
 As our culture becomes more and more 

secularized, non-religious, many of us struggle with the 

decreased attendance in our regular worship services, yet 

the reality is that the people who choose to be in worship 

are saying to their families and friends that God is still on 

His throne.  So whether you are here for the Christmas 

Eve Service or the Christmas Morning Service or you are 

in worship with family and friends somewhere else, 

remember that you are joining with your brothers and 

sisters in faith from around the world to remember and to 

celebrate that God chose to become fully human and took 

upon himself body of an infant boy who was born in 

Bethlehem in the Holy lands just over 2,000 years ago.  It 

really is the reason not only for the season but a very real 

reason celebrate that God showed His love for us in birth, 

life, death and resurrection of the Christ Child born to a 

poor Jewish family and that he was born in a cattle shed 

with his first bed being a manger borrowed from the cattle 

and donkeys that slept there each night. 

   

Merry Christmas 

 

Pastor Ethan 
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Merry Christmas 
 

 December, what are your plans for 

Christmas?  Traveling to see family and 

friends?  Friends and family traveling to 

see you?  Our plans are a mixture of both.  We’ll spend 

early Christmas Eve at different Churches celebrating the 

birth of the Messiah with our Church families and later 

home to celebrate together.  And enjoy watching Isla learn 

how to tear Christmas wrapping paper. 

 The next day we’ll celebrate the birth of Jesus 

with family, either in La Crosse or the family will come 

down to Viroqua from La Crosse and Galesville.  We’ll 

have a big meal which will include some Lutefisk for 

those fish lovers in the clan. 

 We’re also planning to add something new this 

year, Rev. Pat Knutson, from the Viola Church, thought it 

would be nice to offer a Christmas Day Service for the 

Circuit and Community this year and the Viroqua Church 

was chosen to host the Service since it is the most centrally 

located Church in our Circuit.  The service will be held at 

10:00 am on Christmas Morning in the Sanctuary of the 

Viroqua Church and will feature an opportunity to 

celebrate as the Church on the Day we remember Jesus’ 

incarnation. 

        

...As our culture becomes more and 

more secularized, non-religious, many 

of us struggle with the decreased 

attendance in our regular worship 

services... 

 What may be surprising to many of you, as it was 

to me a number of years ago,  is that up until the last 

couple of hundred years Christmas Morning Services were 

at least as common as Christmas Eve Services and in fact a 

Sunrise Christmas Morning was and still is the tradition in 

most of Scandinavia. 
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Pastor Larson 

Pastor Ethan and Pastor Laverne Larson are 

celebrating their 5 year wedding anniversary 

on December 23rd. 



The Cross & The Flame is published monthly 
by the Viroqua and Liberty Pole United 

Methodist Churches for our congregation and 
friends. We welcome you with open hearts, 

open arms and open doors. 
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Blue Christmas 
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   Christmas has traditionally been 

a season of light and celebration, 

but not everyone finds it easy to 

be cheerful.  The holidays with 

their forced joyfulness can be a 

difficult time for those who have 

lost a loved one, are facing an 

uncertain future, or are simply 

overwhelmed by life’s circum-

stances. 

   This year our churches are 

hosting a “Blue Christmas” wor-

ship service in cooperation with 

the Viroqua Ministerial Associa-

tion.  A Blue Christmas service is 

a quiet, meditative gathering that 

focuses on healing, recovery, and the 

comfort God offers during dark 

times.  Through prayer, scripture, 

and music we will share our burdens 

with God and one another, and pre-

pare our hearts for the coming of 

the Christ. 

   The Blue Christmas worship ser-

vice is for anyone who needs help 

getting though the holidays.  No 

matter why Christmas has you feel-

ing blue, we hope you will come and 

let God bring peace to your pain.  

The service will be held at Viroqua   

church, 7:00 p.m. on Monday, De-

cember 20 — the longest night of the 

year when the darkness seems great-

est.  Refreshments will be served af-

ter worship during a time for fellow-

ship and mutual support.  All are   

welcome. 

