
Non-Profit Organization 

U.S. Postage  

PAID 

Viroqua, Wisconsin 

54665 

Permit Number 11 

DATE SENSITIVE 

Viroqua and Liberty Pole United Methodist Churches 
Post Office Box 127  
Viroqua, WI 54665 
 
PHONE: 608-637-3551 
FAX: 608-637-8193 
E-mail: info@ViroquaUMC.org 
Website: www.ViroquaUMC.org 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Liberty Pole United Methodist Church– 9:00 A.M. 

Viroqua United Methodist Church– 10:30 A.M. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Liberty Pole UMC– 10:15.A.M. 

Viroqua UMC– 9:00.A.M. (Adults)   9:30.A.M. (Children) 

THE CROSS & THE FLAME 

LIBERTY POLE & VIROQUA UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES  

The Cross & The Flame is published 
monthly by the Viroqua and Liberty Pole 

United Methodist Churches for our 
congregation and friends.                                     

We welcome you with open hearts, open 
arms and open doors. 

 
VIROQUA UMC/OFFICE 

221 S. Center Ave. 

Viroqua, WI 54665 

Phone: 608-637-3551 

Fax: 608-637-8193 

Email: info@ViroquaUMC.org 

www.ViroquaUMC.org 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:30–11:30 a.m. 

Monday–Friday 

 

LIBERTY POLE UMC 
S6759 St. Hwy. 27 

Viroqua, WI 54665 

Phone: 608-675-3630 

 

STAFF 
Ethan Larson, Pastor 

Cell Phone: 608-606-4637 

Parsonage Phone: 608-637-7614 

Email: ethanlarson@msn.com 

Stephanie Larson, Secretary  

March 2011          P.O. Box 127, Viroqua, WI 54665 

Special points of in-

terest: 

 Pastor in India attacked… 

 How do you HEAR God? 

 Lenten Schedule Inside 

 Daycare kids photos 

 Financial Summary Update 

 What’s new with the com-

mittees?  Read and find out! 

World News Pg. 2 

Christian Article Pg. 3 

Humor  Pg. 4 

Local Info Pg. 4 

March Calendar Pg. 5 

Daycare News Pg. 6 

LPUMW News Pg. 7 

Sundays Assistants Pg .7 

Ad Council & Worship Pg. 8 

Education Minutes Pg. 9 

Finance Committee Pg. 10 

Faith Story Info. Pg. 11 

VUMW & History News Pg. 11 

Inside this issue: 

This month we begin 

the season of Lent.  
Last year we focused 

on several different 
crosses that are widely 

used among the Chris-
tian Churches around 

the world.  This year 
we will be looking at a 

Christian symbol 
which is actually a 

blending of three sym-
bols from Judaism and 

first century Christian-
ity. 

 
I am not going to let 

the surprise out quite 
yet as to what that 

symbol is but you may 
be able to find it out 

from some of the 
Worship Committee 

members if your curi-
osity gets the better of 

you. 
 

We will have our 
Lenten Bible study be-

ginning at noon each 
Wednesday starting 

March 16th and run-

ning through April 

20th.  We work hard 
to keep within the 

hour so that anyone 
who would like to join 

us during their lunch 
hour can be a part of 

the study without 
missing either the 

study or work.  Usu-
ally someone brings a 

soup to share and 
each person brings 

their own sack lunch. 
 

We will also continue 
our Lenten evening 

services with Liberty 
Pole hosting a soup 

dinner before our Ash 
Wednesday evening 

service.  Viroqua will 
have a 1:00pm ser-

vice in the Chapel for 
those who do not 

want to go out to Lib-
erty Pole for the eve-

ning service.  Both ser-
vices will include the 

impartation of the 
Ashes and Commun-

ion.  Maundy Thurs-

day evening we will also 

have a service that will 
include Communion. 

 
I talk a bit more about 

Holy Week when we 
get to the April News-

letter. 
 

All in all we have many 
opportunities for every-

one to participate in 
our Lenten Season this 

year, these are opportu-
nities to grow in our 

faith and to grow closer 
to God.  I hope that the 

Holy Spirit will bless you 
during this season of 

preparation for Holy 
Week and Resurrection 

Sunday when we Cele-
brate together Jesus’ 

suffering, his sacrificial 
death and his resurrec-

tion. 

Three Christian Symbols Blended 

Into One, Curious Yet? 

With open hearts & open minds…. 

  

Rev. Ethan Larson 

 The Cross & The Flame 



 Rajasthan state who was stripped, 

beaten and wounded by Hindu ex-

tremists earlier this month is still 

traumatized, while police have yet to 

investigate due to family fears of fur-

ther violence, security and hospital 

officials said. 

 Pastor Hari Shankar Ninama, 65, 

was praying in a home in Amba-

runda, Peepal Khoont, Pratapgarh 

district for an 8-year-old boy’s recov-

ery from illness on Feb. 1 when at 

least 10 Hindu extremists arrived on 

motorbikes and stormed in, he said. 

