversary Pg.  2 

VUMC Library Pg.  3 

Cocoa Recipes Pg.  4 

Health & Spiritual Corner Pg. 4 

Calendar Pg. 5 

Sunbeam Daycare News Pg.  6 

Community Calendar Pg.6-7  

Service Assistants Pg. 7 

Liberty Pole News Pg. 8-9  

Viroqua News Pg. 9-11 

January Acolytes  Back 

Bible Doublepuzzle  Back 

Inside this issue: 

Happy New Year! 

    How do you feel 

about 2012?  Over 

the last few years, 

and growing in in-

tensity I have been 

hearing, seeing 

and reading more 

and more about 

the Mayan proph-

ecy that the world, 

or the current age 

or something very 

dramatic is going 

to happen in De-

cember of 2012.  

Some people, who 

have heard the 

predictions, are 

making plans for a 

total collapse of 

civilization as we 

know it, others are 

preparing for the 

end of the world, 

others most likely 

are doing little to 

nothing either be-

cause they don’t 

believe it or they 

figure there is 

nothing that they 

can do about it so 

they will just keep 

on keeping on. 

    How do, or how 

should we, as 

Christians, look at 

prophecies like this?  

We have our own 

end time’s prophe-

cies throughout the 

Old and New Testa-

ments. So, should 

we take seriously 

what the Mayan 

people recorded and 

believed, and pre-

pare for an end of 

the world as we 

know it? 

    Well, while we 

have our own end 

time’s prophecies 

they are very differ-

ent from what the 

Mayan writings fore-

cast.  From what I 

have read some of 

the Mayan writings 

say that the world 

will be destroyed in 

a great flood; well 

we have God’s 

promise that a great 

flood will not be 

used to bring about 

the end of the age.  

The Mayan prophe-

cies give a specific 

date to look at, 

whereas Jesus told 

us that not even He 

knew the hour or 

the day upon which 

His return would 

happen.  My belief is 

that December 21st 

of 2012 will have its 

disasters, some 

natural some of hu-

man creation but it 

will not be the day 

that the world ends. 

    Some experts say 

that the system of 

translating the Ma-

yan calendar into 

matching date with 

our calendar is off 

by anywhere from 

50 to 100 years.  

Others say that the 

same Mayan calen-

dar has dates be-

yond December 21st, 

2012. 

    Does all of this 

mean that the end 

of the world as we 

know it is never go-

ing to happen?  No, 

in fact with the 

threats coming from 

North Korea, Iran 

and other places 

around the globe as 

well as our own 

Christian prophe-

cies the end of the 

Which Prophesies are 

you listening to? 

With open hearts & open minds…. 

Rev. Ethan Larson 

The Cross & The Flame 

 Special Points of Interest… 

 

 HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! 

 Now We’re Cooking! 

 Snow Days are coming, 

but where’s the snow? 

 SPRC Training, more in-

formation inside 

 So much information on 

praying, what are you 

waiting for? 

 Thank You note... 

Continued on Page 4 
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Joyce Funk - January 1st 

Isaiah Zitzner - January 3rd 

John Eumurian - January 4th 

Lloyd Keesler - January 4th 

Veryel Gerdl - January 5th 

Mark Everson - January 14th 

Joe Funk - January 16th 

Hazel Hendrickson - January 22nd 

Bonnie Hanson - January 23rd 

Tammy Gardner - January 25th 

Craig Starr - January 29th 

Happy Birthday from the Viroqua & Liberty 

Pole United Methodist Churches!!! 
Arnold & Shirley Haakenson—January 28th 

Men in Heaven - Who is the 
Head of the Household?  
At the end of the age when all the believers were standing in 

line waiting to get into heaven, God appeared and said, "I 

want all the men to form two lines. One line will be for the 

men who were the true heads of their households. The other 

will be for the men who were dominated by their wives."God 

continued, "I want all the women to report to St. Peter."The 

women left and the men formed two lines. The line of men 

who were dominated by their wives was seemingly unending. 

The line of men who were the true head of their household 

had one man in it. God said to the first line, "You men ought to 

be ashamed or yourselves. I appointed you to be the heads 

of your households and you were disobedient and have not 

fulfilled your purpose. Of all of you, there is only one man who 

obeyed me. Learn from him." Then God turned to the lone 

man and asked, "How did you come to be in this line?" The 

January Laugh Corner 

Viroqua & Liberty Pole  

United Methodist Churches  

are looking for a Part Time Secretary 
The position is part time, 5 days a week, 4 hours a 

day for a total of 20 work hours.   

For more information on the position please feel 

free to contact the church at 608-637-3551. 