Ring A Bell This Holiday Season 

Once again the holiday season has fast approached and the Salvation 

Army is looking for volunteers to help out their Bell Ringers.  Last Year 

they raised approximately $10,000 which was donated to fire victims, 

needy families, Vernon county food pantries, Toys for Tots and flood vic-

tims for water testing.                                                                                  

We will be ringing in four locations: 

Wal-Mart (outside) 

Agri Center (outside 

Village Market (inside) 

Viroqua Food Co-op (inside) 

Ringing schedules can be from 1 hour to 2 hours or longer if you wish.  

We will ring from November 26th thru December 31st. There are also 

table top kettles if you have a business that would like one to display.  It is 

a very rewarding volunteer experience the whole family can enjoy to-

gether!  For more information please contact:  

Linda Gilardi                                                                                            

(608) 637-2216 

gilardi2@frontiernet.net 
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THANK YOU to Jack Walker for 

providing the Viroqua UMC  

Christmas tree this holiday season. 

ADVENT DEVOTIONS 

Advent Devotional booklets are available in the Vi-

roqua narthex.  We encourage you to take one and 

use it for your daily devotions this Advent season.  

Please call or email the church office if you would 

like a devotional booklet mailed to you.    

Carol Sing and Living Nativity 

We are excited to present our 4th annual Commu-

nity Carol Sing on Sunday, December 12 at 7 p.m.  

Everyone is invited to come to the Viroqua United 

Methodist Church as we all sing some favorite 

Christmas carols together, and enjoy special musi-

cal performances by the Metz Family Singers and 

the West Prairie Singers.  Cookies and hot apple 

cider will be served afterward.  Also, we are featur-

ing a Living Nativity outside from 6 p.m. to 7 

when the program begins inside.  So tell all your 

friends and neighbors to come and join us for a 

special evening! 

Crafters Holiday News Release 

The 20th Annual Friends of VMH Crafter’s Holiday 

will be held Thursday, December 2nd from 9:00 am 

to 4:00 in the Lower Level Conference Center of the 

Viroqua Area Medical Office Building.  Join us for 

delicious baked goods, handmade crafts and holiday 

cheer.  Lunch will be available at The Grille.  The 

friends of VMH will have sale merchandise from 

their Gift Shop and 55 vendors will display their 

handmade crafts.  Volunteers will be on hand to 

guide you.  Admission is free.  Visitors are asked to 

enter through the medical office building main en-

trance.  For more information call Vernon Memorial 

Healthcare at 637-4219. 

Remember or honor a loved one this holiday season with a Friends of VMH Lovelight.  Lovelight trees are located 

in the hospital lobby, at Hirsch Clinic-VMH, and on the Vernon memorial Hospital grounds.  The Lovelight Tree 

Lighting Ceremony will be held Monday, December 13th at 1:30 pm in the main lobby of the hospital.  The public 

is invited.  Holiday tree lights may be reserved in memory of or in honor of a special person in your life for a mini-

mum donation of $5.00 per person per light.  Lovelight donation envelopes are available at Vernon Memorial Hos-

pital as well as area clinics, or simply mail your donation with the names of those you would like to honor or re-

member to: Lovelights, Friends of VMH, 507 S. Main St., Viroqua, WI 54665.  Donations will be ac-

cepted throughout the holidays. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN A BOOK GROUP? 

