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    I am looking forward 
to July this year.  A ma-

jor reason for this is 
that aside from Isla’s 
birthday and party 

along with our opportu-
nities to gather for wor-
ship and other Church 
functions, June was a 

long, hard and, at times 
it seemed, a futile 
month. 
    I spent four days at 

Chula Vista Resort, not 
on vacation but because 
that is where we held 
the 2011 Session of the 

Wisconsin Annual Con-
ference, the Business 
Meeting for the United 

Methodist Church in 
Wisconsin, the location 
was beautiful but be-
cause of the increased 

air-pressure to keep the 
inflated dome up I could 
not hear very well the 
whole week.  Also there 

seemed to be a de-
crease in respect and 
cordiality by some peo-
ple who hold positions 

of leadership within the 
Wisconsin Annual Con-
ference.  I won’t go into 

details but I felt some 

clergy were very disre-
spectful to other Pastors 

with whom they dis-
agreed and tried to si-
lence them when they 

spoke. 
    I must also admit that 
some of it, for me, was 
that most of the legisla-

tion and the election of 
delegates to the Interna-
tional gathering of United 
Methodists next year was 

not very representative of 
our Annual Conference 
either ethnically or theo-
logically. 

    The week following 
Annual Conference I was 
in Kaukauna, WI for a 

Church trial.  As Ordained 
Clergy in the United 
Methodist Church we 
agree to a covenant that 

stands between us as 
Pastors, the United Meth-
odist Church and its Con-
gregations and God the 

Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit.  When one or 
more members of the 
clergy violates that cove-

nant there are to be con-
sequences.  The trial is to 
decide innocence or guilt 

and then on any charge 

of guilt, there is a sen-
tence.  It functions very 

similarly to an American 
civil court proceeding. 
    What was at question 

was did the Pastor in 
question perform a same 
gender wedding or civil 
union and was this Pas-

tor’s public admission of 
being a “self avowed 
practicing homosexual” 
grounds for finding her 

guilty of violating the rules 
and regulations (laws) of 
the United Methodist 
Church?  Since she had 

provided much of the ma-
terial upon which the 
charges were filed, many 

of us felt it was an open 
and shut case.  So much 
for assumptions. 
    We have rules and 

regulations (laws) that 
govern the processes of 
cases of this nature so as 
to ensure fair, just and 

equitable treatment for 
any one accused of violat-
ing our Book of Discipline 
(the book that contains 

our rules and regula-
tions).  When everything 
was said and done in the 

Read The End Of The Book, 

GOD WINS!!! 

With open hearts & open minds…. 

Rev. Ethan Larson 

 The Cross & The Flame 

 Special Points of Interest… 

 

 Door Of Hope– Promot-

ing Life with your help 

 Check out the movies 

and book reviews 

 Health Corner for You! 

 Upcoming Community 

Events… 

 Ig-Nite is coming!!! 

 VBS is here… 

 Liberty Pole– Position 

Open, are you interested 

Continued on Page 4 
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The Cross & The Flame is published monthly by the 

Viroqua and Liberty Pole United Methodist 

Churches for our congregation and friends.                                     
We welcome you with open hearts, open arms and 

open doors. 
 

VIROQUA UMC/OFFICE 
221 S. Center Ave.  

Viroqua, WI 54665 

Phone: 608-637-3551 

Fax: 608-637-8193 

Email: info@ViroquaUMC.org  

www.ViroquaUMC.org 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:30–11:30 a.m. 

Monday–Friday 

 

LIBERTY POLE UMC 
S6759 St. Hwy. 27 

Viroqua, WI 54665 

Phone: 608-675-3630 

 

STAFF 
Ethan Larson, Pastor  

Cell Phone: 608-606-4637 

Parsonage Phone: 608-637-7614 

Email: ethanlarson@msn.com 

Stephanie Larson, Secretary  

Faithful With Much 

At a Wednesday evening church meeting a very wealthy man 
rose to give his testimony. 
"I'm a millionaire," he said, "and I attribute it all to the rich 
blessings of God in my life.  
I can still remember the turning point in my faith, like it was 
yesterday: 
I had just earned my first dollar and I went to a church meet-
ing that night.  
The speaker was a missionary who told about his work.  
I knew that I only had a dollar bill and had to either give it all 
to God's work or nothing at all.  
So at that moment I decided to give my whole dollar to God.  
I believe that God blessed that decision, and that is why I am a 
rich man today." 
As he finished it was clear that everyone had been moved by 
this man's story.  
But, as he took his seat, a little old lady sitting in the same 
pew leaned over and said:  
"Wonderful story! I dare you to do it again!" 