The assailants beat him and, putting 

him on one of their motorbikes, took 

him outside the village, where they 

stripped off his clothes and struck 

him. 

 They fled after stealing his watch, 

cell phone and a small amount of 

money. 

 Pastor Ninama told Compass that 

he was visiting his daughter Galadh 

Mangiya Bujh in Ambarunda village 

when her neighbor, Lasiya Bujh, re-

quested he pray for his sick child. 

Ambarunda is 17 kilometers (nearly 

11 miles) from Pastor Ninama’s home 

village of Aamliya. 

 “As I sat praying, a group of at least 

10 men interrupted the prayer and 

started to beat me,” Pastor Ninama 

said. 

 Others were awaiting prayer at the 

home of the pastor’s daughter and 

witnessed the attack, including 

Paasu Dindore. 

 “They slapped Pastor Ninama’s 

daughter Galadh and beat the sick 

boy’s father too,” Dindore said. “I was 

there to request Pastor Ninama to 

pray for me, and as soon as the at-

tack took place I fled from the spot 

and witnessed the event from a dis-

tance, hiding.” 

 Pastor Ninama identified two of the 

attackers as Dhuliya and Gautam; 

the others are still unidentified. 

 “They criticized me with abusive lan-

guage and accusations of forced con-

version and made me repeat words 

after them,” Pastor Ninama said, still 

visibly in pain and sobbing.  

 The pastor said they stripped him 

after taking him to the main road 

outside the village.  

 “They hit me again and again merci-

lessly with wooden clubs and their 

hands, fists and legs,” he said. “They 

stole my mobile phone, diary, some 

documents, wristwatch and 500 

rupees (US$11). Threatening me to 

kill me if I continue to spread 

Christianity, they left me naked on 

the road and fled.” 

 Threats 

Area Sub-Inspector Bhagwat 

Singh said the pastor’s family was 

afraid that a police investigation 

would lead to retaliation from the 

extremists. 

 “Ninama’s daughter and son-in-law 

came to the police station requesting 

the police not to pursue the case,” he 

said, adding that police had not in-

vestigated.  

 Area source Sunny Meda told Com-

pass that the extremists have threat-

ened to burn down the home of Pas-

tor Ninama’s daughter if police 

prosecute.  

 “For three days Galadh and her fam-

ily were not allowed to leave the vil-

lage or even go to the marketplace,” 

Meda said. “There is fear and terror 

among the Christian families in the 

village.” 

 Police have yet to make any arrests. 

 Dindore, a member of Pastor Ni-

nama’s house church, said there have 

been no church services since he was 

attacked. 

 Though feeble, however, Pastor Ni-

nama told Compass that he will con-

tinue to evangelize in area villages 

and pray for people wherever and 

whenever called. 

 Sub-Inspector Singh confirmed that 

Pastor Ninama walked naked five 

miles from the site of the beating to 

the police station. 

 “I put some clothes on him when he 

reached the police station,” Singh 

said.  

 Pastor Ninama filed a First Informa-

tion Report, and police have regis-

tered a case for voluntarily causing 

hurt, wrongful restraint, theft, defa-
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Pastor in India Traumatized after Attack  ~World News~ 

http://www.compassdirect.org/ 

mation and intentional insult with 

intent to provoke breach of the peace, 

unlawful assembly and disturbing a 

religious assembly. 

 Injuries 

The pastor received treatment at Ma-

hatma Gandhi Medical Center for two 

days before 

being trans-

ferred to a pri-

vate hospital. 

 Dr. Ravi 

Upadhaya told 

Compass that 

Ninama’s inju-

ries were emo-

tional as well 

as physical.  

 “He had soft tissue injuries in many 

parts of his body, including bruise 

marks all over his back and thigh, 

ranging from five centimeters to eight 

centimeters long and two to five centi-

meters wide,” Dr. Upadhaya said. “He 

also had a sharp wound behind his 

neck which bled, and the victim com-

plained of internal chest pain. But 

more than physical pain, the 65-year-

old man is mentally traumatized.” 

 He was discharged from the private 

hospital on Feb. 11 and still complains 

of having body pain. 

 A farmer, Pastor Ninama converted 

from Hinduism to Christianity 12 

years ago. He and his wife have six 

daughters and two sons. He leads a 

house church in his home for about 40 

people from his own and nearby vil-

lages, including the village where the 

attack took place. 

 The Congress Party is in power in 

Rajasthan, with Ashok Gehhlot as 

chief minister since December 2008. 

Previously the Bharatiya Janata 

Party ruled, passing a controversial 

“anti-conversion law,” which outlaws 

forced or fraudulent conversion but is 

frequently misused to harass Chris-

tians with false accusations. 

 The bill makes conversion a non-

bailable offense subject to immediate 

arrest and up to five years in jail. The 

bill faced stiff opposition from then-

Gov. Pratibha Devisingh Patil, now 

the president of India.  

