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Inside this issue: 

   This month of June 
the Wisconsin Annual 

Conference of the 
United Methodist 
Church will gather in the 

Dells for our Annual 
meeting, known as the 
Annual Conference.  
The term Annual Con-

ference can mean a 
couple of different 
things, in Wisconsin it is 
the United Methodist 

Churches regional body 
much like a Synod for 
the Lutheran Churches 
or a Diocese for the 

Catholic or Episcopal 
Churches.  An Annual 
Conference is also the 

name given to our an-
nual gathering to make 
decisions for United 
Methodists in Wiscon-

sin. 
   Ok, have I confused 
any of you yet?  You 
may be wondering why I 

am even talking about 
this subject; well it is 
because every four 
years when we gather 

for our Annual Confer-
ence we make prepara-
tions for General Con-

ference.  What is Gen-

eral Conference?  Ad the 
Annual Conference is the 

yearly meeting for United 
Methodist in Wisconsin 
( and other Annual Con-

ferences) the General 
Conference is the meeting 
held every four years for 
all United Methodist 

worldwide.  While other 
Churches only deal with 
Congregations and issues 
within the borders of the 

United States, the United 
Methodist Church is an 
international Church.  
Currently about 1/3 of all 

United Methodist’s live 
outside of the USA, most 
of them in Africa.  The 

Methodists who live in 
Africa, Europe, South 
America and Asia have 
an equal and proportional 

representation as well as 
a voice at General Con-
ference. 
   Two of the main tasks 

that we will have at An-
nual Conference are to 
elect delegates from the 
Wisconsin Annual Confer-

ence who will serve at 
General and Jurisdictional 
Conference and to vote 

on petitions people would 

like to send to General 
Conference for considera-

tion. 
   Oh, by the way we also 
have a Jurisdictional Con-

ference where Bishops 
are elected and ap-
pointed to serve as well 
as a few other tasks.  We 

are in the North Central 
Jurisdiction which is made 
up of Methodists from 9 
Midwestern States. 

   Over the past 10 years 
the membership in the 
United Methodist Church 
in Wisconsin has declines 

while there are more 
United Methodist in other 
parts of the world.  This 

means that while we used 
to send 12 delegates to 
General Conference, 6 
clergy and 6 lay delegates 

this year we will only be 
able to send 3 clergy and 
3 lay. 
  Much of the debate 

around the petitions will 
revolve around the issue 
of homosexuality.  The 
united Methodist 

Churches current position 
is in alignment with what 
the Christian Church as 

Is God’s Law Right?  Or Do 

We Adjust For Society’s Way? 

With open hearts & open minds…. 

Rev. Ethan Larson 

 The Cross & The Flame 

 

…..Continued on Page 4 

Special Points of Interest… 

 

 Last CityPrayz... 

 Have you checked out 

our Church Library 

lately? 

 New! Health Facts & Tips 

 VBS this summer…. 

 Viroqua Finance Chair-

person update… 

 Do you know what’s go-

ing on with the Commit-

tees, Check them out! 
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The Cross & The Flame is published monthly by the 
Viroqua and Liberty Pole United Methodist 

Churches for our congregation and friends.                                     

We welcome you with open hearts, open arms and 
open doors. 

 
VIROQUA UMC/OFFICE 

221 S. Center Ave.  

Viroqua, WI 54665 

Phone: 608-637-3551 

Fax: 608-637-8193 

Email: info@ViroquaUMC.org  

www.ViroquaUMC.org 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:30–11:30 a.m. 

Monday–Friday 

 

LIBERTY POLE UMC 
S6759 St. Hwy. 27 

Viroqua, WI 54665 

Phone: 608-675-3630 

 

STAFF 
Ethan Larson, Pastor  

Cell Phone: 608-606-4637 

Parsonage Phone: 608-637-7614 

Email: ethanlarson@msn.com 

Stephanie Larson, Secretary  

Obituary 
Our church was saddened to learn this week of the death 
of one of our most valued members, Someone Else.  
Someone's passing creates a vacancy that will be difficult 
to fill.  
Else has been with us for many years and for every one of 
those years, Someone did far more than a normal per-
son's share of the work.  
Whenever there was a job to do, a class to teach, or a 
meeting to attend, one name was on everyone's list, "Let 
Someone Else do it." Whenever leadership was men-
tioned, this wonderful person was looked to for inspira-
tion as well as results; "Someone Else can work with that 
group." 
It was common knowledge that Someone Else was 
among the most liberal givers in our church.  
Whenever there was a financial need, everyone just as-
sumed Someone Else would make up the difference. 
Someone Else was a wonderful person; sometimes appearing superhu-
man.  
Were the truth known, everybody expected too much of Someone 
Else.  
Now Someone Else is gone! We wonder what we are going to do.  