Training is available. 
For an application please stop in at the Church 

office (221 S. Center Ave., Viroqua, WI 54665) or 

call ahead at 608-637-3551. 
 

Thank you so much! 

Heads Up...Mark Your Calendars!!! 

 

2012 SPRC Training is Scheduled 

for the Capital Coulee Region 

 

February 4th at Platteville UMC 

9:00 a.m. to 11:30 p.m. 

1065 Lancaster Street, 

Platteville, WI 53818 

 

February 4th at Lodi UMC 

1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

130 Locust Street, 

Lodi, WI 53555 

 

PLEASE SHARE WITH YOUR COMMITTEE, 

ESPECIALLY YOUR NEW SPRC MEMBERS 

 

To register for the training, please contact me 

(information below) by January 30th. 

Sherry Malone 

Phone: 608-837-0056 

Toll Free: 888-240-7328 

Fax: 608-837-8305 

Email: smalone@wisconsinumc.org 
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Have you visited the Viroqua United  

Methodist Church Library recently?  

 If not, you are missing out! 

Here’s something we offer that might  

interest you: 

 

Small Children (Book) 

God’s Love 

The Wonder’s of God’s World 

Page by page, this charming little book 

reveals how God’s love protects and 

comforts us throughout the day. 

Family (Home 

or On-The-Go Game) 

Biblical Trivia- Trivia Games  

2514 Questions & Answers 

from the both Testaments.  

Great way to test your knowledge and grow it.  

Adult (Inspirational) 

How To Pray:  The Best of John Wesley on 

Prayer  

Barbour Publishing 

Underlying all of John Wesley’s amazing 

achievements was most definitely his de-

votion to prayer.  Drawing on Wesley’s 

many writings, this book provides a 

glimpse into his heart of prayer. 

Adult (Spiritual Guide) 

Blood Brothers 

By. Elias Chacour with David Hazard 

As a child, Elias Chacour lived in a small 

Palestinian village in Galilee. The towns-

people were proud of their ancient Chris-
tian heritage and lived at peace with their 

Jewish neighbors. But early in 1947, their 

idyllic lifestyle was swept away as tens of 

thousands of Palestinians were killed and 
nearly one million forced into refugee camps. An exile in his 

native land, Elias began a years-long struggle with his love for 

the Jewish people and the world's misunderstanding of his 
own people, the Palestinians. How was he to respond? He 

found his answer in the simple, haunting words of the Man of 

Galilee: "Blessed are the peacemakers." In Blood Brothers, 

Chacour blends his riveting life story with historical research 
to reveal a little-known side of the Arab-Israeli conflict and 

the birth of modern Israel.  

He touches on controversial questions such as "What be-
hind-the-scenes politics touched off the turmoil in the Middle 

East?", "What does Bible prophecy really have to say?", and 

"Can bitter enemies ever be reconciled?"   

**Don’t forget to come and check out the other selections 
throughout the Library! 

From  

Our       

Library 
Join us For: 

Downhill Tubing, Broomball, Cross-
Country skiing, Ice Skating 

(Lunch & Hot Chocolate included) 

A GREAT Event for: 

Individuals, Families, Scout Troops, 4-H 
Groups, Youth Groups, School Groups 

 

January 15 & 29 1:00-5:00 pm 

February 12 & 26 1:00-5:00pm  

 

WWW.LWBC.ORG/SNOW 

Part of LWBC Community Days 

Cost: $4.00 (Max of $20/family) 

Living Waters Bible Camp 

E8932 Reo Ave., 

Westby, WI 54667 
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1. Love Your Lemons... Drink-

ing the juice of one lemon 

with twelve ounces of warm 

water in the morning can ac-

tivate your liver to flush out 

toxins and cleanse your intes-

tines. 

2. Detox with a Soothing Soak... Combine one 

teaspoon each of Epsom salts, cinnamon, 

eucalyptus, fennel, peppermint and winter 

green into a drawstring bag; place the bag 

into your bathwater for several minutes and 

then step in for a long, relaxing soak. 

3. Expel with an Exhale... Sit comfortably in a 

chair, on your bed or cross-legged on the 

floor.  Close your eyes and relax your face 

and tongue.  Take long deep breaths.  Envi-

sion the word, “calm” blanketing your body 

as you exhale. 