Hindu extremists beat, strip 65-year-old leader in Rajasthan.  NEW DELHI, February 17  

 

Sharing of personal testimonies or 

“Faith Stories” during worship is part 

of our Four-Year Plan.  So starting 

this January, the Viroqua congrega-

tion will be having Faith Stories in 

church once a month—generally on 

the fourth Sunday when the choir has 

the week off.   

The Faith Story is a 
chance for you to tell 
about a way that God 
has touched your life, or 
an experience that affected you spiri-

tually, or a memory about your life in 

the church, or a practice that helps 

you grow in faith, or whatever else 

about your spiritual journey that you 

fell called to share.  The Faith Story 

does not have to be a deep theologi-

cal proclamation, nor a wrenching 

emotional revelation, nor a heavy-

duty spiritual biography—unless that 

is what God is telling you to say.  It 

could be something as simple as why 

you go to church, or what your fa-

vorite Bible passage means to you, or 

what your favorite Sunday School 

teacher or camp counselor said that 

you have never forgotten.  We want 

even those who are not hardcore 

Bible experts to feel comfortable 

sharing a story about their life in 

faith, or a thought on their relation-

ship with God. 

We ask each of you to think about all 

the stories God has given you, and 

consider sharing one of those stories 

with your church family.  Even if you 

feel out of practice at talking about 

God, Pastor Ethan can help you put 

your Faith Story into words.  Please 

call Kathie Stelzner at 538-3760 if 

you have a story you might want to 

share. 

Tell me a story… 

Viroqua United Methodist Women 
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Executive Meeting was held on February 3 

By. Cavan Fang 

History Committee 
The History Committee is working 
on making a display of Confirma-
tion pictures.  We are missing 
many pictures.  If you have any 
pictures that we do not have, 
please turn them in to the office.  
We can have copies made so you 

can keep your picture. 

We have the following years 

completed: 

1941 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1947 

1965 

1968 

1969 

1971 

1972 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1981 

1983 

1984 

1985 

1986 

1987 

1988 

1989 

1990 

1991 

1992 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

1998 

1999 

2000 

2003 

We have pictures for 1942, 
1946, 1967, 1974, 1980 and 
2001 but do not have every-
one identified.  If you can 
help us please contact the 
office or someone on the 

History Committee. 

Thank you 

Our 2011 Handbook is finished.  Our 
church secretary, Stephanie Larson, not 
only printed them but cut and stapled 
them together.  Thanks, Stephanie.  If 
anyone who does not have a copy wants 
one just ask one of the officers.  

The weather was not the best but we had 
our Chili Supper on February 3rd and 
cleard $365.00 

On February 3rd the Lydia Circle met at the 
church.  The program was “Prayer & Self-Denial.  
Lynn Whitney was hostess. 
March Calendar: 
March 2 ~ 9:30am Executive Meeting 
March 3 ~ Lydia Circle @Lounge  
Joanne Hornby, hostess 
March 4 ~ World Day of Prayer - St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church 
March 23 ~ Taco Supper             
Ecumenical  Lenten Worship Service, Viroqua 
March 29 ~ Cluster-Bloom City 

 
    

 

 

By Janet Welch 



 The VUMC Finance Com-
mittee will meet next on Tuesday 
March 15, 2011 at 6:00 PM, just 
prior to the administrative council 
meeting.  Copies of all financial 
committee notes/forms can be re-
quested from any committee 
member. 

 Our ending balance in our 
checking account for January was 
$14,004.93. In addition to this we 
have a reserve of $1,011.14 in our 
money market savings account. 
Our January income was 
$14,919.34 and expenses were 
$10,769.36.  This income includes a 
large check received for the UM-
COR Uganda mission. Our thanks 
go out to this anonymous donor. 
The committee raised our monthly 
apportionment payments for 2011 
from $850 to $1,000. One of our 

church members also donates $50/
month towards our apportion-
ments (thank you). We will evalu-
ate giving during the year to deter-
mine if we can increase this as our 
2010 apportionment is $18,168 
which will put us at 69% by year 
end. When total giving is measured 
against 2009-2010 for the last 4 
months we are down 4.5%. We are 
still able to meet the churches ex-
penses and for this we thank every-
one. Trustees noted that it will cost 
approximately $1,700 to fix/
remodel the choir room which will 
be accomplished in the near future. 
Trustees will be looking into 
whether we should file an insur-
ance claim for the water damage 
caused by breaking pipes in the 
bathrooms as well as any fixes that 
might have to be done to the Day 
Care due to this water. 

 Veryel Gerdl reports that 
our capital campaign for total 

pledges and receipts stands at 
$44,239.84. He also reported that 
our trustees and endowment funds 
earned .87% in January. 

 We would like to thank the 
Liberty Pole United Methodist 
Church for paying their parsonage, 
secretary and Pastor expenses in a 
timely fashion, it is appreciated. 