June Laugh Corner 

 

Someone Else left a wonderful example to fol-
low, but who is going to follow it?  
Who is going to do the things Someone Else did? 
When you are asked to help this year, remember 
-- we can't depend on Someone Else anymore. 

The Purpose 

CityPrayz is a time of experiencing 

God together in worship, through 

music and prayer. 
The Vision 

The vision for City Prayz was given 

to local business owners Matt & 

Sherry McPherson. They feel called 

by God to offer a monthly praise & 

worship gathering for La Crosse 

and surrounding communities. 

Along with their band, Matt & 

Sherry will provide an evening of 

uplifting praise & worship music. 

Their prayer is to see the body of 

Christ joining together to lift up 

the name of Jesus Christ, to seek 

God’s holy and healing presence, 

and in Him, find the power of the 

transformed life. 

 
What CityPrayz is not… 

 Not a new church or replace-

ment for your church 

 Not a Bible study or sermon 

 Not exclusive to any denomina-

tion, fellowship, or faith tradi-

tion (or lack thereof) 

 Not limited to a particular age, 

or social status 

CityPrayz Let It Out! 
June 10th, 2011 7:30 PM 

"That the World May Know" 

(June 25-July 1, 2011)  
Two major and outstanding international speak-

ers! Randy Clark is returning for the first half of 

our conference, and Rachel Hickson from Great 
Britain will be with us for most of the week. Also 

speaking will be Walt White, an American Bap-
tist missionary who specializes in ministry and 

evangelism to Muslims. 

 
Visit http://www.hsrm.org/ to see the schedule 

and more information. 

2011 Holy Spirit Conference-Green Lake 

LAST CITYPRAYZ!!! 

Bands: 
 MercyMe 
 Jeremy Camp 
 Kutless 
 Matthew West 
 Group I Crew 
 Vota 
 Anthem Lights 
 And More…. 

August 5-6 2011 @  Winsted, MN 
$35.00 and up (depending on ticket) 
(877-840-0457 www.hgmusicfest.com) 

Amazing Concert 
with  

Amazing Bands  
Focused on God!!! 
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Books 

&  

Movies 

To 

Check 

Out: 

By. Stephanie 

Larson 

Craig Groeschel was 
realizing that even 
though he has a suc-
cessful ministry and 
he believed in God, he 
was leading his 
Church like God didn’t 
exist.   Groeschel’s 
journey will immerse 
you and challenge 
you into a deeper, Christ filled life.  You 
might find this book asking the question: 
Am I putting my whole faith in God but still 
living as if everything is up to me?  Another 
wonderful thing about this book is it also 
has a group study. 

Have you visited the Viroqua United Meth-

odist Church Library recently?  

 If not, you are missing out! 

Here’s something we offer that might      

interest you: 

 
Kids & Families (VHS tape) 

The ButterCream Gang in Secret 
of Treasure Mountain.  

Eldon hopes that the ancient 
Spanish treasure map will make 
him rich so he can help Mr.Graff 
who is about to lose his home.  

Eldon must often make difficult 
decisions that help him discover 
much more than gold.  He finally 
sees himself as others do and be-

gins to understand what being a 
hero really means.  (This movie 
also comes with a Parent’s guide 

to do with your family.) 
 
Kids & Families (Audio Tapes) 
Adventures in Odyssey 

in The Search for Whit. 
Mr. Whittaker’s been 
working in the Middle 
East for the past year 

and something’s gone 
terribly wrong.  Jason & 
Eugene are caught in a 
web of international in-

trigue.  Can they find 
Whit before the bad 
guys do? 

 
Adult (A Novel) 
The Kite Runner. 
This novel tells the story of 

fierce cruelty and fierce yet re-
deeming love.  Khaled Hosseini 
gives us a vivid and engaging 
story that reminds us how long 

his people have been struggling 
to triumph over the forces of 
violence—forces that continue 
to threaten them even today. 

**Don’t forget to come and check out the other selections 
throughout the Library! 

Donna Getter - June 4th 

Tom Arneson - June 5th 

Heather Larson - June 6th 

Lynn Zitzner - June 8th  

Peg Bishop - June 9th 

Janet Starr - June 17th 

Roger Nelson - June 20th 

Isla Larson - June 20th 

Harriet McGarry Storer - June 27th 

Scott Starr - June 28th 

 

Happy Birthday from the Viroqua & Liberty 

Pole United Methodist Churches!!! 