4. Cleansing Chorophyll... Give your body a 

cleansing boost and make sure you are re-

ceiving adequate amounts of this blood-

purifying compound by mixing a powder or 

barley, wheat grass, spirulina, blue-green 

algae, or chlorella into a glass of water or 

cup of green tea. 
http://health.yahoo.net/experts/drmao/4-simple-

detox-steps-boost-longevity 

Spiritual Health:  A Recipe for Basic Prayer... 
Clearing (5 minutes): Use this time to relax and let your 
soul catch up with your body.  Take a series of deep 
breaths, letting them out slowly.  Try to clear away any 
obstacles you my have brought with you. 
Focusing (5 minutes): You may with to read a few verses 
from Scripture or another writing you consider sacred.  
Be prepared with a question knowing that the question 
you have may not be the subject God wants to talk 
about. 
Listening (10 minutes): Pay attention to the thoughts and 
voices that enter your head.  Don’t decide too quickly 
that they’re not of God.  Instead, try to gently trace the 
origins, paying attention to your gut feelings about 
them. 
Asking (5 minutes): God does want you to ask for things 
in prayer, however, God wants you to ask from your tru-
est self.  Chances are good that whatever is in the BEST 
interest of your truest self is of more interest to God 
than it is even to you. 
Thanking (5 minutes): Gratitude is one of the most POW-
ERFUL spiritual forces there is.  End your prayer time 
with gratitude.  It is the surest way to set yourself up for 
continuing to invite Jesus to the head of your internal 
table throughout the day. 
 

4 Simple 

Detox Steps 

to Boost 

Longevity 

world will come at some 

point in the future, but 

it will not be December 

21st, 2012. 

    As Christians we be-

lieve that as the Proph-

ets of the Old Testament 

foretold Jesus’ coming, 

His ministry, his death 

and resurrection, and 

that His return is fore-

told by both the Old Tes-

tament and the New Tes-

tament that this will 

happen.  It may be soon, 

it may be years, even 

decades away but it will 

happen. 

    Our responsibility is 

to live our lives before 

God, and the rest of hu-

manity, in holiness and 

righteousness. We do 

not know the hour or 

the day, but we know 

He is coming.  We 

should follow Paul’s in-

structions from I Thes-

salonians 4:18, 

“Therefore encourage 

each other with these 

words.” 

Continued from Page 1 Health Corner For Healthy Living 

Now We’re Cooking Corner 

Maple Hot Chocolate 

Ingredients 

2 Cups whipping    

 cream 

6 Cups of milk 

1 t. vanilla 

1 (12 oz.) bag white 

chocolate chips 
 

Garnish: whipping 

cream & candycanes 

Ingredients 
1/4 C. sugar 

1 T. baking cocoa 

1/8 t. salt 

1/4 C. hot water 

1 T. butter 

4 C. milk 

1 t. maple flavoring 

1 t. vanilla extract 

12 large marshmallows 

Directions:  In a large saucepan, combine sugar, cocoa and 

salt. Stir in hot water and butter; bring to a boil. Add the 
milk, maple flavoring, vanilla and 8 marshmallows. Heat 

through, stirring occasionally, until marshmallows are 

melted. Ladle into mugs and top each with a marshmallow.  

Directions:  Stir together the whipping cream, 
milk, vanilla, and white chocolate chips in a slow cooker.  Cover and 
cook on low for 2 to 2 1/2 hours, stirring occasionally, until mixture 

is hot and chocolate chips are melted. Stir again before serving. Gar-
nish with whipped cream and candy canes, as desired. 

Ingredients 

1 cup milk 

3 tablespoons in-

stant hot 

chocolate mix 

1 teaspoon ground 

cinnamon 

1 pinch cayenne 

pepper 

Directions: Mix the hot 

chocolate mix, cinnamon, 
and cayenne pepper together in a 

mug. 

Pour the milk into a glass measuring cup; 

heat in microwave on High 
until it begins to boil, about 2 

minutes. Slowly pour over 

the mixture in the mug, stir-

ring with a small whisk as 

Mayan Hot Chocolate 

 Snow Flake  

Cocoa 
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 January 2012 
Matthew 36-44: "But the exact day and hour? No one 

knows that, not even heaven's angels, not even the Son. 
Only the Father knows. "The Arrival of the Son of Man will 
take place in times like Noah's. Before the great flood every-
one was carrying on as usual, having a good time right up to 
the day Noah boarded the ark. They knew nothing—until 
the flood hit and swept everything away. "The Son of Man's 
Arrival will be like that: Two men will be working in the 
field—one will be taken, one left behind; two women will be 
grinding at the mill—one will be taken, one left behind. So 
stay awake, alert. You have no idea what day your Master 
will show up. But you do know this: You know that if the 
homeowner had known what time of night the burglar 
would arrive, he would have been there with his dogs to 
prevent the break-in. Be vigilant just like that. You have no 
idea when the Son of Man is going to show up. 