If you are interested in a book group that would meet    

regularly, let us know what you are thinking.  The idea of this 

possibility came from a group that met to discuss Three 

Cups of Tea at Ig-Nite.  Let Kathy Hanson know if you are       

interested. Friends of VMH Lovelights 2010 



CALENDAR 
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Wednesday, December 1 
1:15pm   Prayer Group - Viroqua 
6:00pm   Choir Practice - Viroqua 

Sunday, December 5 
9:00am     LP UMC Worship Service  
10:30am   Viroqua UMC Worship Service 
7:00pm    Caroling of the Choirs at Good Shepherd  
 

Tuesday, December 7  
7:30pm   Administrative Board—LP 

 

Wednesday, December 8 
10:30am  Viroqua UMW Executive Committee 
Noon      Viroqua UMW potluck 
1:00pm   Viroqua UMW Christmas Program 
5:30pm   Liberty Pole UMW Christmas Program 
6:00pm    Choir practice - Viroqua 
 

Saturday, December 11 
Cleaning day at both Churches 
 

Sunday, December 12 
9:00am     LP UMC Worship Service  
10:30am   Viroqua UMC Worship Service 
7:00pm    Community Caroling  
 

Tuesday, December 14 
6:30pm  Viroqua Trustees 
7;30pm  Liberty Pole Administrative Council 
 

Wednesday, December 15 
1:15pm    Prayer Group - Viroqua 
6:00pm    Choir Practice-Viroqua 

Sunday, December 19 
9:00am     LP UMC Worship Service  
10:30am   Viroqua UMC Worship Service 
5:00pm    Viroqua serves the meal at the Fortney Hotel 
 

Monday, December 20 
7:00pm  Blue Christmas Service at Viroqua 
 

Wednesday, December 22 
1:15pm    Prayer Group - Viroqua 
6:00pm   Choir Practice - Viroqua 

Liberty Pole UMC Service Assistants 

Ushers/Greeters 

December 5 &12: Arden & Lynn Zitzner 

December 19 & 26: Fred & Joyce Funk 

Liturgist 

Cyndy Hubbard 

Friday, December 24 
5:00pm  Christmas Eve Service at Viroqua 
 

Saturday December 25 
10:00am   Christmas Morning Service at Viroqua 

Sunday, December 26 
9:00am     LP UMC Worship Service  
10:30am    Viroqua UMC Worship Service 
 

Wednesday, December 29 
1:15pm  Prayer Group—Viroqua 
 

Viroqua UMC Service Assistants 

Ushers 

December 5: Veryl & Lorraine Gerdl 

December 12: Paul & Sonja Bjerkos 

December 19: Trygve & Erma Overbo 

December24: Mulvaney-Kemp Family 

December 26: Betty Ross & Sandy Malliet 

Greeters 

December 5: Annabel McGarry 

December 12: Shirley Gilman 

December 12 (Community Carol): Jerry Schroeder 

December 19: Lynn Whitney 

December 20 (Blue Christmas): Cavan Fang 

December 24: Fred & Joyce Funk 

December 26: Dan Casper 

Liturgist 

Greg Cheever 

Nursery Attendants 

December 5: Angie Hanson 

December 12: Jennifer Wade 

December 19: No Nursery-Christmas Program 

December 26: Kathy Hanson 

 

Radio Broadcasts 

The beginning of the Viroqua radio  broadcast has been pre-

empted a number of times this year.  Good Shepherd Lu-

theran Church and WVRQ have been working to resolve this 

issue, and we think it should not happen again.  We are up-

dating our records of which Sundays  were affected, so 

please call Cavan at 637-7697 and tell us if you sponsored the 

radio broadcast on one of these Sundays and your radio 

dedication did not get on the air. 



SUNBEAM DAYCARE NEWS 
BY KATHY HANSON, DIRECTOR 
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December Themes 
Senses of Christmas 

Santa, Frosty & Reindeer 

Real Christmas Story 

Winter Wonderland 

Special Days 
3rd - SACK LUNCH 

15th - SACK LUNCH 

23rd - Christmas Party 

24th - CLOSED 

29th - SACK LUNCH 

31st - CLOSED 

Notes 

Apple Pie Sale —THANKS  to everyone who ordered 

pies or helped to make them!  We had a record year for 
sales and made over $500 for the Daycare.  It all helps so 
much as we try to meet our expenses. 