At work, inside burning buildings, Caleb 
lives by the old firefighter's adage: 
Never leave your partner behind. At 
home, in the cooling embers of his mar-
riage, he lives by his own rules. After 
seven years of marriage, Caleb and 
Catherine have drifted so far apart.  Nei-
ther one understands the pressures the 
other faces.  Regular arguments over 
jobs, finances, housework, and outside 

interests have readied them both to move on and just di-
vorce.  Caleb's father challenges him to a 40-day experiment 
he calls 'The Love Dare.' Caleb agrees, but more for his fa-
ther's sake more than for his marriage. While trying to stay 
true to his promise, Caleb becomes frustrated time and 
again. He finally asks his father, 'How am I supposed to 
show love to somebody who constantly rejects me?' When 
his father explains that this is the love God shows to us, 
Caleb makes a life-changing commitment to love God. With 
God's help--he begins to understand what it means to truly 
love his wife. But is it too late to fireproof his marriage?  

From  

Our       

Library 
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Lasagna Garden volunteers needed for planting at Bethel Butikk 
Food Pantry and Thrift Shop at 341 Black River Avenue in Westby 
on Saturday, June 4th. from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
(The project will provide fresh produce for the Bethel Butikk food 
pantry. It will also serve as a model for families to use at home.  The 
"Lasagna Garden" was installed in April by composting deep mulch, 
layered on cardboard.  One of the benefits of the gardening tech-
nique is having few weeds.  The process does not require use of a 
tiller and is inexpensive to create, providing an organic result. Vol-
unteers will share the learning experience under trained leader-
ship.  Contact Debbie Tewalt at 637-6340 if you have questions.)  

Volunteer Opportunity: Organic Garden Result 

Summer Camps 
 

Living Waters Bible Camp 

http://www.lwbc.org/ 

E8932 Reo Ave., Westby, WI 54667  
Phone: (608) 634-4373   
Pine Lake Camp & Retreat 

http://www.pinelakecamp.org/ 

W8301 County Road M, Westfield, WI 53964  
Phone: 1-800-648-9630 or 608-296-2720  

Lake Lucerne Camp & Retreat 

http://www.lakelucernecamp.com/ 

W6460 County Road YY, Neshkoro, WI 54960  

phone: 920-293-4488 toll-free: 877-LUCERNE 

Health Corner For Healthy Living 
taught and believed for all of 

its nearly 2,000 years of his-
tory.  Our current position is 
that people who claim homo-
sexuality as a part of harass-

ment or civil discrimination but 
that the practice of homosexu-
ality is incompatible with the 
Christian faith.  This is my 

paraphrase of our Book of Dis-
cipline, our book or rules and 
government. 
   The Book of Discipline goes 

on to specify that men and 
women may not be ordained 
as Pastors nor may they be 

appointed to serve United 
Methodist Churches who are 
“self-avowed, practicing homo-
sexuals”.  It also specifies that 

United Methodist clergy may 
not participate in same sex 
weddings nor may they take 
place in United Methodist 

Churches. 
   There are people in the 
Church who would like to see 
this position change and have 

fought for this change since 
1972 with less and less suc-
cess.  This means that we have 

debated this issue for 40 years. 
   Because of the prohibition of 
men and women who are self-
identified active homosexuals 

in the United Methodist Church 

in Wisconsin we will be having a 
clergy trial in late June.  One of 
our Pastors announced she is a 
“self-avowed practicing homo-

sexual” in a long term relation-
ship and has been since before 
her ordination.  Our Book of 
Discipline is clear she may not 

serve or be appointed and since 
she will not willingly surrender 
her credentials nor ask that 
they be transferred to another 

denomination that will accept 
her self identification we must 
go through the process of a 

trial. 
   I am informing you of this so 
that you can be praying for our 
Annual Conference both during 

its session in mid June and 
throughout the summer as this 
trial unfolds.  The Pastors who 
will serve on the jury, those who 

will serve as counsels (lawyers) 
as well as the women who will 
stand trial all need our prayers.  
There will be anger and frustra-

tion no matter what happens at 
Annual Conference and at the 
trail.  From Bishop Lee to the 

newest member of the United 
Methodist Church, especially in 
Wisconsin, will be affected and 
that marks the need for prayer. 