July Laugh Corner 

 

Bands: 
 MercyMe 
 Jeremy Camp 
 Kutless 
 Matthew West 
 Group I Crew 
 Vota 
 Anthem Lights 
 And More…. 

August 5-6 2011 @  Winsted, MN 
$35.00 and up  
(depending on ticket) 
(877-840-0457 

Ticket Prices 5/21-Gate Gate 

Weekend Pass $59 $65 

Single Day $35 $45 

Artist Circle Adult $150 — 

Artist Circle 10 & Under $90 — 

What is Door Of Hope? 
By. Stephanie Larson 

Door of Hope is a ministry that is 
reaching out into our community and 

helping moms, dads and families.  At 
the Door, women and men are able 
to learn about the care of a child, fi-

nancial responsibility, take bible 
classes  and learn how to support 
their child and family.  Some of the 

different videos offered include, 
what to know and do during preg-
nancy, first aid, Dr. James Dobson 
parenting advice, as well as many 

others.  When the videos are 

watched there is a study guide that 
goes with the video to help follow 

along.  Afterwards, there is homework 
the men and women can take home 
and bring back to earn baby dollars.  

Earning baby dollars allows these par-
ents to purchase items for their child, 
baby or pregnancy from the Lily Pad 

Store.  Through generous donations 
the Lily Pad Store has been able to 
purchase cribs, diapers, wipes and 
many other necessities to offer par-

ents to purchase.  Through many do-
nations the store has been able to of-
fer all sorts of toys and clothes.  

Through Door of Hope we are trying 

Items Needed: 
Diapers, wipes, gently used clothes, 
shoes, strollers, cribs (not recalled), car 
seats (not expired), toys, etc., your time, 
cash donations are accepted as well. 
Thank you for your support of life. 

to spread God’s love that no matter 
your situation your belief God loves 

you and so do His people.   
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Books 

&  

Movies 

To 

Check 

Out: 
By. Stephanie 

Larson &  

Focus on The 

Family: 

Plugged In 

Online 

Heaven is For Real:  Is there life after 

death? Just ask 4-year-old Colton, who 
emerged from life-threatening surgery 
with astounding details about heaven! 
Colton's detailed account includes float-
ing away, looking down on his dad pray-
ing in the hospital, seeing God's throne, 
and meeting relatives---including his sis-
ter who died in a miscarriage (and whom 
his parents had never mentioned).   This 
is a story good for everyone to read so 
buy, borrow or check it out from your 
library.   

Have you visited the Viroqua United  

Methodist Church Library recently?  

 If not, you are missing out! 

Here’s something we offer that might  

interest you: 

 

Kids & Families (VHS tape) 

Adventures in Odyssey: A Fine  

Feathered Frenzy 
Young Dylan Taylor accidently mows down Mrs. Harcourt’s 

rose garden and is forced to pay the consequences– which 

include “parrot-sitting” her beloved Napoleon.  But when 

Whit accidently lets the bird escape the chase is on.   Can 

Whit and Dylan recapture Napoleon before Mrs. Harcourt 

returns home?  It’s fun and excitement that shows the im-

portance of taking responsibility for one’s own actions. 

Adult (Historical Fiction Novel) 

Candle in the Darkness 
The daughter of a wealthy slave-holding family from Rich-

mond, Virginia, Caroline Fletcher is raised in a culture that 

believes slavery is God-ordained and biblically acceptable. 

But upon awakening to the cruelty and injustice it encom-

passes, Caroline's eyes are opened for the first time to the 

men and women who have cared tirelessly for her. Her 

journey of maturity and faith will draw her into the aboli-

tionist movement, where she is confronted with the risks 

and sacrifices her beliefs entail. 

  

Adult (Non-Fiction Novel) 

Gathering Storm: America’s Militia Threat 
Meet the man America’s hate groups hate most of all… and 

listen to his terrifying warning.  Since 1979, Morris Dees’s 

Klanwatch Project has dared to infiltrate, expose and litigate 

against America’s radical right.  Now in this book, he reveals 

the findings of his undercover investigations, naming names 

and tying terrorist acts to the secret racists who inspired 

them.  “This is the story of a very dangerous movement, 

one the public knows almost nothing about.  To some it 

might read like fiction, but, unfortunately, it is all true” 

**Don’t forget to come and check out the other selections 
throughout the Library! 

Teddy Hanson - July 2nd 

Tatum Schumacher - July 4th 

Bradley Funk - July 5th 

David Larson - July 7th 

Bryce Funk - July 8th 

Kathy Hanson - July 10th 

Marlene Mellem - July 14th 

Arden Zitzner - July 18th 

Ethel Moore - July 21st 

Alexa Thompson - July 24th 

Rev. Ethan Larson - July 24th 

Vyrus Huschka - July 28th 

Happy Birthday from the Viroqua & Liberty 

Pole United Methodist Churches!!! 