 An audit of our accounts was 
completed by Orvis Primmer with all 
accounts balancing. Thank you Orvis 
for completing this audit. 

 

My soul finds rest in 
God alone: My salvation 
comes from Him.  
                                          

                      Psalms 62:1 

 

 

God bless you all. 

Chuck Stelzner, Finance Chairperson 

VUMC Finance Committee-February 15, 2011 
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY—DECEMBER 2010 
 

 
 

Viroqua UMC 

 
 

Liberty Pole UMC 
 

Monthly  Income   

Monthly Expenses   

Year-to-Date Income   

Year-to-Date  Expenses   

Beginning Balance (checkbook)   

Ending Balance (checkbook)   

Liberty Pole shared expense   

Conference Apportionment Paid to Date   

Missions and Special Gifts Paid to Date   

Savings    

 

By. Chuck Stelzner 

FINANCIAL SUMMARY—JANUARY 2011 
 

 
 

Viroqua UMC 

 
 

Liberty Pole UMC 
 

Monthly  Income $14,919.34 $3,530.05 

Monthly Expenses $10,769.36 $9,413.25 

Year-to-Date Income $14,919.34 $3,530.05 

Year-to-Date  Expenses $10,769.36 $9,413.25 

Beginning Balance (checkbook) $9,032.26  

Ending Balance (checkbook) $14,004.93 $1,902.97 

Liberty Pole shared expense $1,431.06  

Conference Apportionment Paid to Date   

Missions and Special Gifts Paid to Date   

Savings $1,011.14  

Hearing from God 
….. Billboards & All 

Wouldn't it be great if hearing from 
God was as simple as reading a bill-
board as you're driving? Just think, 
you could be driving down the road 
and God could simply choose one of 
a zillion billboards on the side of the 
road to get your attention. There 
you'd be with a mapped out mes-
sage right from God. Pretty cool, 
huh? I've often thought that method 
would certainly work for me! 
On the other hand, God could decide 
to use something more subtle. Like a 
gentle rap on the side of our head 
whenever we veer 
off the course. 
Yup, there's a 
thought....God 
smacking people 
whenever they 
weren't listening. 
I'm afraid we'd all 
be walking around pretty much in a 
daze from all that "activity". 
Hearing from God is a learned skill. 
Of course, you could be one of the 
lucky ones like Moses, who was 
walking up the mountain, minding 
his own business, when he stumbled 
onto the burning bush. Most of us 
don't have those kinds of encounters 
so we find ourselves looking for 
ways to tell if we're hearing from 
God. 
So ... How Can I Tell if I'm Really 
Hearing From God? 
Here are some common ways God 
talks to us: 
·   
HIS WORD. In order to actually 
"hear" from God, we have to learn 
some things about God's character. 

We have to develop an understanding 
of who God is, and the way He does 
things. Fortunately for us, all that info is 
available in the Bible. The book goes 
into a lot of detail about how we can 
expect God to react, what kinds of ex-
pectations He has for us, and most 
specifically, how He expects us to treat 
other people. 
·   
OTHER PEOPLE. Many times God will 
use other people to try to get through 
to us. It's possible for God to use any-
one at any time, but I find more mes-
sages coming from people who are 
practicing Christians than non-
practicing ones. 
·   
OUR CIRCUMSTANCES. Sometimes 

the only way God can 
teach us something is 
to allow circumstances 
in our life to lead us 
THROUGH the very 
thing we need to dis-
cover. When we realize 

we're hearing from God through the 
circumstances, we're able to move 
another step forward. 
·   
THE STILL SMALL VOICE. Most of the 
time God uses a tiny voice inside us to 
let us know when we're not on the 
right path. Some people call it "the 
voice of peace". Whenever we're con-
templating something and we don't 
have peace about it, it's a very good 
idea to stop and carefully look at the 
options. There's a reason we don't feel 
peace about it. 
·   
THE ACTUAL VOICE. Sometimes we're 
able to "hear" something in our spirit 
that sounds to us like an actual audi-
ble voice. Or all of a sudden, you just 
know you heard something from 

somewhere. Pay attention to those 
occasions because it's very likely 
God trying to tell you something. 
                                                                    