Sunday, January 1st 
8:00am Viroqua UMC Early Worship Service 
9:00am Liberty Pole UMC Worship Service 
10:30am Viroqua UMC Worship Service 
 
Wednesday, January 4th 
9:30am V UMW Executive Meeting  
1:15pm  Prayer Group @ (V) 
3:30pm Confirmation @ (V) 
6:00pm Choir Practice  
 
Thursday, January 5th 
1:30pm Lydia Circle  
 
Friday, January 6th 
9:00am Pastor Larson @ Cornerstone 
 
Sunday, January 8th 
8:00am Viroqua UMC Early Worship Service 
9:00am Liberty Pole UMC Worship Service 
  Sunday School (during service) 
9:00am Viroqua UMC Sunday School (adults) 
9:30am Viroqua UMC Sunday School (children) 
10:30am Viroqua UMC Worship Service 
12:30pm Pastor Larson @ Charge Conference 
 
Tuesday, January 10th 
1:00pm (V) Care & Nurture 
6:30pm (V) Trustees 
 
Wednesday, January 11th 
1:15pm  Prayer Group @ (V) 
3:30pm Confirmation @ (V) 
5:30pm LP UMW Executive Meeting 

6:00pm Choir Practice 
 
Thursday, January 12th 
5:30pm Joint Worship @ (V) 
 
Sunday, January 15th 
8:00am Viroqua UMC Early Worship Service 
9:00am Liberty Pole UMC Worship Service 
  Sunday School (during service) 
9:00am Viroqua UMC Sunday School (adults) 
9:30am Viroqua UMC Sunday School (children) 
10:30am Viroqua UMC Worship Service 
 
Monday, January 16th 
1:00pm (V) Missions Meeting 
5:30pm (V) Education Meeting (potluck) 
 
Tuesday, January 17th 
1:00pm LP Esther Circle 
6:00pm (V) Finance 
7:00pm (V) Ad. Council 
 
Wednesday, January 18th 
1:15pm  Prayer Group @ (V) 
3:30pm Confirmation @ (V) 
6:00pm Choir Practice 
 
Sunday, January 22nd 
8:00am Viroqua UMC Early Worship Service 
9:00am Liberty Pole UMC Worship Service 
  Sunday School (during service) 
9:00am Viroqua UMC Sunday School (adults) 
9:30am Viroqua UMC Sunday School (children) 
10:30am Viroqua UMC Worship Service 
 
Wednesday, January 25th 
1:15pm  Prayer Group @ (V) 
3:30pm Confirmation @ (V) 
 
Saturday, January 28th 
1:00pm Praise & Prayer @ Temple Theater 
 
Sunday, January 29th 
8:00am Viroqua UMC Early Worship Service 
9:00am Liberty Pole UMC Worship Service 
  Sunday School (during service) 
9:00am Viroqua UMC Sunday School (adults) 
9:30am Viroqua UMC Sunday School (children) 
10:30am Viroqua UMC Worship Service 
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January Themes 

Happy New Year 

Winter Animals 

Winter Activities 

Groundhogs and Shadows 

 

 

 

Notes 

 All of us at Sun-

beam Daycare are 

grateful for your sup-

port during the past 

year.  If there is any-

thing we can do to 

serve you better, 

please let us know. 
 The Daycare will be closed 

on Monday, January 2nd 

for the New Year holiday. 
 Be sure your children have 

boots warm, coats, hats and 

mittens at the Daycare.  We 

will be going outside when-

ever we can. 

 

Sunbeam Daycare Welcomes 
The Following Donations: 

 Juice, Canned Vegetables,  
Canned Fruit, Toys, Games, 
Construction Paper, Trash 

Bags (13 gal), Paper Towels, 
Paper Plates. 

 
Thank You to those 
who have donated 
items recently!!! 

 
FO R UPDA TE S PLE A SE  

CHE CK O U R WE BSI TE ,  

WW W.VI RO Q UAUM C.O R G

/DAY CARE / I NDE X .HTM L  

Community Upcoming Events 

For You, Your Family and Friends! 

Date Event 

January 7 
La Farge 

Winter Festival– Kickapoo Valley Reserve; Family fun winter 
activities including skating, sledding, skiing, archery, snow 
sculpture, ice cave hikes, chain saw carving, birds of prey 
presentation, face painting, horse-drawn bobsled rides, snow-
shoe exhibit, Tristate Malamute Club Sled Dog Race and 
weight pull, mutt race, horse drawn tours and snow cave.  To 
view full schedule visit http://kvr.state.wi.us/winterfest 

January 7 
La Farge 

Chili & Bread Contest– Kickapoo Valley Reserve; La Farge 
Lions Club will be holding the 12th annual chili and bread 
contest at the KVR Winter Festival on January 7, 2012.  If 
interested in entering, please notify the KVR by January 7, 
2012. 
Phone: 608-625-2960 
Email: Kickapoo.reserve@krm.state.wi.us 

January 7 
Onalaska 

YMCA New Year’s Resolution Walk/Run-  Race Start Time: 
8:00 a.m.  Register online.  Race options include 5-Mile Run, 
5K Run, 5K Walk and Treadmill options.  Please visit 
http://www.laxymca.org for more information. 