 The season is changing. Be sure your child has a 

change of clothes at the daycare - for both warm & 

cool weather. 

 We will go outside every day if at all possible.  

 Keep saving those Milk- Moola bottle tops.  

They help! 

Donation containers are found in the hallway by the day 

care or upstairs near the chapel. 

 Be sure your child has a change of clothes at the day 

care. Sometimes we need cooler or warmer clothes 

depending on the weather. Sometimes we get dirty or 

wet. 

Sunbeam Daycare Welcomes Donations: 
Food     Toys     Garbage Bags(13 Gal.)    Paper Towels  

Craft Supplies      Canned Vegetables   Canned Fruit 

Games   Juice   Construction Paper   Paper Plates 

THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE DONATED  

ITEMS RECENTLY!! 

 
For  updates  p lease  check our  website ,  
www.v iroquau mc.org/ daycare / index.html  
 
 
 

 

 

Liberty Pole News 

Liberty Pole Administrative Council 

There will be a meeting on  

December 7th at 7:30 p.m. 

 

The Liberty Pole UMW Christ-

mas Pot-Luck will be at Joyce 

Funk’s at 5:30 pm, December 8th. 

 

This holiday season remember our 

neighbors and kids: 

Food Pantry & Toys For Tots 

Advent Readers & Candle Lighters 

December 5: Chuck Metz Family 

December 12: Myron & Debbie Hornby Family 

December 19: Fred & Joyce Funk Family 

 



Stewardship Drive 

 

Well folks it’s that time of year again, the Stewardship Drive.  On Sunday, November 14, 2010 at the 

Liberty Pole and Viroqua Charge Conference it was voted to accept the Viroqua budget of 

$154,625.75 for 2011.  This is a small increase over the 2010 budget of 1.34%.  It is also important to 

mention a budget is only an attempt to look into the future and estimate what expenses the church 

may incur.  Some expenses are set, such as wages (frozen at 2010 level) and insurance but many are 

not because we do not have control of what Mother Nature will throw at us.  When you look back at 

2009 our actual expenses were 17% below the approved budget.  That same trend looks positive for 

2010 as well. 

 

The purpose of the Stewardship Drive is to collect pledges in order to calculate how close we can 

come to matching the budget.  The pledges help to give guidance to the committee’s managing the fi-

nances of the church.  Two sermons will be shared in November & December about giving of time & 

money.  The beginning of December you will receive a Stewardship Drive letter and pledge card to put 

in the December 12 offering. 

 

This year as we focus on our Stewardship Drive please read Luke 6:38 “For if you give, you will get. 

Your gift will return to you in full and overflowing measure, pressed down, shaken together to make 

room for more, and running over.  Whatever measure you use to give…large or small…will be used 

to measure what is given back to you”. (Living Bible, paraphrased) 

 

Thank you. 

Gregory Cheever 

Good Samaritan Fund 

This holiday season, lets not forget our community by of-

fering a helping hand.  There are so many people that 

struggle not only emotionally this time of year but finan-

cially as well.  The Good Samaritan Fund is looking for 

donations so that we may be able to continue helping those 

in our community in need.  We help those to heat their 

home this cold winter season, warm running water for 

their family, and many other struggles they may be facing.  

At VUMC, we are very proud that we can represent Jesus 

Christ by offering this to those in need.    

Thank you so much, we continue to help many! 



The Missions Committee met November 15 at 1:00pm. 

Members present were Pastor Ethan, Lorna Peterson, 

Pat Matz, Kathy Stelzner, Hester Nelson and Janet Starr. 

Pastor Ethan opened with prayer. 

  The Toys and Tots Christmas tree was discussed and a 

new tree was purchased and placed in the narthex by Jim 

Porter. This tree will be used for the Toys and Tots 

fundraiser. Please begin to donate mittens, caps and 

scarves and only new toys. 