Kung Fu Panda 2:    There is a peacock named Lord 

Shen. Banished from the family palace for being a 
megalomaniacal pest, Shen decides to show his now-
dead parents just how wrong they were about him by 
taking over China. So far he's managed to recruit an 
army of wolves and forge a battery of doomsday 
weapons—cannons the likes of which China has never 
seen. Only one force stands between Shen and the 
rest of China: Po, the rotund, newly minted Dragon 
Warrior, and his buds in the Furious Five. But the 
panda has problems of his own. Seems that Mr. Ping, 
the goose who raised Po from the time he was a baby, 
isn't (Spoiler Warning!) his birth father. (See, what a 
spoiler!) That's, naturally, thrown poor Po for a loop. 
The panda suspects that Shen may know something 
about what happened to his birth parents. But will 
Shen divulge?  

From  

Our       

Library 

July Birthdays 
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Health Corner For Healthy Living 
1.Soft Drinks: The fizziness in carbonated 
drinks often comes from phosphoric acid, 
which ups the rate at which calcium is ex-
creted in the urine.  
 What to do: Substitute milk, calcium- and 
vitamin D-fortified orange juice, or a fruit 
smoothie made with yogurt. Or water.) 

2. Salt: It saps calcium from the bones, weakening 
them over time. For every 2,300 milligrams of sodium 
you take in, you lose about 40 milligrams of calcium, 
dietitians say. Our American diet is unusually salt-
heavy; many of us ingest double the 2,300 milligrams 
of salt we should get in a day, according to the 2005 
study. 
What to do: Avoid processed foods. Key foods to 
avoid include processed and deli meats, frozen meals, 
canned soup, pizza, fast food such as burgers and fries, 
and canned vegetables. 
3. Caffeine: For every 100 milligrams of caffeine (small 
to medium cup of coffee), you lose 6 milligrams of cal-
cium. That's not a lot, but it can become a problem if 
you tend to substitute caffeine drinks for milk or juice. 
What to do: Limit yourself to 1-2 cups of coffee then 
switch to other drinks that don't have caffeine.  Adding 
milk to your coffee helps to offset the problem, of 
course. 
4. Vitamin A: You really can get too much of a good 
thing. Found in eggs, full-fat dairy products, liver, and 
vitamin-fortified foods, vitamin A is important for vi-
sion and the immune system. So it's possible to get 
much more than the recommended allotment of 5,000 
IUs (international units) a day -- which many experts 
think is too high anyway. 
What to do: Switch to low-fat or nonfat dairy products 
only, and eat egg whites rather than whole eggs (all 
the vitamin A is in the yolk). Also check your multivita-
min, and if it's high in vitamin A, consider switching to 
one that isn't. 
For more information please visit: 
http://www.caring.com/articles/six-foods-weaken-bones 

Spiritual Health: God asks us to give.  But it gets 

hard to give when money becomes an issue.  Even 
with strong faith in God, sometimes you just cannot 
see the resources you truly have.  If you’ve ever 
wanted to be able to give food to the food pantry, 
you can.  Try buying one can or one box of food 
each time you go to the store and before month’s 
end drop off what you have.  God doesn’t ask for A 
LOT, he just asks us to give with an open heart. 

6  
Foods 
That 
Weaken 
Bones 

trial the Pastor was found 

guilty of having performed a 
Civil Union between two per-
son’s of the same gender, they 
were/are both women but not 

guilty of being a “self avowed 
practicing homosexual.” 
    In the sentencing phase she 
was ordered on suspension for 

20 days and must write a pa-
per dealing with issues of caus-
ing breaks in the covenant be-
tween clergy.  It is to be pre-

sented to the clergy of the 
Conference at our next Annual 
Conference. 

    Needless to say, these two 
weeks were not ones that I 
wish to endure again.  Before 
leaving Kaukauna I spoke to 

one of our District Superinten-
dents, Rev. Jorge Mayorga 

Solis, he reminded me of 

something that I have known 
for years but needed to be 
reminded of.  We serve a 
great and awesome God who 

is in control.  When things 
seem to go in directions that 
we believe are contrary to 
God’s revealed will in the 

Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments we must 
remember that God is God 
and we are not.  We are 

God’s children because He 
chose to adopt us into His 
family by the work of Jesus 

Christ.  We have received the 
gift of the Holy Spirit living in 
and through us to empower 
us to holy and righteous lives.  