…….Continues from front page 

5 Super 
Snacks 
To               
Satisfy 
Your 
Cravings 

You Crave Salt? 
Eat: Popcorn 
You Crave Sweets? 
Eat: Dark Chocolate 
You Crave Something Crunchy 
Eat: Roasted Peanuts 
You Crave a Cold Drink? 
Drink: Tart Cherry Juice 
You Crave Something Filling? 
Eat: Cereal & Milk 

Simple Strengthening Exercises 
Strengthening exercises build your muscles and 
the surrounding tissue and can reduce the mus-
cle loss that occurs with aging. Perform a few 
wall push-ups by standing and facing a wall. 

Place your hands on the wall about the height 
of your shoulders and perform the push-up by 

slowly extending and bending your elbows. Per-
form a few chair squats by sitting in a chair and 
bending slightly as you stand without favoring 
either side of your body or using any support. 
Return slowly to your sitting position and re-

peat the exercise. 
Spiritual Health: Have you ever put off reading 

from your Bible, and the next thing you know 
you’re crawling in bed for some shut eye, telling 
yourself, “I’ll read it tomorrow”  only to “have” 
to put it off again?  Just reading a couple verses, 
a chapter or more can really help you feel con-
nected throughout your day and week.  So next 
time you feel like you’ll just “read it later” just 
open it up read a verse and who knows, some-
times that’s all you need for a day to be great!  



PAGE 5 THE  CROSS  & F LAME JUNE  2011 

Wednesday, June 1st 
9:30am VUMW Executive Committee Meeting 
1:15pm  Prayer Group @ (V) 
 
Thursday, June 2nd 
7:00pm Bible Study @ (V) 
 
Sunday, June 5th 
9:00am Liberty Pole UMC Worship Service 
  Liberty Pole Baptism 
9:00am Viroqua UMC Sunday School (adults) 
10:30am Viroqua UMC Worship Service 
 
Monday, June 6th 
7:00pm Men’s Group @ (V) 
 
Tuesday, June 7th 
7:00pm Liberty Pole Ad. Council Meeting 
 
Wednesday, June 8th 
1:15pm  Prayer Group @ (V) 
 
Thursday, June 9th 
5:30pm LPUMW– Naomi Circle Meeting 
7:00pm Bible Study @ (V) 
 
Sunday, June 12th 
9:00am Liberty Pole UMC Worship Service 
9:00am Viroqua UMC Sunday School (adults) 
10:30am Viroqua UMC Worship Service 
  Pastor Leaves For Annual Conference 
 
Tuesday, June 14th 
6:30pm Trustees Meeting @ (V) 
 
Wednesday, June 15th 
1:15pm  Prayer Group @ (V) 
  Pastor Returns From Annual Conference 

Thursday, June 16th 
7:00pm Bible Study @ (V) 
 
Sunday, June 19th Happy Father’s Day 
9:00am Liberty Pole UMC Worship Service 
9:00am Viroqua UMC Sunday School (adults) 
10:30am Viroqua UMC Worship Service 
  (V) Worship Serves Fortney Hotel Meal 
 
Monday, June 20th 
1:00pm Missions Meeting (V) 
 
Tuesday, June 21st 
6:00pm Viroqua Finance Committee Meeting 
7:00pm Viroqua Ad. Council Meeting 
 
Wednesday, June 22nd 
1:15pm  Prayer Group @ (V) 
 
Thursday, June 23rd 
6:00pm Joint Worship Committee @ (V) 
7:00pm Bible Study @ (V) 
 
Friday, June 24th 
6:00pm Seelow/Haakenson Wedding Rehearsal 
  NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 
Saturday, June 25th 
3:00pm Seelow/Haakenson Wedding @ (V) 
 
Sunday, June 26th 
9:00am Liberty Pole UMC Worship Service 
9:00am Viroqua UMC Sunday School (adults) 
10:30am Viroqua UMC Worship Service 
12:00pm Potluck @ (V) with Israel Presentation 
 
Wednesday, June 29th 
1:15pm  Prayer Group @ (V) 
 
Thursday, June 30th 
7:00pm Bible Study @ (V) 

Calendar for 

June 2011 

 

Congratulations 

Graduates! 
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June Themes 
Flying Flags 
Fathers 
Summer Activities 
Cows/Dairy Products 
 
June Birthdays 
6th– Heather  
17th– Miaya turns 7 
20th– Isla turns 1 
25th– Nevaeh turns 3 
25th– Treyvan turns 3 
28th– Declan turns 3 
 
Special Days 
June 8th -      Day at the Park 
June 29th -    Water Fun 
 
 

Notes 
 Summer - Yeah!! Be sure 
your child has sunscreen and a 
change of clothes at the day-
care.  We will be outside a lot! 
 Milk Moola - We are 
soon ready to send in Milk 
Moola tops again.  Get them 
to the daycare if you have any 
you are saving. 