January 11 
La Crosse 

Midwest Farm Show– 34th annual Greater Midwest 
Farm Show (9am-3:30pm).  Many booths including 
some 300 farm company reps on-hand to demonstrate 
new products and services, “Live Creatures” with Wild-
life Educator Martha Herbert, La Crosse County Health 
Department and Gundersen Lutheran health clinics 
including FREE hearing tests, PAD, Skin Cancer and 
Blood Pressure checks.  Open to the Public. 

January 14 
La Farge 

Snow Shoe Hike– Kickapoo Valley Reserve; Partici-
pants will have the chance to try traditional and mod-
ern snow shoes.  Kid and adult sized snowshoes will be 
available for use. 1:00-4:00 p.m.  Fee: $5/KVR Friend; 
$2.50/Kids 12-18.  Register by January 7, 2012.  Call 
608-625-2960 to register. 

January 14 
West Salem 

Tom Pease & Stuart Stotts Show– Heider Center, 405 
E. Hamlin Street; Tom & Stuart are well-known favorite 
family entertainers around Wisconsin, whose concerts 
are filled with humor, joy and lots of audience partici-
pation.  It’s a show that’s guaranteed to be fun for the 
whole family and will leave you laughing, singing and 
remembering.  Show starts at 2:00 p.m.  Tickets are 
$6.00.  Please feel free to visit tompease.com for more 
information. 
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Viroqua UMC Service Assistants 

Ushers 

January 1: Joanne Hornby & Dan Casper 

January 8: Orvis & Janice Primmer 

January 15: Linda & Melissa Weilnau 

January 22: Chuck & Mary Mulvaney-Kemp 

January 29: Cavan Fang & Jerry Schroeder 

Greeters 

January 1: Annabel McGarry 

January 8: David Peterson 

January 15: Gloria Frelinger 

January 22: Dan Casper 

January 29: Ardith Olson 

Liturgist 

Sonja Bjerkos 

Liberty Pole UMC Service Assistants 

Ushers/Greeters 

January 1: Barb & Wayne Robson 

January 8: Barb & Wayne Robson 

January 15: Brian & Tamra Gardner 

January 22: Youth 

January 29: Brian & Tamra Gardner 

Liturgist 
Wayne Robson 

 

...Continued Events 
January 21 
La Crosse 

The Wonderful World of Oz Exhibit– Children’s Museum, 207 
5th Ave. S.; Explore this new exhibit themed around the Wonder-
ful World of Oz!  Admission included in museum entrance fee.  
Please visit http://www.funmuseum.org for more information. 

January 21 
Chaseburg 

Chaseburg Snowtrailers Trail Days– Chaseburg Legion Park; 
Trail rides, BBQ chicken and parade. 

January 21 
La Farge 

Poplar Basket Workshop– Kickapoo Valley Reserve; Learn to 
make a basket from the bark of a poplar tree.  Attendees will 
hear how to collect the materials needed & watch a short video of 
the peeling process.  Materials will be supplied.  If possible please 
bring any or all of these tools: jig saw, drill, belt sander, hammer 
and utility knife.  Some tools will be provided.  9:00 a.m.—4:00 
p.m.  Fee: $45 w/ $10 materials fee payable to instructor.  Regis-
ter by January 6th, 2012 (608-625-2960) 

January 21 
La Farge 

Dam Phunski Cross Country Ski Race– Kickapoo Valley Reserve; 
10k, 5k, and 1k point-to-point courses will be offered.  Proceeds 
benefit the Kickapoo Valley Reserve and Vernon Trails.  To 
Register call 608-625-2960 

January 21 
Onalaska 

NAHL Coulee Region Chill Hockey– Coulee Region playing 
Chicago.  Game starts at 7:00 p.m.  For more information or to 
check other games on the schedule please visit the NAHL Chill 
hockey website at 
http://crchill.pointstreaksites.com/view/crchill/headlines 

January 22 
La Crosse 

The Magic School Bus Live! (The Climate Challenge)- Viterbo 
Fine Arts Center, 900 Viterbo Drive; Ms. Frizzles students are 
putting on a play about global warming! 
Tickets: $9-$15 show starts at 3:00 p.m. Call 608-796-3100 or visit 
http://www.viterbo.edu for ticket info. 