When God Talks......Shut Up and Lis-
ten 
Let me give you an example. A cou-
ple years ago I signed up to become 
a hospital visitor for my church. 
When I first saw the notice in our 
church bulletin, I immediately felt I 
should respond. But, I let it pass. 
Over the next couple of weeks, the 
thought occurred to me off and on 
so I said to myself, "If I see the notice 
in the bulletin this coming Sunday, I'll 
sign up." 
Of course, it was in there. But this 
time when I saw it, there was no get-
ting away from it. I finally had to say, 
"OK, OK God, I'm going!" 
So there I was doing hospital visits 
for the first time. I was nervous, but I 
prayed A LOT before I went, and I 
was doing OK. On my way to my 
second hospital, I prayed again that 
God would use me to represent Him 
to all the sick people, giving comfort, 
etc. 
Right in front of the hospital was a 
crosswalk with a traffic light. As I 
stood at the corner I kept praying, 
starting to cross, even though the 
light was red. I mean, I was in a hurry 
trying to get to all those sick people! 
Right in the middle of the street I 
heard, "So you want to represent Me, 
and you can't even make it across 
the street without breaking the law?" 
I was so shocked by this, I said the 
most spiritual thing I could think of .... 
"Oops". 
God uses lots of things to talk to us. 
But actually hearing from God isn't 
so much a matter of "IF" He's talking, 
it's whether we're listening. 
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Some people call it “the voice 

of peace”...There’s a reason 

we don’t feel peace about it. 

By. Karen Wolff 

 



tament, Whether you are learning it 
for the first time or just want a re-
fresher, this seminar is for you. The 
seminar will take place at First Baptist 
Church, located at 341 North Shore 
Drive in New Richmond, Wisconsin. 
Cost is $20 for adults 7th grade and 
up, and $15 for children ages 5 
through 6th grade and includes the 

seminar, workbook, and lunch.  

Please send registration to New Rich-
mond UMC, 209 East 2nd Street, 
New Richmond, WI 54017, attn: 
Maybelle Hall. For more information, 
contact Maybelle Hall at 715-497-
4568.  

New Richmond United Meth-
odist Church and First Baptist 
Church are presenting Walk 
Thru the Bible, a New Testa-
ment seminar, on Saturday, 
March 19th, from 9 a.m. - 4 
p.m. This action-packed semi-
nar grasps the special messages 
and meanings of the New Tes-
tament characters, themes, 
places, and events in a fun, 
interactive learning adventure 
and overview of the New Tes-
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WALK THRU THE BIBLE      

NEW TESTAMENT SEMINAR  

A local priest and pastor stood by the side of the road holding up a sign 
that said, "The End is Near! Turn yourself around now before it's too late!"  
They planned to hold up the sign to each passing car.  
"Leave us alone you religious nuts!" yelled the first driver as he sped by.  
From around the curve they heard a big splash. "Do you think," said one 
clergy to the other, "we should just put up a sign that says 'bridge out' 
instead?" 

March Laugh Corner 

http://newrichmondwiumc.org/ 

Door Of Hope:                                           
“Get Smart Program” 

There are two overriding needs: First is 
parenting skills and second is baby 
supplies.  Many centers want to help 
the young women who come to them.  
They give out clothing and equipment.  
While the motive is admirable the 
method simply reinforces the “free 
ride” mentality.                                                             
In this program the girls earn Baby 

Bucks by learning.  The learning 
process is through watching videos, 
discussing the videos and then do-
ing a homework sheet on the spe-
cific topic.                                                               
The participants can use the Baby 
Bucks to buy diapers, clothing, sup-
plies, cribs, strollers etc.   

Donations that are in good condition 
and have not been recalled are wel-

comed.  Diapers and diaper wipes 
are always needed as they are 
earned and go away quickly.  If you 
have any questions about the pro-
gram or would like a tour please 
call Beverly Bell at 608-637-8688.   

We are truly blessed to give these 
participants a chance to earn items 
for their child, learn about care, and 
to see how we represent our Lord. 

Present:  Kristen parrot, Joanne Hornby, Chuck Mul-
vaney-Kemp, Janette Hanson, Mallory Hanson, Kathy 
Hanson 

Approve Minutes: Minutes were reviewed and ap-
proved.                                                                     

Reports: 

Sunday School:  Valentines were made on February 
6 and distributed on February 13. The older class 
took the Valentines to Jean West, Janet Schipper, 
and several people at Vernon Manor. A bunch of Val-
entines was also left at the desk for the staff to distrib-
ute. They were appreciated by those who received 
them.                                                      Kathy will need 
to order more materials soon for the spring quarter.                                                                   
Sunday School membership was discussed and the 
possible grouping of kids for next year.                                         

Youth: Julie and Melissa helped with the Soup & Sub 
Fund Raiser.                                                                  

Daycare:  The daycare is full and making progress in 
getting caught up with what is owed the church.  The 
Daycare Board is asking that we use the money from 
the Education Budget to pay our portion of the 
church’s insurance. It was discovered that our 
budget categories/figures are mixed around in the 
Charge Conference Booklet. Janette will talk to 
Chuck Stelzner and Greg Cheever about how to cor-
rect this error.                                 

Confirmation:  No report. 

Old Business: 

Soups & Subs: The profits were $381.00 and will be 
given to the daycare.                                                          

Kate Mulvaney Kemp Mission Trip: Kate will be going 
on this trip in March.  We took care of getting the 
check written to send in for our donation to this trip.                                      

Baptism Bible: Sonja has purchased the Bible for 

Sawyer Clements.  Janette will talk to Amanda 
about a time to present it to him.  Kathy will ask 
Stephanie to let the committee know when there is 
going to be a baptism so that we can have a Bible 
there that day.                                     