Beyond that I read the end of 
the Book; God wins. 

Continued from Page 1 

Community Upcoming Events 

Date Event 

July 8-10 9th Annual Bluegrass & Gospel Festival  
Vernon County Fairgrounds, Viroqua 
Bluegrass Bands from all across the Midwest performing all 
weekend, day and night! 

July 9 Viroqua Chamber Main Street Annual Maxwell Street Days 
Participating Viroqua Businesses 
 

July 16 Viroqua Triathlon and Duathlon 
Swim, Bike & Run to the finish! 

August 19-21 15th Annual Wild West Days 
Wild West Days Grounds, Nelson  
Parkway 
Reenactments, 1880’s Boomtown Vendors, Stage Coach Rides, 
Hog Wrassling, Hell-On-Hooves Ranch Rodeo and Bull Riding 
Bonanza 

http://www.viroqua-wisconsin.com/calendar/ 
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Sunday, July 3rd 
9:00am Liberty Pole UMC Worship Service 
9:00am Viroqua UMC Sunday School (adults) 
10:30am Viroqua UMC Worship Service 
 
Monday, July 4th 
  Happy Independence Day! 
 
Wednesday, July 6th 
1:15pm  Prayer Group @ (V) 
 
Thursday, July 7th 
6:00pm Joint Worship Committee’s @ (V) 
7:00pm Last Bible Study Class @ (V) 
 
Sunday, July 10th 
9:00am Liberty Pole UMC Worship Service 
9:00am Viroqua UMC Sunday School (adults) 
10:30am Viroqua UMC Worship Service 
 
Monday, July 11th 
1-3:00pm VBS @ (V) 
7:00pm Men’s Group @ (V) 
 
Tuesday, July 12th 
1-3:00pm VBS @ (V)   
6:30pm Trustees Meeting 
 
Wednesday, July 13th 
1-3:00pm VBS @ (V) 
1:15pm  Prayer Group @ (V) 
2:00pm Setup for Ignite @ (V) 
5:00pm IgNite Music & Food Festival @ (V) 
5:30pm LPUMW Meeting @ (LP) 
7:30pm Cleanup after IgNite @ (V) 
 
Thursday, July 14th 
1-3:00pm VBS @ (V) 

Friday, July 15th 
1-3:00pm VBS @ (V)(Last Day of VBS) 
  Pastor Larson leaves for Vacation 
 
Saturday, July 16th 
  Liberty Pole Men grill brats & hot dogs 
  @ Nelson Ag. Center 
 
Sunday, July 17th 
9:00am Liberty Pole UMC Worship Service 
9:00am Viroqua UMC Sunday School (adults) 
10:30am Viroqua UMC Worship Service 
  Ethel Moore Brunch/Lunch in Fellowship 
  Hall for birthday 
 
Monday, July 18th 
1:00pm Missions Meeting (V) 
 
Tuesday, July 19th 
6:00pm Finance (V) 
7:00pm Ad. Council Meeting (V) 
 
Wednesday, July 20th 
1:15pm  Prayer Group @ (V) 
 
Sunday, July 24th 
10:30am Joint Summer Picnic @ Eckhart Park 
 
Monday, July 25th 
5:30pm LPUMW Esther Circle @ (LP) 
  NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 
Wednesday, July 27th 
1:15pm  Prayer Group @ (V) 
 
Friday, July 29th 
  Pastor Larson returns from vacation 
 

 

Calendar  

for 

July                         

2011 

 

I have told you all this so that you 
may have peace in me. Here on 

earth you will have many trials and 
sorrows. But take heart, because I 
have overcome the world. 

–John 16:33 NLT 
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July Themes 
Fireworks/National Anthems 
Beach Fun 
Ocean Life 
Picnics 
 
Special Days 
6th– Day at the Park 
15th– Bubble Fun 
20th– Water Fun 
 
July Birthdays 
10th– Kathy 
27th– Gavin 

Notes 
 Vacation Bible School will be 

held the week of July 11-15 
from 1:00 to 3:00 pm at the 
church.  The theme is Fruit of 
the Spirit and activites will be 
farm animal/County Fair re-
lated.  All children ages 4 
through 4th grade are wel-
come to attend.  Consider 
sending your child(ren) if 
they fall into this age group. 

 
 Be sure your child has sun-

screen and a change of clothes 
at the daycare.  We will be 
outside a lot. 

 
 Check out the Scholastic 

Books order forms! 
 

 

 Thanks to all who have re-
cently made donations to 
Sunbeam Daycare! 

 
Keep saving those Milk- Moola 

bottle tops. They help! 
 