January 27 
La Crosse 

The Glass Menagerie– La Crosse Community Theatre; Come 
check out the classic American drama about Tom, Amanda and 
Laura Wingfield, a family trapped by their own illusions.  Cost: 
$22.50, 7:30 p.m. 118 Fifth Avenue North, La Crosse, WI 54602 

  

January 28 
La Farge 

Cross-Country Ski Workshop– Kickapoo Valley 
Reserve; Learn proper classic technique including 
basic stride and glide, fall recovery, proper pole 
positioning, turning techniques, and speed control.  
Open to all levels.  Some ski equipment will be 
available for use.  Please call to reserve your size. 
1:00-4:00p.m. (608-625-2960) 

January 28 
January 29 
La Crosse 

Out of Russia Under Cover: The Music of Dmitri 
Shostakovich; Viterbo Fine Arts Center Recital 
Hall, 900 Viterbo Drive, La Crosse, WI.  Satur-
day: 7:30 p.m.—Sunday: 3:00 p.m.  Admission is 
$20.00; Join the Artaria String Quartet for an 
extraordinary weekend exploring six of 
Shostakovich’s string quartets over the course of 
two concerts 
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LIBERTY POLE FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
 

 

November 
2011 

 

Monthly  Receipts $3,876.85 

Monthly Disbursements $6,753.45 

Year-to-Date Receipts $56,424.73 

Year-to-Date  Disbursements $56,726.05 

Balance on Hand (11/27/11)  $3,041.78 

Conference Apportionment Paid to Date $3,548.00 

Missions/Special Gifts $1,150.00 

Conference Apportionments for the year  $9,072.00 

By. Bill Marohl 

Liberty Pole News L.P. Administrative Board Meeting 
Respectfully Submitted By. Tamie Thompson– Secretary 

Liberty Pole UMW 
December 2011 

UMW meeting date is 
1-11-2012, 5:30 p.m. 

 

Hostesses serving will 
be Fae Zitzner & Bar-

bara Robson. 
 

Esther Circle will 
have the program. 

 
Esther Circle will 

meet the 3rd Tuesday 
at 1:00 p.m.– at the 

Church.  This is a 
temporary time for 
the winter months.  

By. Beverly Bankes 

Present: Ramona Thompson, Barb Robson, Fae 
Zitzner, Odean Robson, Bill & Sandy Marohl, Pastor 
Ethan, Steve & Tamie Thompson. 

Meeting was called to order by Sandy.  Pastor Ethan led us in 
prayer. 
 
Secretary’s Report was read and approved. 
Treasurer’s Report was read and approved. 
 
Old Business: 
Snow removal was discussed.  The Robson boys across the road 
agreed to shovel snow for Sunday morning church services.  Mo-
tion was carried by Fae and seconded by Bill to hire them.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Steve gave an update on our membership.  He explained about the 
members being put on the list to remove and the members who 
wish to be moved to constituency.  We have 128 members as of 12-
6-11. 
 
The carpet has been cleaned and Scotchguarded.  This bill was paid 
for by donations. 
 
New Business: 
Barb questioned our liability insurance policy.  Does it cover 
church parking in the old LP School driveway which is now private 
property?  Bill will check on this. 
 
The Confirmation stand has been taken down.  It is too congested in 
that location and is a tripping hazard.  Need to relocate it.  Council 
members will think about this and take suggestions where it should 

December, 2011 

be placed. 
 
The need for additional Hymnals was 
brought up.  There is a box with more 
Hymnals in the Blue Room.  They were 
distributed throughout the church after 
the meeting. 
 
A question was made about our policy on 
borrowing of church property.  The pol-
icy states only LP Church members may 
borrow church property.  It must be 
signed out on the list in the kitchen.  The 
tables in the basement are not to be taken 
out of the church.  If you need tables the 

...continued on page 9 
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    October 2 

Viroqua Administrative 

Council Meeting  

December 20, 2011 

Respectfully  
Submitted by  

Robert A. Starr 

Present: Kathy Hanson, Ethan Larson, David 

Peterson, Janet Welch, Charles Stelzner, Ardith 

Olson, Greg Cheever, Cavan Fang, Robert 

Starr. 

Kathy opened the meeting with a reading 

from the December 13th Upper Room entitled, 

God’s Grace is sufficient. 

Worship Committee: This report was given by 

Cavan.  The Committee suggested we avoid 

an overfull schedule by avoiding overlong 

presentations or too many presentations on a 

given Sunday.  Kathy reported that our re-

stored organ is wonderful and the Organ Pro-

ject should be finished in January 2012.  The 

Organists have been playing it and enjoying it. 