 Check out the Scholastic 
Books order forms! 

 Thanks to all who have re-
cently made donations to 
Sunbeam Daycare! 

 
How Do I Teach My Child To Get 

Dressed And Undressed? 
 One of our biggest chal-
lenges is learning to adapt our par-
enting as children age.  What is fine 
for a 1-year-old will likely need to 
change for a 2– and 3– and 4-year-
old.  Both caregivers and children 
can get stuck in a rut, doing things 
the same old way. 
 Dressing oneself is a mile-
stone.  So start with the simplest 
tasks: putting on a pair of socks, 

 

then pulling up a pair of pants or 
shorts or pulling on a T-shirt. 
 Begin slowly, teaching one 
task at a time.  After a week or so, 
add a new task.  Along the way, re-
member that young children love 
being in control.  Let your child pick 
the color of socks, for example.  
Even if the socks clash with the rest 
of the outfit, your kid will be proud 
to be the sock picker. 

Dr. Ari Brown (Parents Connect) 
 
 

Keep saving those Milk- Moola 
bottle tops. They help! 

 
Sunbeam Daycare Welcomes 

Donations: 
 Canned Vegetables Canned Fruit   

Juice Toys 
Construction Paper Games    

Trash Bags (13gal) 
Paper Towels Paper Plates 

 
FOR UPD ATES  PL EASE  C HECK  OUR 

WEB SIT E, 
WWW.V IROQUAUMC.ORG/

DAYCARE/INDEX.HTML 

Meet One Of Our Teachers!!! 

 I grew up in South Central Wisconsin, the Mon-
roe/Juda area, then went off to two years of schooling 

at VanderCook College of Music is south Chicago. 

 A few years later I moved to Indiana for a year.  
Then I moved in with my Dad (Pastor Ethan Larson) and 

step-mom Pastor Laverne.  Shortly after, I started 

working at the daycare. 

 I have been with the daycare for a year and a 

half.  My favorite part of working at the daycare is 
seeing how much the kids have missed me when I’ve had 

a day off.  I also love knowing that I get to have a big 
impact on the kids that goes beyond just colors, num-

bers or letters. 

A little about me…. 

Heather Larson 
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   U.M.W.L.P. will meet June 8th  at 5:30 p.m.— 

Program will be by Naomi Circle. 
 
    Hostesses: Deb Solverson, Judy Erickson &                                 

Kimberly Eick 
   Paying Hostesses: Signe Mikkelson, Syneve 

Hagen & Kim Robson 

 
   We will be assembling our mission projects to be 

sent to the conference in-gathering.  Please 
have your items you are furnishing here at the 
church by meeting time.  We will accept them 

on Sunday, June 5th, if that is more convenient 
for anyone.  If you missed out on requests for the 

kit items you may wish to contribute to the ship-
ping cost. 

 
   Alice Diehl is working on the schedule for Hotel 

Fortney Sunday meal.  Liberty Pole is committed 
to (6) Sundays a year.  The Robson family will 

Liberty Pole United Methodist Women 

Viroqua UMC Service Assistants 

Ushers 

June 5: Pat Matz & Gerry Schroeder 

June 12: Bob & Janet Starr 

June 19: Gloria Freilinger & Joanne Hornby 

June 26: Linda & Melissa Weilnau 

Greeters 

June 5: Annabel McGarry 

June 12: David Peterson 

June 19: Dan Casper 

June 26: Lynn Whitney 

Liturgist 

Layne Hanson 

Nursery Attendants 

June 5: Melissa Weilnau 

June 12: Julie Mulvaney-Kemp 

June 19: Heather Larson 

June 26: Amanda Clements 

Liberty Pole UMC Service Assistants 

Ushers/Greeters 

June 5 & 12: Bryce Funk 

June 19 & 26: Leon & Marlene Mellem 

Liturgist 
Joyce Funk 

 

If you cannot do your scheduled week, please 

switch weeks with someone else. 

 
June *30th-4th 
 6th-11th 
 13th-17th 
 20th-25th 
 
July *27th-2nd 
 4th-9th 
 11th-16th 
 18th-23rd 
 25th-30th 
 
Aug. 1st-6th 
 8th-13th 
 15th-20th 
 22nd-27th 
 
Sept. *29th-3rd 
 5th-10th 
 12th-17th 

2011 Summer Mowing Schedule 
 
Brian Funk 
Wayne Robson 
Leland Diehl 
Lloyd Hardy 
 
Brian Gardner 
Bill Marohl 
Dennis Zitzner 
Kevin Robson 
Fred Funk 
 
Eric Deaver 
Jerrid Zitzner & Seth Volden 
Tom Zitzner 
Kent & Roget Thompson 
 
David Slack 
John Burckhardt 
Nick Thompson & Val Lind 

serve September meal & Judy Erickson family 

along with Beverly Bankes will furnish Novem-
ber.  July is still open– call Alice and volunteer.  