Vouchers: Janette showed us the vouchers that we 
should use when we spend money from our budget.  
There are kept in the Education mailbox.  Janette 
would sign all vouchers.  When any one of us fills 
one out, we should leave it in the mailbox for 
Janette to sign.  She will bring a report to the com-
mittee at each meeting about what has been spent. 

New Business: 

Taco Supper: The Taco Supper will be held on 
March 23.  Sonja will head up this project again this 
year.  She will coordinate this with Mary Mulvaney 
Kemp and Linda Weilnau.  Kathy will make the 
cakes again.             

Easter Breakfast: Sonja will coordinate this project 
also.  Janette and Kathy offered to help. 

VBS: We will not use CEF for Bible School this sum-
mer.  We will talk informally to Liberty Pole parents 
and Immanuel Lutheran to see what options might 
be possible.  We’ll discuss it again at the next meet-
ing. 

Other: 

Church Library: Kristin has been working with Hess 
Nelson in the library.  She has the children’s shelf 
and the Teacher Resource shelf organized and 
ready for use.  We will take the Sunday School kids 
to the Library this spring, and read some of the 
books.  Janette will talk to Hess about the kids 
checking out books. 

We are cooking the Fortney Hotel meal during this 
meeting and will deliver it when we are done. 

Next Meeting: Monday, April 4th @ 5:30pm 
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Christian Education Committee Meeting Minutes 

February 20, 2011 
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Viroqua Administrative Council Meeting February 15, 2011  

The meeting opened promptly at 

7:00pm. 

Members Present: Kathy Hanson, 
Greg Cheever, Cavan Fang, Orvis 
Primmer, Chuck Stelzner, Janet Welch, 

Veryel Gerdl, and Robert Starr. 

Kathy opened the meeting with a Devo-
tion from the Upper Room.  The min-
utes of the last meeting were approved 

unanimously. 

Worship Committee: This was pre-
sented by Cavan.  (See article below for 

report given by Cavan Fang.) 

Missions Committee: No Meeting.  
The next meeting is February 28th at 

1PM. 

Care & Nurture Committee: No Re-

port.  

Education Committee: Kathy reported 
that the Committee will be providing 
the meal at the Fortney Hotel on the 3rd 
Sunday of February.  See entire article 

on next page (page 9). 

UMW: Report will be provided to the 
Newsletter by Janet Welch.  She re-

ported that the handbook had been 
completed.  The Chili Supper was a 

success.  See page 11. 

SPRC: Ardith will provide a report to 

the Newsletter. 

Trustee Committee: Orvis reported 
that a contract has been let to repair the 
deteriorating walls of the basement mu-
sic room.  The Committee is consider-

ing bids on the West and South Entry 
areas where the wood is in need of re-
pair.  They are also considering repair 
of the water damaged wall inside the 
entry area.  Painting of the inside areas 
of the church had been considered and 

it was felt this could be deffered be-
cause of all the other expenses the 

church has had in recent years. 

Finance Committee: Chuck gave the 

report and a summary will be provided 

for the Newsletter.  See page 10. 

Wills, Memorials, and Gifts Commit-

tee: This report was given by Veryel. 

The Meeting was closed at 7:45 PM 

with the Lord’s Prayer.  

  

Respectfully  
Submitted by 
Robert A. Starr 

Worship Committee Report 
February 10th, 2011 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 9.  Services 
will be 1 p.m. at Viroqua, and 7 p.m. at Liberty Pole.  

The Liberty Pole UMW will serve a soup supper start-

ing at 5:30p.m. 

Starting on Wednesday March 16, we will have a 

weekly Lenten Study Group at Viroqua.  The group 

will meet from noon to 1 p.m., so that those who 

work in town can come on their lunch hour. 

Our ecumenical evening worship services will be at 

Immanuel Lutheran on March 16, at Viroqua (with 
Taco Supper) on March 23, and at Saint Mary’s on 

March 30.  The April 6 joint evening worship at Viro-

qua will be a Lenten service of comfort and remem-
brance, patterned after December’s “Blue Christmas” 

service which was canceled due to bad weather.  The 

April 13 joint evening worship at Liberty Pole will be 
a service of Lessons and Lenten Hymns, similar to a 

Christmas Lessons and Carols service.  All evening 

By. Cavan Fang 

services will be at 7 p.m. 

The worship committee is investigating options to 

replace the current name tag board with a system of 

family mailboxes, to be placed in the narthex.  We 
welcome any suggestions and recommendations.  

We plan to discuss the idea with the Trustees at their 

March 8 meeting. 