Mission Committee: The committee has not met 

this month.  $1,189.75 has been raised for our Paul 

Webster Mission in Zambia. 

Care & Nurture Committee: David reported that 

the Fortney Hotel Meal was served on Sunday Eve-

ning and it went well and was appreciated.  The 

Shepherds Walk is coming up.  The Education 

Committee will be serving the Hotel Fortney meal 

in February. 

Education Committee: They have not had a 

meeting, but produced a marvelous Children’s 

Christmas program.  The music was excellent.    

UMW Report:  Janet Welch gave the report and it 

will be in the Cross and Flame News Letter.  This 

group of wonderful ladies provided cookies and 

other goodies after the Christmas program. 

History Committee: No Meeting. 

SPRC: It was learned that our find church secretary 

is resigning her position on January 7, 2012 and is 

going to begin a course in CAN (certified nursing 

assistant).  Her goal is to become a Nurse Midwife.  

The Committee will be looking for a replacement.  

We wish to thank Stephanie for her good work and 

wish her well in her new vocation.  The position of 

Church Secretary is 20 hours per week (5, 4-hour 

days). 

Trustee Committee: A new sign for our church has 

been purchased and it will be placed near the 

southwest corner of the building.  It will be illumi-

nated and can be read from both directions.  The 

footing for the sign has been set and very soon it 

will be in place.  This will be a wonderful addition 

to our church.  Aren’t the new windows above the 

West and South Doors beautiful?  I hope to see our 

logo, Cross & Flame, in the windows.  It has come 

to the Ad. Council’s attention that the Narthex is 

often cluttered.  It was suggested that someone 

should probably improve the clutter. 

Finance Committee: This report was given by 

Chuck and a summary will be in the Cross and 

Flame News Letter. 

Wills/ Memorials and Gifts:  This report was given by 

Veryel Gerdl. 

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer at 8 

pm. 

old ones are stored at Connie and Ike 
Zitzner’s.  These may be borrowed. 
 
LP Church was named as a beneficiary in 
Clayton Weber’s Will.  The amount has not 
been finalized. 
 
Committee vacancies need to be filled for 
Charge Conference.  This will be tabled until 
next meeting. 
 
Ramona suggested giving a monetary dona-
tion to Tshalla Mwengo.  It was decided to use 
the extra money from the Webster Mission 
and carpet donations. 
 
Pastor Ethan was asked to teach in Uganda 
again.  This will be in May. 
 
There will be a potluck dinner after the 
Christmas program. 
 
Pastor Ethan will have finished his obligation 
to the Viola church in January. 
 
Motion by Bill, second by Steve to adjourn. 
 
Meeting adjourned with Lord’s Prayer. 

...continued from page 8 
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VIROQUA FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
 

 
 

November 2011 

Beginning Balance $10,380.25 

Deposits $20,399.37 

Disbursements $17,492.54 

Ending Balance $13,287.08 

Financial Highlights:  

Monthly Income $12,217.46 

YTD Income $121,240.61 

Monthly Expenses $9,759.86 

YTD Expenses $121,626.65 

LP Balance $272.30 ** 

Daycare Balance $3,051.25 ** 

NH/Retreat Balance $866.50 ** 

YTD Apportionment Paid $13,370.00 

YTD Missions/Special Gifts $8,323.52 

Savings Balance $1,013.74 

Cash Flow 

 

By. Greg Cheever 

The VUMC Finance Committee 
will meet next on Tuesday Janu-
ary 17, 2012 at 6:00 PM.  All are 
welcome to attend. Copies of all 
financial committee minutes and 
forms can be requested from any 
committee member. 

 

Our ending balance in our check-
ing account for November was 
$13,287.08. In addition to this we 
have a reserve of $1,013.74 in 
our money market savings ac-
count. Our November income 
was $20,399.37 and expenses 
were $17,492.54.  Please refer 
to the financial summary created 

by our treasurer Greg Cheever if 
you have any questions regard-
ing these figures. 

 

As we draw to the end of the 
year I want to once more thank 
everyone for their generous sup-
port of our capital programs. The 
organ is in use and I am told that 
there is only a small amount of 
tweaking to be done prior to an 
official dedication. We have one 
remaining payment of $8,070 
and the organ will be paid for. 

 

Veryel Gerdl reported that an 

anonymous donor has purchased a 
new outside sign for the church, 
thank you. Our trustees fund will 
cover the installation of the sign. 
However, electrical service cannot 
be completed until spring due to the 
frozen ground. Veryel provided an 
analysis of the trustees, endow-
ment and education funds noting 
that our 33 year annualized return 
was 8.8%. Our return this year to 
date, due to a down stock market, 
is 1.2%. 