You will fall into the rotation only about once 
every two years. 

The IgNite Committee is looking for Volunteers 

for July 13th food and music festival. 

2:00pm-5:00pm: Setup tables & chairs,  

  food preparation, etc. 

5:00pm-7:30pm: Serving Food 

7:30pm-9:30pm: Cleanup 

Please Signup in the Narthex at VUMC 

Do you have a song you’d like to share?  Well 
signup in the Narthex at VUMC on any Sun-

day from June 12th to August 28th. 
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Viroqua Administrative Council Meeting May 17th, 2011  

 

Present: Kathy Hanson, Ethan Larson, 

Charles Stelzner, Cavan Fang, Ardith 

Olson, Janet Welch, Veryel Gerdl, Greg 

Cheever, and Robert Starr. 

 

Kathy opened the meeting at 7 PM with 

a reading from the Upper Room. 

 

***The Minutes of the April Meeting 

were reviewed and unanimously ap-

proved. 

 

Worship Committee: No Report. 

Cavan reported that next Sunday will be 

the last Choir Anthem before the sum-

mer break. Volunteers will be needed 

for summer music. 

 

Care and Nurture Committee: David 

Peterson reported that they had met on 

May 10th. There will be a Pot Luck meal 

on June 26th and Pastor Ethan will report 

on the Trip to the Holy Land. The Com-

mittee has a plan for Fathers Day.  They 

are looking for people to provide the 

Fortney Hotel Meal on June 19th. The 

next meeting will be held on August 9th 

at 1:00 PM. 

 

Mission Committee: The Meeting was 

held on May 16. This report was pro-

vided by Lorna Peterson. 

 

Education Committee: This report was 

given by Kathy and is included in the 

News Letter. 

 

UMW: This report was given by Janet 

Welch and is included in the News Let-

ter. 

 

History Committee: No Report. 

 

SPRC: This report was given by Ardith 

Olson. 

 

Trustee Committee: Greg reported that 

the church was visited by a representa-

tive of Church Mutual Insurance Com-

pany. He had suggested that we increase 

our deductible to $1,000 and thereby 

reduce our premium.  Work on the Par-

sonage is progressing well. Work on the 

basement and the landscaping is com-

plete and they are starting to finish the 

front porch. 

 

Finance Committee: This report was 

given by Chuck and a summary is in the 

News Letter. 

 

Wills, Memorials and Gifts: This re-

port was given by Veryel and this report 

is in the News Letter. 

 

Kathy reported on the Organ Restora-

tion. The work in the church will begin 

in late June or early July. The Organ 

Builder plans to complete the work on 

schedule in September. 

 

Ethan reported that the Annual Confer-

ence is in Wisconsin Dells. Betty Ross 

will be our representative. 

Respectfully            
Submitted by 
Robert A. Starr 

 

Missions Committee Report 

The Mission meeting was held 
May 16th at 1 p.m. 
Present were Pastor Ethan, 
David & Lorna Peterson, Janet 
Starr and Kathy Stelzner. 
The past Mission Sundays we 
have collected: 

 Human Relation Sunday $85.00 
 One Great Hour of Sharing $257.00 
 Native American Ministries $106.00 
 
Sunday, June 26th is the potluck meal & free-will offering for Paul Webster.  Pastor 
Ethan will report on his recent trip to the Holy Land in p.m. 
Through the month of May we will be taking donations for the conference In-
Gathering. 

By. Lorna Peterson 
 

All kids ages 4 through 4th grade. 

July 11th-15th 

1:00pm-3:00pm 

Combined Liberty Pole and Viroqua 

Churches. 

Mark your calendars now. 

More information to follow! 

Vacation 

Bible 

School 
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Christian Education Committee Meeting Minutes May 2nd, 2011 

 

Present:  Joanne Hornby, Linda Weilnau, Sonja Bjerkos, 
Janette Hanson, Pastor Larson, Kathy Hanson 
 
Approve Minutes: Minutes were reviewed and approved. 
                                                                     

Reports: 
Sunday School: Thanks to Melissa Weilnau and Julie Mul-
vaney-Kemp for filling in on May 1st when Kathy and 
Janette were gone.  The older class will present their 
memory work in church on recognition Sunday.                                                                               
Youth: No report.                                                                                             
Daycare: The rummage sale was a success.  We raised 
$323 for the Daycare.  A check has been given to the 
church that should pay everything we owe to date.  We 
will use the rummage sale money for new cubbies and 
paint for the walls in the daycare.  The Trustees will con-
sider our painting request at their meeting this month.                                                                                                          
Confirmation: No report. 
   