  A bake sale was held on 10/31/10 and raised $129.70 

which will help our Missionary, Paul Webster. We have 

pledged $1048 yearly. Webster is doing a fine agricul-

tural mission in Mujila falls, Zambia. We have turned in 

$924.08 so far and raised $175 from individual giving and 

$27.33 from free will offerings from our produce basket.  

The bake sale will be added to this. It was agreed that 

if we go over our pledge we will send 50% of the ex-

cess to Webster’s associate, Tshala Muengo and 50% 

to Paul Webster’s account. 

   The United Methodist Student Sunday will be on 

November 28th. Pat Matz will be the speaker. Our 

church is to serve the meal at the Fortney Hotel on 

December 19th. A discussion of the meal followed. 

   World Aids Day is on December 5th and Kathy Stel-

zner will be the speaker. We will meet briefly after 

church on that Sunday to finalize the Fortney Hotel 

meal.  Pastor Ethan reminded us that after Thanksgiv-

ing and early in December and January, the Good Sa-

maritan Fund will be depleted. The Missions Commit-

tee will not meet in December. The meeting was then 

adjourned. 

Viroqua UMC Missions Committee   
BY. JANET STARR 

Thank you! 

THANK YOU JANET WELCH for the wonderful program you put 

together for United Methodist Women Sunday, Oct. 31st.  It was 

greatly appreciated by everyone by everyone who heard.  Also, ku-

dos to Cavan Fang for his interpretation of what God might sound 

like in the dramatization of “The Lord’s Prayer”. It was a lot of 

work to get this all together. THANK YOU!!! 

   The Executive Committee of the Viroqua UMW met 

Nov. 3 in the church lounge.  It was decided to have a 

chili supper on Groundhog Day Feb. 2.  This will be a fund 

raiser to help us make our pledge to mission.  Details are 

incomplete at this time, but will be finalized by Jan. 

2011.  The Lydia Circle met Nov. 4 in the church lounge 

and it was decided to have our next meeting at  Kickapoo 

Corners for a noon meal.  We will all meet at the church 

at 11:30 a.m. and combine rides so that everyone doesn't 

have to drive.  Those who wish to be picked up at their 

homes may call Lynn Whitney by Dec. 1 for pick-up ar-

rangements to be made.  Sunday school Mothers will be 

serving cookies in December.  The executive committee 

will meet Dec. 8 at 10:30 a.m. in the church lounge.  

There will be an all UMW potluck at noon with the 

Christmas program following.  All women of the church 

are invited to this potluck and program.  If you work and 

cannot attend both, we would like you to come and dine 

with us at noon.  

Calendar for December                                                    

Dec. 2    Lydia Circle at Kickapoo Corners in Readstown               

Dec. 8    Executive Committee 10:30 a.m.; potluck, noon;                                                                              

 Christmas Program 1 p.m.                                              

Dec. 12  Community Carol Sing and Live Nativity beginning at 

 6 p.m. at the Viroqua Church 

Dec. 20  Blue Christmas, 7 p.m., Viroqua UMC                           

Dec. 24  Christmas Eve Worship, 5 p.m., Viroqua UMC             

Dec. 25  Circuit-wide Christmas Worship, Viroqua UMC, led by 

  Rev. Pat Knutson of the Viola/North Clayton UMC’s 

      Merry Christmas To All!!!  

Viroqua United Methodist Women 
Thought for the Day: God cares about every little bitty, 

teeny tiny, itsy bitsy, thing in your day: 



The Worship committee met Thursday November 4. 

   Advent devotionals will be available for people to pick 

up in the Narthex on November 28.  Call the church 

office if you need a devotional mailed to you. 

   Our semi-annual Sanctuary cleaning party will be Sat-

urday morning, December 4; we welcome any help 

from members who can join in the cleanup festivi-

ties.  The week before the cleanup, we will post a list of 

the cleaning tasks on the table at the back of the Sanc-

tuary, in case someone wants to help clean but cannot 

come on Saturday. 