Our next meeting will be Thursday March 10 at 6 

p.m. 
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Wednesday, March 2nd 
9:30am VUMW Executive Meeting 
1:15pm  Prayer Group 
6:00pm Choir Practice 
 
Thursday, March 3rd 
1:30pm  Lydia Circle @ VUMC Lounge 
7:00pm Bible Study 
 
Friday, March 4th 
1:00pm  World Day of Prayer @ St. Marys 
 
Sunday, March 6 
9:00am Liberty Pole UMC Worship Service 
9:00am Viroqua Adult Sunday School 
9:30am Viroqua Kids Sunday School 
10:15am Liberty Pole Kids Sunday School 
10:30am Viroqua UMC Worship Service 
 
Tuesday, March 8th 
1:00pm  Care & Nurture Committee Meeting 
6:00pm Trustees 
 
Wednesday, March 9th 
1:00pm  (V) Ash Wednesday Service 
5:30pm Liberty Pole UMW Serves SoupSupper 
6:00pm Choir Practice 
7:00pm (LP) Ash Wednesday Service 
 
Thursday, March 10th 
6:00pm Joint Worship Committee 
7:00pm Bible Study 
 
Sunday, March 13th 
9:00am Liberty Pole UMC Worship Service 
9:00am Viroqua Adult Sunday School 
9:30am Viroqua Kids Sunday School 
10:15am Liberty Pole Kids Sunday School 
10:30am Viroqua UMC Worship Service 

Tuesday, March 15th 
6:00pm Finance Meeting 
7:00pm (V) Ad Council Meeting 
 
Wednesday, March 16th 
12:00pm Lenten Bible Study 
1:15pm  Prayer Group 
6:00pm Choir Practice 
7:00pm Lenten Service @ Immanuel Lutheran 
 
Thursday, March 17th 
7:00pm Bible Study 
 
Sunday, March 20th 
9:00am Liberty Pole UMC Worship Service 
9:00am Viroqua Adult Sunday School 
9:30am Viroqua Kids Sunday School 
10:15am Liberty Pole Kids Sunday School 
10:30am Viroqua UMC Worship Service 
 
Monday, March 21st 
7:00pm Men’s Group 
 
Wednesday, March 23rd 
12:00pm Lenten Bible Study 
1:15pm  Prayer Group 
4:30pm Taco Supper 
6:00pm Choir Practice 
7:00pm Lenten Service @ VUMC 
 
Thursday, March 24th 
7:00pm Bible Study 
 
Sunday, March 27th 
9:00am Liberty Pole UMC Worship Service 
9:00am Viroqua Adult Sunday School 
9:30am Viroqua Kids Sunday School 
10:15am Liberty Pole Kids Sunday School 
10:30am Viroqua UMC Worship Service 
 
Wednesday, March 30th 
12:00pm Lenten Bible Study 
1:00pm  Daycare Board Meeting 
1:15pm  Prayer Group 
6:00pm Choir Practice 
7:00pm Lenten Service @ St. Mary’s 
 
Thursday, March 31st 
7:00pm Bible Study 

Calendar for March 2011 
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March Themes 
Lions & Lambs 
Dr. Seuss 
St. Patricks Fun 
Spring Weather 
 

Special Days 
1st — Wear White 
2nd — Wear Yellow 
3rd — Wear Brown 
7th — Dr. Seuss Day 
10th — Sack Lunch 
17th — Wear Green 

23rd — Plant Seeds 
24th — Sack Lunch 
30th — PJ & Movie Day 
 
March Birthdays 
27th — Treyton turns 4 
31st — Val (teacher) 

 
Notes 

 The weather will be wet and 
sloppy during March.  Make 
sure your child has boots and 
a change of clothes at day-
care. 

 The annual Taco Supper will 
be held at the church on 
March 23 beginning at 4:30.  
It’s a great meal in a fun at-
mosphere!  Put it on your 
calendar now and bring the 
whole family.  The proceeds 

WHY IS PLAY IMPORTANT FOR KIDS? 

 IT HELPS CHILDREN GROW STRONG AND HEALTHY 

 CHILDREN LEARN ABOUT THE MEANING OF THINGS IN THE WORLD 

 CHILDREN LEARN ABOUT PEOPLE 

 IT HELPS CHILDREN LEARN & GROW IN A WAY THAT HELPS THEM FEEL GOOD ABOUT THEMSELVES 

 IT IS PRACTICE FOR BEING GROWN-UP 

 

benefit Sunbeam Daycare. 
 Thanks to all who have re-

cently made donations to 
Sunbeam Daycare! 

 
Keep saving those Milk- Moola 

bottle tops.  
They help! 

 
Sunbeam Daycare Welcomes 

Donations: 
 Canned Vegetables Canned Fruit   

Juice Toys 
Construction Paper Games    

Trash Bags (13gal) 
Paper Towels Paper Plates 

 
Thank you to those who have do-
nated items recently!!! 