Old Business: 
Easter Breakfast: Everything went well.  Thanks to those 
who organized this and did the work.  $100 in proceeds 
was deposited in the Youth account.                                                                                 
Sundae Sunday: This will be held on May 15th at 100:00 
a.m.  Janette will make sure that the correct time is publi-
cized.  
Sunday School Recognition: This will be held on May 15th 
during church.  Pastor Larson will announce the teachers 
of each class and ask the attendees to stand.  Janette will 
get him a list of classes.  The kids’ classes will do a little 
presentation of things they have learned this year.  
Graduate Recognition: This will be held on May 22nd.  Pas-
tor Larson will take care of this. 
Vacation Bible School: Janette and Kathy have reviewed 
some VBS programs.  They will organize a meeting with 
Liberty Pole parents to pick one and do the planning. 
 

New Business: 
Helen Paulsen Macinnis Scholarship: The recipient of this 
scholarship has already been chosen for this year.  Pastor 
Larson will call the school to make sure that the Educa-
tion Committee is the contact for next year.  We agreed 
to implement the following criteria: 

 The recipient must contact the Viroqua 
United Methodist Church in order to claim 
the scholarship. 

 First term grades and proof of registration 
for the second term must be shown before 
receiving the scholarship. 

 The scholarship must be claimed within 12 
months of receipt. 

We will try to implement as much of the above criteria 
as possible this spring when we find out who the recipi-
ent is. 
We will check the file in the office to see if there are 
other considerations to include. 
 

Other: 
Janette read a letter from Kate Mulvaney-Kemp thank-
ing us for the monetary support we gave for her trip to 
inner city Los Angeles.  She described her experience 
and the learning's she took away from the trip. 
 

Next Meeting: Monday, August 1st, 2011 @ 5:30pm 
(potluck) 

 
By. Kathy Hanson 

By. Janette Hanson 

At the end of this year I will be completing my three (3) 

year stint as your finance chairperson. We will be com-

pleting the make-up of our committees this fall prior to 

the charge conference and I would ask that anyone 

interested in replacing me as Chairperson to please 

contact me as soon as you can. You need not have 

experience in accounting as our treasurer, Greg 

Cheever, handles the accounting part and the chair-

person acts as administrator of the committee. The fi-

nance chairperson’s commitment is: 
 Create an agenda for the meeting held on the 

third (3rd) Tuesday of the month at 6:00 PM. 
 Take minutes during the meeting and distribute 

this to the committee members. 
 Follow-up to ensure that committee members 

are meeting their commitments. 
 Attend the administrative council meeting 

which follows the finance meeting at 7:00 PM. 
 Create a finance committee meeting sum-

mary for the next publication of the Cross/

Flame based on the church secretary’s sched-

ule. 
 Attend a once a year budget meeting held in 

September or October. 
 Attend a once a year charge conference 

meeting held in November. 

 

I will continue to be a member of the finance commit-

tee and will spend whatever time is necessary to train 

my replacement. Please consider stepping up to un-

dertake this important role as a lay member of our 

church. 
~Chuck Stelzner 

Finance Chairperson 



The VUMC Finance Committee will 
meet next on Tuesday June 19, 
2011 at 6:00 PM, just prior to the 
administrative council meeting.  Cop-
ies of all financial committee minutes 
and forms can be requested from 
any committee member.  Current 
members of the committee are: 
Robert Starr, Cavan Fang, Orvis 
Primmer, Fred Nelson, Kathy Han-
son, Greg Cheever, Pastor Ethan 
Larson, Veryel Gerdl, and members 
at large are Jerry Schroeder and 
Betty Ross. 

Our ending balance in our checking 
account for April was $3,485.74. In 
addition to this we have a reserve of 
$1,011.99 in our money market sav-
ings account. Our April income was 
$17,374.55 and expenses were 

$16,154.48.  Please refer to the fi-
nancial summary created by Greg 
Cheever if you have any questions 
regarding these figures.  Liberty Pole 
is falling behind on their payments 
($4,700.56 due for February, March 
and April as of May 22nd) which are 
causing a cash flow problem. We 
would like to thank New Hope and 
Retreat churches which have agreed 
to continue paying for Pastor Laverne 
Larsen’s parsonage and medical in-
surance expenses once she goes 
part time. 