Sunbeam Daycare Welcomes 
Donations: 

 Canned Vegetables Canned 
Fruit   Juice Toys 

Construction Paper Games    
Trash Bags (13gal) 

Paper Towels Paper Plates 
 

FO R UPDATES  PLEAS E 
CHECK O UR WEBSIT E,  

WWW.VIROQUAUMC.O RG
/DAYCARE/INDEX.HTML 

A little about me…. 

Alissa Keenan 

Meet One Of Our Teachers!!! 

Zoelyn’s Favorite Things About Daycare: 

Singing songs with the teachers always brings a smile to Zoelyn’s 

face.  They get to learn new songs and sing some classic funny ones.  

She like’s it when her teacher Alissa sings Herman the Worm. 

Whether its going out to the play yard, going for a walk or heading 

to the park, Zoelyn loves being outside and playing (especially when 

the teachers join in on the fun and laughs!) 

I grew up on a farm outside of Viroqua and graduated from 

Viroqua High School.  My parents are Matt & Ann Keenan.   

I went to Southwest Wisconsin Technical College in Fenni-

more, Wisconsin for early childhood education.  I chose 

this because I came from a huge family and around small 

kids growing up. 

I’ve been with the Daycare since September of 2006.  I 

like hearing what the kids have to say.  I love watching 

them grow up but its hard seeing them leave the daycare 

for either school or because they don’t have to come any-

more because I get really attached to them.  It’s very hard 

seeing them go. 

I like singing different songs to the kids and then getting 

to hear them recite the song at random moments.  
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Viroqua UMC Service Assistants 

Ushers 

July 3: Bill & Ann Carlow 

July 10: Ardith Olson & Janet Welch 

July 17: David & Lorna Peterson 

July 24: Paul & Sonja Bjerkos 

July 31: Trygve & Erma Overbo 

Greeters 

July 3: Annabel McGarry 

July 10: David Peterson 

July 17: Shirley Gilman 

July 24: Dan Capser 

July 31: Gloria Freilinger 

Liturgist 

Veryel Gerdl 

Nursery Attendants 

July 3: Jennifer Wade 

July 10: Kathy Hanson 

July 17: Melissa Weilnau 

July 24: Church Picnic 

July 31: Volunteer 

Liberty Pole UMC Service Assistants 

Ushers/Greeters 

July 3: Andy & Renae Diehl 

July 10: Barb & Wayne Robson 

July 17: Barb & Wayne Robson 

July 24: Andy & Renae Diehl 

July 31: Youth 

Liturgist 
Ramona Thompson 

 

If you cannot do your scheduled week, please 

switch weeks with someone else. 

 

July *27th-2nd 
 4th-9th 
 11th-16th 

 18th-23rd 
 25th-30th 
 

Aug. 1st-6th 
 8th-13th 

 

 15th-20th 
 22nd-27th 
 

Sept. *29th-3rd 
 5th-10th 
 12th-17th 

2011 Summer Mowing Schedule 
 

Brian Gardner 
Bill Marohl 
Dennis Zitzner 

Kevin Robson 
Fred Funk 
 

Eric Deaver 
Jerrid Zitzner  
& Seth Volden 

Tom Zitzner 
Kent & Roger Thompson 
 

David Slack 
John Burckhardt 
Nick Thompson & Val Lind 

Liberty Pole United Methodist Church is looking 

for someone to fill our open Housekeeper/Janitor 

position.   

The position is open September 1st.  The pay is $20 

each week.  The job description & application can 

be picked up at the Viroqua United Methodist 

Church office.    Thank You! 

Summer is coming!  As you plan your summer activities 
and outings, remember that both churches are available 
to meet your worship needs.  Liberty Pole members with 
Sunday morning activites are always welcome to wor-

ship at Viroqua and Viroqua members with Sunday early 
lunch engagements or road trips are always welcome to 
worship at Liberty Pole.  You will find an open door at 

Church Services and Lifes Obligations 

Would you like to sponsor the radio broad-
cast some Sunday?  How about the altar flowers or bulle-
tins for either church?  You do not need to be a member 
of our church or any church to sponsor any of these.  
There are many openings available this summer, so 
please contact the church office to sign up for a Sunday.  
There are sign up sheets in the office at the Viroqua 
United Methodist Church in the office. 

And Now a word 

to our Sponsors... 

The Viroqua choir is now on Summer Vacation.  
So, we invite (ask, request, plead, beg) all musi-

cians to provide special music for our worship 
services during the Sundays of summer.  Please 
sign up on the sheet in the Viroqua narthex, or encourage 

musicians you know to contribute their talent to our worship.  
Make sure to thank a choir member for helping lead us musi-

cally in worship, and think about adding your own voice to 
the choir when  they come back in the fall. 