   A church member has offered to donate this year's 

Christmas tree.  We will probably need a larger Christ-

mas tree stand for this tree.  Please contact us if you 

have an extra-large stand that you could lend the 

church. 

   Our annual Community Carol Sing will be on Decem-

ber 12 at 7 p.m.  We will again attempt to present a 

living outdoor nativity at 6 p.m. before the carol 

sing.  Please contact us if you are willing to be one of 

the actors.    

   Please contact us if you are willing to be one of the 

actors.  Our "Blue Christmas" worship service will be 

on Monday December 20 at 7 p.m. and our Christmas 

Eve worship with candle lighting will be at 5 p.m. on 

Friday December 24.  Also, there will be a circuit-wide 

Christmas Day worship service in our Sanctuary; the 

time will be determined later. 

   This past year our radio broadcast was blocked a 

number of times because Good Shepherd forgot to 

switch off their circuit.  Good Shepherd is installing a 

new sound system that will automatically shut off their 

radio feed, so it will no longer interfere with our 

broadcast. 

   The organ subcommittee and our organ rebuilder 

met with the Finance and Trustee chairs last Wednes-

day to sign the organ repair contract.  Afterward, the 

organ rebuilder did some preliminary work to prepare 

for the actual repairs, which will happen next year. 

   Our next meeting is Thursday November 18 at 6 

p.m.  

VIROQUA UMC WORSHIP COMMITTEE BY. CAVAN FANG 

Viroqua United Methodist Church Capital Campaign Report, November 22, 2010 

            Pledged:  Paid Receipts: 

Elevator Repair                $    100.00  $     200.00 

Parsonage Roof            220.00           80.00 

Organ          1,370.00      8,535.00 

Undesignated         4,830.00    15,551.22 

      Total:           $6,520.00                $24,366.22 

Total Pledges And Receipts $30,886.22 



Present: Kristen Parrot, Linda Weilnau, Chuck Mulvaney-Kemp, Sonja 

Bjerkos, Kathy Hanson, Joanne Hornby, Janette Hanson,    Mallory 

Hanson. 

Opening: Chuck opened with prayer and a potluck was shared. 

Approve Minutes: Minutes were reviewed and approved. 

Reports: 

 Sunday School: Janette will be having her SS class sing in church 

for children’s moment some time at the end of November.  She 

will talk to Pastor about a date to do that. 

 Youth: The youth will plan to help decorate the sanctuary at 9am 

on December 5th.  Dustin Stalsberg and April Pierce will be in-

vited to help out, along with the SS classes.  Notes will be sent 

home to tell parents.  The youth will still plan to buy gifts for a 

family this Christmas. 

 Daycare: An apple pie is going on until Thanksgiving.  Each pie 

costs $7.50 and they can be picked up or delivered when the pies 

are ready.  Mild caps were turned in again for a total of about 

$96.  The Jones’ family (3 children) will be starting back at the 

daycare next week. 

 Confirmation : No Report. 

Old Business: 

 Vouchers: Kathy contacted Chuck Stelzner about the Education 

Committee having a voucher to pay bills.  Linda will draft a sam-

ple for us to look at, and we’ll plan to start using them in January. 

 Christmas Tree Donation: There was an announcement in the 

newsletter about the Christmas tree donation.  Kristen thought 

that Jack Walter was going to donate one this year so we’ll wait 

to hear about that. 

 Leaf Raking: Chuck did not receive any requests for leaf raking.  

Layne Hanson mentioned that his dad’s yard needed raking, so 

we’ll plan to do that on Sunday, November 7 at 9am.  Janette and 

Kathy will let the SS students know about it.  We’ll plan to meet 

at the church for all who are able to join us. 