Veryel Gerdl reports that our capital 
campaign of total pledges and re-
ceipts stands at $44,239.84. The Vic 
Schaefer matching funds brings this 
total to $88,479.68. To date we have 
paid $43,860.16 for capital improve-

ments with a total of approximately 
$63,000 owed to complete the Par-
sonage and Organ repairs. This 
means that we will have a shortfall of 
approximately $20,000. The finance 
committee is working diligently to try 
to determine where we will make up 
this shortfall by the time the organ 
repairs are completed in September. 
Veryel also reported that our trustees 
and endowment funds have earned 
5.2% year to date. 

I want to thank all of you for your con-
tinuing support of the churches finan-
cial needs. 

Thou shall decree a thing and it 
shall be established unto thee 
    and a light shall shine upon 

thy ways. 
                                               - Job 22:28 

VUMC Finance Committee-May 17th, 2011 

PAGE 10 THE  CROSS  & F LAME  JUNE  2011  

By. Chuck Stelzner 

VIROQUA FINANCIAL SUMMARY—APRIL 2011 
 

 
 

Viroqua UMC 

Beginning Balance $2,265.67 

Deposits $17,374.55 

Disbursements $16,154.48 

Ending Balance $3,485.74 

Financial Highlights:  

Monthly Income $12,992.66 

YTD Income $47,112.59 

Monthly Expenses $8,249.38 

YTD Expenses $51,384.14 

LP Balance $5,146.30** 

Daycare Balance $3,373.26** 

NH/Retreat Balance $(168.29)** 

Apportionment Paid $6,020.00 

Missions/Special Gifts $4,172.63 

Savings Balance $1,011.99 

Cash Flow 

 



The meeting was opened with prayer by Pastor Ethan at 1:00 p.m.   
Those present were Pastor Ethan, David Peterson, Gloria Freilinger, Joanne Hornby, 
Harry Fox and Mary fox. 
Recent events were reviewed—no unfavorable comments were received.  
A potluck dinner will be held on June 26th to hear about Pastor’s trip to the Holy 
Land. 
It was reported that there are some funds available for youth campers who may not 
be able to pay for camping. 
We plan to honor Fathers on Father’s Day. 
David is still working on obtaining music for the next Ig-Night which will be held 
outside. 
Plans were discussed for the next Fortney Hotel meal, and the new picture directory. 
Our next meeting will be August 9th at 1:00 p.m. 
The meeting was adjourned with a prayer by Pastor Ethan at 2:00 p.m. 

Care & Nurture Committee Report 
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Respectfully Submitted: Gloria Freilinger 

LIBERTY POLE FINANCIAL SUMMARY—APRIL 2011 
 

 
 

Liberty Pole UMC 
 

Monthly  Receipts $3,944.50 

Monthly Disbursements $4,073.66 

Year-to-Date Receipts $13,481.05 

Year-to-Date  Disbursements $17,276.30 

Balance on Hand (3-31-11) $184.98 

Conference Apportionment Paid to Date $372.00 

Missions/Special Gifts $383.00 

Conference Apportionments for the year  $9,072.00 

 A big THANK YOU to all 
who worked and brought salads for 
the Salad Luncheon.  We could not 
have a luncheon without the help of 

each one of you.  Thanks also for the donations. 
 We served lunch after the memorial service 
for Lynne Amundson on Tuesday, May 10th.  We 
want to thank the Amundson family for the most 
generous donation.  We have fond memories of 
Lynne and her work in the UMW. 
 Our Executive Committee meets Wednesday, 
June 1st.  We do not meet again until September 1st.  
A happy summer to everyone! 
 Ladies from the Lydia Circle serve cookies 
and coffee before church services May, June & July. 
 Remember to use the library.  There are lots 
of good books.  Just sign the card and leave it on the 
desk. 

Dates To Remember: 
June 1st:     9:30 a.m. Executive Committee 
June 10th:  Vernon Manor Father’s Day Party 
Aug. 2nd-5th:   SOCM Stevens Point 
Aug. 6th:  Drive-In-Day-Ramada Inn,                        
 Stevens Point 
Aug. 14th:  Serve at Bethel Home                                  
 Sunday Service 
Sept. 1st:  12:30 p.m. Executive Meeting 
   1:30 p.m. Lydia Circle: World Thank   
 Offering 

Viroqua United 

Methodist Women 

By. Janet Welch 

 

Executive Meeting was held on May 4th 
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