THANK 

YOU 

CHOIR! 



   U.M.W.L.P. will meet July 13th at 5:30 p.m.—(at 

the church) Program will be presented by Esther 

Circle.   

 

Serving Hostesses– Amy Harder & Janet Thompson 

 

Thanks goes out to everyone that participated on 

our Mission Kits that went to conference in-

gathering in June.  A total of 20 kits– consisted of, 

Leyettes, Health Kits, School bags, & Kid Kits.  The 

Kid Kits go right her in Wisconsin to Harbor House 

Crisis Shelter in Superior. 

 

Mark your calendars and join our men for brats & 

hot dog grill out at Nelson Ag. Center on Satur-

day, July 16th.  To join the cook’s, contact Steve 

Thompson.  Again on August 6th.  The same menu 

served by the UMW– Funds from these outings 

help support our programs. 

Esther circle meets 4th Monday evening each 

month at 5:30 at the Church.  Mark your calen-

dar– School or Mission is the first week of August at 

Stevens Point.  Contact Barb Robson if you would 

like to attend. 

Liberty Pole United 
Methodist Women 
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Present: Steve and Tammie Thompson, Bill and Sandy 
Marohl, Odean Robson, Fae Zitzner, Brian, Fred and 
Joyce Funk, Pastor Ethan Larson and Ramon Thomp-
son. 
 
Motion called to order by Bill, Pastor Ethan opened 
with a prayer. 
Secretaries report was read and approved with an 
amendment to the cost of the lift.  The correct cost 
was $1,995. 
 
Treasurer’s Report was read and approved.  We owe 
$4,034.71 for our share of repairs to the parsonage 
and are behind 2 months for our shared bills with the 
Viroqua Church. 
 
Old Business: 
 The chairlift has been installed and the Handicap 

signs have been put up.  Thanks to John Burck-
hardt for mounting the signs on boards for us. 

 B&T Well Service repaired the well head.  The cost 
was $150. 

 The repairs on the parsonage and porch are be-
ing finished. 

 Ramona decided to take the job of Financial Sec-
retary.  She will record and deposit offerings.  We 
will need someone to be the Treasurer.  The Treas-
urer will receive and pay bills.  Motion by Joyce, 
second by Fae to nominate Bill Marohl for Treas-
urer.  Bill accepted the nomination.  Motion car-
ried.  Motion by Fae, second by Bill to have Steve 
Thompson be the secondary signer on the ac-
counts.  Motion carried.  These new positions are 
effective 6-7-11.  Bill will now step down as co-
chair of the Administrative Board and Sandy will 
be chair person. 

 The new church service in Viroqua will start in Au-
gust.  The service will run from 8:00am to 8:45am.  
There will be no change in time for the Liberty 
Pole service. 

 Fae questioned moving the fire number post to 
the light pole to make it easier for lawn moving.  It 
was afreed to move the fire number post to the 
light pole.  Steve will move. 

 
New Business: 
 A letter of concern was read by Bill by an un-

signed member of the congregation.  After discus-
sion a motion by Steve, second by Fae not to act 
on the suggestion in the letter.  Motion carried. 

 Ramona was asked to inform the board that 

Janet Thompson will be resigning as Janitor of the 
church.  We will need to find someone to fill the 
position by September.  We discussed salary for 
the position.  Motion by Tamie, second by Steve to 
pay $20 per week.  Pastor Ethan also noted that 
the position title should be changed to House-
keeper for insurance purposes.  The Viroqua 
Church found the insurance was less for this title.  
The ladies of the church will do the cleaning in 
July and August. 

 Discussion on what to do about our bills we are 
behind in.  Motion by Odean, second by Joyce to 
take money out of our Money Market account at 
Citizen’s First Bank to pay our share of parsonage 
repair bills, B&T Well service bill and money owed 
to the Viroqua Church.  This will take care of all 
over due bills.  Motion carried. 

 Steve discussed sending Upper Rooms to our 
members in the Military.  We will add Chase 
Hornby to that list. 

Motion by Joyce, second by Bill to adjourn.  Meeting 
adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Liberty Pole Administrative Board Minutes June 7th, 2011 

Respectfully  
Submitted  

by. Tamie Thompson 

June 8th, 2011 
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Viroqua Administrative Council Meeting June, 2011  

The Meeting was opened at 7:00pm by 

Kathy Hanson.  Her devotion was a read-

ing from the book, Songs of My Soul. 