 

I want to personally thank all the 
members of the finance committee 
as well as all church members for 
the support you have given me over 
the past 3 years. Some would say I 
was a tough task master, but when 
it comes to overseeing the money 
you have given to the church I take 
it very seriously. Please welcome 
Sonja Bjerkos (chair) and Tony 
Rubasch (member) to this commit-
tee as Fred Nelson and I move on 
to support other church activities. 

 

Lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor 
 rust doth corrupt, and where 
thieves do not break through nor 
 steal: for where your treasure is, 
there will your heart be also. 
 
                                                         
                        - Matthew 6:20, 21  

 

Chuck Stelzner,  

Finance Chairperson 
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Our Executive meeting was 
held in the Church Lounge 
on December 7th. 

The Trustees and Ad Council 

have given their okay for the UMW to purchase 
a small refrigerator to have on the main floor.  
This will help so we do not have to go up and 
down the stairs for juice on Sunday mornings.  
Also the Communion grape guice can be kept 
there.  The place to put it has to be determined. 

Cookies were furnished for the Blue Christmas. 

We voted to purchase a new roaster for the 

kitchen. 

We will work on the 2012 Booklets at our Janu-
ary meeting. 

Viroqua 
UMW  

Dates to Remember: 

January 4th:  Executive Meeting 9:30 A.M. 

 

January 5th: Lydia Circle, at Hostess– Janet Welch’s 

  Home 

 

January Cookies & Coffee– Hospitality IV 

The Cross & The Flame is published monthly by the 
Viroqua and Liberty Pole United Methodist Churches for 

our congregation and friends. We welcome you with open 

hearts, open arms and open doors. 
VIROQUA UMC/OFFICE 

221 S. Center Ave. 

Viroqua, WI 54665 

Phone: 608-637-3551 

Fax: 608-637-8193 

Emai l: info@ViroquaUMC.org 

www.ViroquaUMC.org 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:30–11:30 a.m. 

Monday–Friday 

 

LIBERTY POLE UMC 
S6759 St. Hwy. 27 

Viroqua, WI 54665 

Phone: 608-675-3630 

 

STAFF 
Ethan Larson, Pastor 

Cell Phone: 608-606-4637 

Parsonage Phone: 608-637-7614 

Emai l: ethanlarson@msn.com 

Stephanie Larson, Secretary 

By. Janet Welch 

By. Cavan Fang 

We thank everyone who 
worked with, attended, or 
prayed for our various Ad-
vent activities:  The Commu-
nity Carol Sing, the Living 
Nativity and the Blue Christ-
mas worship service.  Thank 

you also to everyone who contributed an Angel 
decoration for the A-Frame display. 
On Sunday, January 22nd or January 29th, the 
worship team from La Crosse Asbury UMC will be 

Viroqua 

Worship  

Committee 

bringing us a special message in our morning worship.  We hope everyone will be able to attend. 
To help keep worship from running overtime too often, we ask all committees to work together to avoid 
putting too much extra into any one worship service.  Please check with the office and the pastor when 
your committee is planning to add an extra item to a worship service, to see what else is planned for 
that Sunday.  If necessary, committees can coordinate with one 
another to reschedule in case of an over-full service. 
 
Our next meeting will be January 12th at 5:30 p.m. 

I would like to say the biggest thank you to all of 

you.  So many of you welcomed me with open 

arms.   You gave me encouragement and showed 

great kindness.  I am so blessed with the friendships and 

closeness I’ve had with so many of you.  Thank you for 

giving me such an incredible opportunity to be a part of your 

church family.  Thank you so much for allowing me the chance to 

show you what I had to offer.  I can’t say thank you enough for the 

love and support you have shown to me and my daughter.   

As life brings a new path for me to travel down I am so happy to 

know I can take that path with your prayers and support behind 

me.  I am going to be attending Western Technical College in La 

Crosse to pursue a nursing degree.  My long-term goals are to re-

ceive a bachelor’s degree in nursing to take on to Midwifery 

school to receive my Master’s degree and work as a Nurse Mid-

wife.   

Thank you again for your love, support, kindness and prayers as I 

take this next step in life.   

Love and God Bless, 

Stephanie Lynn Larson,  
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Blessed Be The Lord 

My Strength 

-Psalm 144:1 

 

January Acolytes 
January 1: Jim Porter 

January 8: Ted Hanson 
January 15: Mackenzie Stalsberg 

January 22: Mitchell Hanson 
January 29: Ben Hanson 