New Business 

 Christmas Program: Kathy and Janette will order a program for 

the SS children.  Janette will create a cookie schedule for the 

first two Sundays.  The Education Committee members will plan 

to each bring two dozen cookies for the fellowship time after 

the program on Sunday, December 19th. Any leftover cookies 

will be used on December 26th.  Janette will keep in contact 

with Chuck about taking family photos that day. 

 Costumes: Janette asked if she could spend  $30-$40 from the 

Christmas budget to order some children’s costumes from the 

Oriental Trading.  Joanne made a motion to allow Janette to do 

this, and Sonja seconded it.  Motion passed. 

 Chimes: Linda said they will plan to do chimes if there are 

enough people to participate.  Mallory will think about joining 

them, and Janette will mention it to Heather and Stephanie Lar-

son to see if they would be interested.  We will keep in contact 

about plans for the program. 

 Christmas Cards: Sonja though it would be nice if some of the 

children could make cards to cheer up some of the homebound 

church members.  Janette and Kathy will plan to do it in SS class 

sometime. 

 Soup & Subs: We will plan to do this fundraiser again this year 

and will make more plans in January. 

Other Business: 

Kathy mentioned the next Ig-night will be on Wed., November 17 

with a harvest theme.  An organic/local dinner will be at 5:30 with 

sessions beginning at 6:30pm.                                                               

Sawyer Clements was baptized on October 10.  Sonja will pick up a 

Bible, and Janette will talk to Amanda Clements about presenting it to 

them some Sunday.                                                                   

Kathy mentioned that she would like to get a few more people to 

help in the nursery.  She will also have Ruth put a note in the bulletin 

about having 2nd graders and under go downstairs for nursery.  Also, 

the older kids may be asked to be assistants in the nursery when 

needed.   

Next Meeting: Monday, January 10, 2011 @ 5:30 (Potluck) 

VIROQUA CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE MEETING, NOVEMBER 1, 2010 
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY—OCTOBER 2010 
 

 
 

Viroqua UMC 

 
 

Liberty Pole UMC 
 

Monthly  Income $25,083.89 $4,119.00 

Monthly Expenses $26,157.75 $3,129.24 

Year-to-Date Income $186,013.80 $40,599.01 

Year-to-Date  Expenses $179, 503.09 $45,143.13 

Beginning Balance (checkbook) $14,789.93  

Ending Balance (checkbook) $13,716.07 $1,153.05 

Liberty Pole shared expense $991.88  

Conference Apportionment Paid to Date $10,915.00 $2,100.00 

Missions and Special Gifts Paid to Date $8,021.20 $1,146.00 

Savings $1,010.13  

 

 

VUMC Finance Committee Overview — October 18, 2010 

 The VUMC Finance Committee will meet on Thursday December 9 at 1:00 PM, everyone is invited to attend. Cop-

ies of all financial committee notes/forms can be requested from any committee member. 

 Our ending balance in our checking account for October was $13,716.07. In addition to this we have a reserve of 

$1,010.13 in our money market savings account. Our September income was $25,083.89 and expenses were $26,157.75. The 

Trustees have been extremely busy over the past year and I would like to thank Orvis Primmer and his committee for all 

their hard work. The following table outlines where we stand for 2010 and 2011 regarding the capital campaign and expendi-

tures (figures are rounded). I also included past capital improvements (2006-2009) which we incurred: 

Our thanks go out to all of you who have contributed and continue to contribute to our capital campaigns. God bless all of you for step-

ping up to help us defer these major repair costs. 

May God bless and watch over you all and keep you well during these holiday seasons,                                                                    

Chuck Stelzner, Finance Chairperson 

   

   



The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. and 

opened with a prayer led by John Eumurian. 

Those in attendance were Pastor Ethan, David Peter-

son, Shirley Hanson, Gloria Freilinger, and John Eu-

murian, plus we welcomed two new members, Harry 

and Mary Fox.   

Pastor has a monthly Monday night men’s bible study 

group in progress. 

The last Fortney Hotel meal was helped by other peo-

ple participating.  Thank you! 