 
FOR UP D AT ES PL E ASE C H EC K OUR WE BSIT E,  

W WW. VIROQU AU MC.ORG /D AYC AR E/
IN DEX.H TM L 

SOME OF OUR KIDS DOWN HERE AT THE DAYCARE 
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for “World Day of Prayer” at 1:00PM.  
Message prepared by World Day of 
Prayer committee of Chile.  Topic — 
How many Loaves Have You.  It is a 
very uplifting experience to know 
churches around the world are ob-
serving this same date and program 
with us. 

March 29th: Annual cluster meeting 
of the UMW is at Bloom City church.  
They always have an interesting 
speaker, and an opportunity to meet 
other UMW’s in our cluster. 

The program books for 2011 are 
available at the entry table at the 
door, help yourself to a copy.  They 
will also be available at our next 
meeting. 

Serving hostesses for March are: 

Sarah Vikemyr and Judy Christianson 

Paying hostesses for March are:  

Elizabeth Evans, Amber Bush, Valerie 
Lind. 

March UMW 
meeting will be 

rescheduled due to March 9th being 
Ash Wednesday.  Date will be an-
nounced.   

Upcoming dates to remember: 

March 9th: Ash Wednesday service 
at Liberty Pole, 7:00PM — Soup Sup-
per will be served prior to service.  
Everyone is welcome! 

March 4th: Plan to join “Church 
Women United” at St. Mary’s church 

Liberty Pole United Methodist Women 

Viroqua UMC Service Assistants 

Ushers 

March 6: David & Lorna Peterson 

March 9: Dan Casper 

March 13: Joanne Hornby & Miny Hirschfield 

March 20: Veryel & Lorraine Gerdl 

March 23: Joanne Hornby & Miny Hirschfield 

March 27: Ardith Olson & Janet Welch 

Greeters 

March 6: Annabel McGarry 

March 9: Dan Casper 

March 13: David Peterson 

March 20: Dan Casper 

March 23: Dan Casper 

March 27: Gloria Freilinger 

Liturgist 

Joanne Hornby 

Nursery Attendants 

March 6: Kathy Hanson 

March 13: Julie Mulvaney-Kemp 

March 20: Stephanie Larson 

March 27: Melissa Weilnau 

Liberty Pole UMC Service Assistants 

Ushers/Greeters 

March 6 & 13: Brian & Tammy Gardner 

March 20 & 27: Janet & Gary Thompson 

Liturgist 

Chuck Metz 

Liberty Pole Special Music                   

To Look Forward Too! 

March 
March 6: We will be singing hymn 347 

while communion is being served 

March 9: (Ash Wed.) Holly Slack  

March 13: Tamie Thompson 

March 20: Chandlor Volden 

March 27: Metz Family Singers 

Viroqua & Liberty Pole UMC                                  
Acolyte Assistants 

Viroqua 

March 6: Ted Hanson 

March 13: Mackenzie Stalsberg 

March 20: Tyler Pierce 

March: 27: Mallory Hanson 

Liberty Pole 
Volunteers 
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Inside this issue: 

This month we begin 

the season of Lent.  
Last year we focused 

on several different 
crosses that are widely 

used among the Chris-
tian Churches around 

the world.  This year 
we will be looking at a 

Christian symbol 
which is actually a 

blending of three sym-
bols from Judaism and 

first century Christian-
ity. 

 
I am not going to let 

the surprise out quite 
yet as to what that 

symbol is but you may 
be able to find it out 

from some of the 
Worship Committee 

members if your curi-
osity gets the better of 

you. 
 

We will have our 
Lenten Bible study be-

ginning at noon each 
Wednesday starting 

March 16th and run-

ning through April 

20th.  We work hard 
to keep within the 

hour so that anyone 
who would like to join 

us during their lunch 
hour can be a part of 

the study without 
missing either the 

study or work.  Usu-
ally someone brings a 

soup to share and 
each person brings 

their own sack lunch. 
 

We will also continue 
our Lenten evening 

services with Liberty 
Pole hosting a soup 

dinner before our Ash 
Wednesday evening 

service.  Viroqua will 
have a 1:00pm ser-

vice in the Chapel for 
those who do not 

want to go out to Lib-
erty Pole for the eve-

ning service.  Both ser-
vices will include the 

impartation of the 
Ashes and Commun-

ion.  Maundy Thurs-

day evening we will also 

have a service that will 
include Communion. 

 
I talk a bit more about 

Holy Week when we 
get to the April News-

letter. 
 

All in all we have many 
opportunities for every-

one to participate in 
our Lenten Season this 

year, these are opportu-
nities to grow in our 

faith and to grow closer 
to God.  I hope that the 

Holy Spirit will bless you 
during this season of 

preparation for Holy 
Week and Resurrection 

Sunday when we Cele-
brate together Jesus’ 

suffering, his sacrificial 
death and his resurrec-

tion. 

Three Christian Symbols Blended 

Into One, Curious Yet? 

With open hearts & open minds…. 

  

Rev. Ethan Larson 

 The Cross & The Flame 