 

Members Present: Kathy Hanson, Greg 

Cheever, David Peterson, Veryel Gerdl, 

Gerald Schroeder, Orvis Primmer, Cavan 

Fang, Janet Welch and Robert Starr. 

 

The Minutes of last months meeting were 

unanimously approved. 

 

Worship Committee: Cavan gave the 

report on a meeting held on May 10th.  

This will be included in the Newsletter.  

Bob Starr promised to make his golf cart 

available for the July 24th Service which 

is planned for Eckhardt Park. 

 

Mission Committee: This report was 

given by David Peterson.  The Commit-

tee Meeting was held on June 20th at 1 

pm.  Members present were Pastor Lar-

son, Janet Starr, Jean Knudson, Rick 

Schneiderman and Lorna Peterson.  Pas-

tor Larson began the meeting with a 

prayer.  The In-gathering for Annual 

Conference was discussed.  Our Church 

sent 12 School Bags and 1 Health Kit.  

The Penny Jar collected $18.46 and the 

money will be used to purchase school 

books for the East Angola Orphanage.  

Each kit required $1.00 for shipping.  

Karilyn Parrott sewed all the school bags 

and donated them.  A Thank You note 

has been mailed to her.  Karilyn is Kris-

ten Parrott’s mother. 

We collected $140.00 for Peace with Jus-

tice Sunday.  David Peterson was the 

speaker for Peace with Justice. 

A basket of produce will be in the Nar-

thex each Sunday.  The proceeds for pro-

duce sales will go to our Paul Webster 

pledge. 

We made plans for the Potluck on Sun-

day, June 26.  Pastor Larson will tell of 

his trip to Israel.  The next meeting will 

be on August 15 at 1pm. 

 

Care & Nurture Committee: David 

Peterson gave his report.  He mentioned 

the aforementioned Potluck Sunday.  

Flowers were given out to the Fathers 

present on Fathers Day.  The next Hotel 

Meal will be in August.  A new Church 

Directory is in the planning phase.  The 

next meeting will be in August. 

 

Education Committee: Kathy stated that 

Vacation Bible School for both churches 

will be the week of July 11-15.  This is 

the same week as Ig-Nite.  The Program 

will be Fruits of the Spirit.  Other 

churches will be invited. 

 

UMW: No Report. 

 

History Committee: No Report. 

 

SPRC: No Report. 

 

Trustee Committee: The report was 

given by Orvis.  The majority of the work 

on the Parsonage has been completed.  

The Porch Roof has to be finished.   

The windows above the West and South 

doors of the Church will be installed.  

Some Furnace work on the Church fur-

nace is being deferred until August.   

Some work on the valves in the Parson-

age will be accomplished. 

 

Finance Committee: This report was 

given by Greg and a summary will be in 

the Newsletter. 

 

Wills, Memorials and Gifts: This report 

was given by Veryel.  A summary of this 

report will be in the Newsletter.  Kathy 

reported that the Bands for Ig-nite are 

being finalized. 

Respectfully Submitted  
by Robert A. Starr 

 

 

All kids ages 4 through 4th 

grade. 

July 11th-15th 

1:00pm-3:00pm 

Combined Liberty Pole and 

Viroqua United Methodist 

Churches. 

Mark your calendars now. 

More information to follow! 

Vacation Bible School 
On Sunday, July 24, the DisChords will lead us 

in music and praise at our annual outdoor wor-

ship service and picnic. Both congregations 

will gather at 10:30 a.m. for worship at Eckhart 

Park large shelter in Viroqua.  Doc Starr has 

kindly offered his golf cart to help people get 

from the parking area to the shelter building.  

In case of bad weather we will move to the Vi-

roqua Church.  Bring a lawn chair for the ser-

vice and bring tableware and a dish to share 

for the potluck picnic afterwards.  We’ll see 

you outside at Church! 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP 



VUMC Finance Committee-June 21st, 2011 
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By. Veryel Gerdl 

VIROQUA FINANCIAL SUMMARY—MAY 2011 
 

 
 

Viroqua UMC 

Beginning Balance $3,485.74 

Deposits $20,361.41 

Disbursements $15,218.20 

Ending Balance $8,628.95 

Financial Highlights:  

Monthly Income $12,264.81 

YTD Income $59,377.40 

Monthly Expenses $9,110.37 

YTD Expenses $60,259.85 

LP Balance $4,010.72** 

Daycare Balance $2,128.84** 

NH/Retreat Balance $(92.46)** 

Apportionment Paid $7,070.00 

Missions/Special Gifts $4,455.65 

Savings Balance $1,012.23 

Cash Flow 

 

The VUMC Finance Committee 
met June 21, 2011 at 6:00 P.M. 
prior to the Administrative 
Council Meeting.  Complete re-
ports on all financial concerns 
are available for review by any 
member in the Church office. 