The next potluck meal will be the Sunday of charge 

conference at Liberty Pole. 

Viroqua Administrative Council Minutes, November 16, 2010 

Care & Nurture Committee Meeting 

November 3, 2010 
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The Meeting was called to order by Kathy Hanson at 7:00 pm.  

She read a story which referenced Stewardship.  Appropriate for 

our upcoming Stewardship Drive. 

Members Present: Kathy Hanson, Gregory Cheever, Charles 

Stelzner, Ardith Olson, Cavan Fang, Ethan Larson, Veryel Gerdl, 

and Robert Starr. 

Approval of last month’s minutes:  The Minutes of the Octo-

ber Meeting were approved. 

Worship Committee:  See newsletter. 

Missions Committee: See newsletter.  

Care and Nurture Committee:  See newsletter. 

Education Committee: The Sunday School Christmas Program 

will be held on December 19th.  It has been ordered and will 

have special music.  Children in 2nd grade and under may go to 

the nursery school during Church Services.  Older children will 

not be eligible. 

UMW: Janet Welch is in California at this time.  It was men-

tioned that UMW will not be giving $100 monthly to the budget 

beginning in January 2011 and thereafter. 

History Committee: No Report. 

SPRC: Ruth Hapanionck will be leaving her position as Church 

Secretary because her husband’s job in Texas has been extended 

two years and she will be joining him in TEXAS.  We Thank her 

for her wonderful service to our churches and wish her the very 

best.  In the next weeks she will be training Stephanie Larson who 

has been employed as Ruth’s replacement.   

Trustees Committee: The roof repair on the Parsonage has been 

started.  The Parsonage has been leveled and additional supports are 

in place.  Additional work to repair the Parsonage basement wall and 

improve drainage is to be done in the spring of 2011.  The Trustee’s 

have been doing a splendid job of maintaining and improving the 

Church and Parsonage over several years.  We are reminded that a 

lot has been done from 2006 through 2011. 

Finance Committee: See newsletter. 

Wills, Memorials and Gifts: See newsletter. 

There will not be an Ad. Council Meeting in December.  The next 

meeting will be on January 18th, 2011. 

The Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Pastor has tracked down the source of the mix-up in 

the radio broadcasting of the worship services.  Hope-

fully this has been remedied. 

We will be providing flags and cake to honor Veterans 

November 14th, the Sunday after Veterans Day.  And 

there will be a musician to play Taps. 

Thanksgiving Eve services will be held here at 7:00 

p.m. this year.  Our church will be doing the Fortney 

Hotel meal the Third Sunday of December. 

Jack Walker plans to donate a Christmas tree for our 

sanctuary. 

David plans to attend the Ad Council meeting. 

BY. GLORIA FREILINGER 

BY. DR. ROBERT A. STARR 



Viroqua and Liberty Pole United Methodist Churches 
Post Office Box 127  
Viroqua, WI 54665 
 
PHONE: 608-637-3551 
FAX: 608-637-8193 
E-mail: info@ViroquaUMC.org 
Website: www.ViroquaUMC.org 
info@ViroquaUMC.org 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Liberty Pole United Methodist Church– 9:00 A.M. 

Viroqua United Methodist Church– 10:30 A.M. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Liberty Pole UMC– 10:15.A.M. 

Viroqua UMC– 9:00.A.M. (Adults)   9:30.A.M. (Children) 

December 2010 EVENTS 
Sunday, December 5 
Sunday Worship with Communion 
7:00pm Caroling of the Choirs @ Good Shepherd 

Lutheran Church 

 

Sunday, December 12 
Sunday Worship 
7:00pm Community Caroling 

 
Sunday, December 19 
Sunday Worship 

 
Monday, December 20 
7:00pm Blue Christmas Service—Viroqua 

 

Friday, December 24 
5:00pm Christmas Eve Service - Viroqua 

 

Sunday, December 26 
Sunday Worship  
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