Our ending balance in our 
checking accound for May was 
$3,485.74, Deposits were 
$20,361.41, Disbursements 
were $15,218.20, leaving a bal-
ance on hand of $8,628.95 and 
savings reserve of $1,012.23.  
Liberty Pole’s share of ex-
penses are in arrears of 

$4,010.72 and Daycare 
$2,128.84. 

The Memorial and designated 
funds had a May 1st balance of 
$43, 169.08.Income of $393.64 
and Disbursements of 
$12,513.17. leaving a balance 
of $31,049.55.  The largest part 
of the expenditures (10,617.67) 
was excavating and landscap-
ing at the parsonage to help 
control water from entering the 
basement.  We still have to 
come up with approximately 
$51, 070 to complete our capi-
tal repairs, parsonage and or-

gan.  We received $6,718 from 
our insurer for repairs to the 
elevator which will be applied to 
the capital repairs for the eleva-
tor have been paid.  The en-
dowment funds earned 5.01% 
year to date. 

I urge that petitions, 
prayers, requests, and 

thanksgivings be offered 
to God for all people. 

                                             - Timothy 2:1 
 

By. Greg Cheever 
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LIBERTY POLE FINANCIAL SUMMARY—MAY 2011 
 

 
 

Liberty Pole UMC 
 

Monthly  Receipts $4,817.35 

Monthly Disbursements $5,129.33 

Year-to-Date Receipts $18,298.40 

Year-to-Date  Disbursements $22,405.63 

Balance on Hand (3-31-11) $127.00 

Conference Apportionment Paid to Date $672.00 

Missions/Special Gifts $735.00 

Conference Apportionments for the year  $9,072.00 

 

The IgNite Committee is looking for Volunteers for 

July 13th food and music festival. 

2:00pm-5:00pm: Setup tables & chairs,  

  food preparation, etc. 

5:00pm-7:30pm: Serving Food 
7:30pm-9:30pm: Cleanup 

Please Signup in the Narthex at VUMC 

By. Ramona Thompson 

Liberty Pole Missions/Special Gifts 

Organization Amount 

World Hunger $315.00 

One Great Hour $125.00 

Paul Webster (Missionary) $245.00 

Japan Emergency $50.00 

Total $735.00 

The next Ig-nite will happen July 13th. This 

event is a repeat of last year's July Ig-nite, 
which was extremely well received. We'll be 

starting the evening with a children's music 

sing-along at 5:00. When they are finished per-

forming, we'll serve the menu of hamburgers, 
hot dogs and all the trimmings around 5:30. 

Then at 6:00 we'll hear from a women's trio, 

and finish off the evening with a praise band. 
This promises to be a great night of food, music 

and fellowship, so plan to join us. The event 

will happen in the parking lot of the Viroqua 
United Methodist Church. As always, Ig-Nite is a 

free event, although we will have a free will of-

fering available for those who wish to donate.  

See you there!!!!  

Ig-Nite Your Summer!!! 

I’ve received a few complaints of the newsletter 

being late last month and now this month which 

is very understandable.  So due to this I  am go-

ing to be enforcing the deadline date every month 

so I am able to make sure the newsletter is put 

together, printed out, folded and mailed out to 

households on time.  This is to no one individual.  

Thank you for your understanding. 

Pastor Larson will be on vacation 
from July 15 to July 29.  We will have 
a substitute preacher (to be an-
nounced) on July 17.  On July 24 the 
DisChords are providing the Message 

In Song at the annual outdoor worship & picnic, at the Eck-
hart Park large shelter.  Details will be in the July Cross & 
Flame newsletter. 
We are looking for volunteers to provide special music dur-
ing the Sundays of summer.  Please consider signing up on 
the sheet in the narthex and also please encourage your mu-
sically-inclined friends to volunteer. 
We are working to replace some of our old banners by trans-
ferring the designs onto new pieces of cloth.  So far, the 
wedding banner and cross & flame banner are completed.  
Please contact us if you are interested in helping trace, cut 
and glue cloth pieces to recreate our banners, or especially if 
you are willing to try your hand at designing new banners. 
On June 1 our organ repair technician met with the Trustees 
to discuss the project and arrange for necessary carpentry 
work.  On-site organ repair work is scheduled to being by 
early July. 
The mail slot units for the family mailbox project have been 
ordered.  We expect to have system up and running some-
time in July.  The worship committee provided the Fortney 
Hotel meal on June 19. 
Our next meeting is July 7. 

Worship  

Committee 
By. Cavan Fang 
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