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November 2010

FROM THE PASTOR
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

November, the beginning of the winter
season. I know the calendar doesn’t
have winter starting until December,
Pastor Larson
but with Thanksgiving and all of the
preparations for Christmas, and with the snow more
likely than not in November, for me, winter
emotionally starts in November.
November is also the month that Churches around the
world have chosen to remember the Persecuted
Church, our brothers and sisters in Christ who live in
places where being a Christian can be dangerous. In
places like Iran and North Korea, being known as a
Christian can put your life at risk.
November 14 is the International Day of Prayer For
The Persecuted Church and this year, the Viroqua
Church will be hosting a gathering to remember and
pray for our brothers and sisters in Christ for whom
the freedom to worship God, as we believe God calls
us to, is only a dream.
Several other pastors from our area will be
participating and some of the countries that we will
be remembering where persecution is taking place in
particular will include Sudan, Ethiopia, Armenia and
North Korea.
I hope that Sunday evening November 14 will be an
evening you will be able to be with us. I know that for
many of us, it will be a very busy day. We will also
be having our Annual Charge Conference. This year
it will be at Liberty Pole at noon with a potluck/share
dish meal. With the Liberty Pole service ending at
10:00am, they will have time to get everything set up
for the Viroqua people by the time the 10:30 service
concludes at 11:30 or there about.
This year, Rev. Pat Knutson will be leading our

P.O. Box 127, Viroqua, WI 54665
Charge Conference; she has been serving the Viola/
North Clayton Charge since July and, as an elder, will
be leading several Charge Conferences on our circuit
along with me.

November 14 is the International Day
of Prayer for the Persecuted Church
and this year, the Viroqua Church will
be hosting a gathering to remember
and pray for our brothers and sisters
in Christ….
Have a Happy Thanksgiving!
Pastor Ethan
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Bring Forth A Harvest Of Thanks!
Hard to believe, but Thanksgiving is less

church please call Cavan, 637-7697 or

show God’s love to a hurting world. So, when

than a month away. As we anticipate our

Cyndy at 637-7595 and a volunteer will

you are shopping for your Thanksgiving gro-

turkey dinners, the Viroqua and Liberty

pick up your donations. In these tough

ceries, don’t forget to give people in need a

Pole UMCs invite everyone to get an early

economic times, the work of the food

reason to be thankful.

start on offering thanks by sharing God’s

pantries has become more important than

blessings of food with people who may not

many of us can remember. Those served

have enough. During the first three Sundays

by the food pantries include the unem-

of November, please bring canned goods

ployed, underemployed, single-parent

and other non-perishable donations for the

households, retired seniors, the mentally/

food pantry when you come to worship.

physically challenged, people just released

Monetary donations are also welcome.

from prison and those who find them-

Please make checks out to the church, put

selves in a financial crisis due to an unex-

them in a clearly labeled envelope and drop

pected situation. Most clients of the food

them in the offering plate. If you wish to

pantries live in or near Viroqua. Feeding

donate but cannot bring your items to

the hungry is one important way that we

Advent Decorations
The Viroqua Church will have a display of Christmas decorations
in the Narthex starting December 5 and continuing through

The Cross & The Flame is published monthly by the
Viroqua and Liberty Pole United Methodist Churches
for our congregation and friends. We welcome you with
open hearts, open arms and open doors.

Christmas. Please help us create the display by bringing in your
Christmas decorations such as Nativity sets, angels, stars or other
ornaments that help celebrate the coming of our Christ. You can
contribute your ornament for as few or as many weeks as you
want, so you can enjoy it at home for part of Advent. Also, please
write your name on the bottom so we make sure everyone gets
the right item back. If you like, you can attach a card saying why
the item is special to you. Last year’s narthex was enjoyed by so
many visitors to our Community Carol Sing, Blue Christmas service and other events, so we hope to have another good display up
this year. Thank you for helping to spread the Christmas cheer!

VIROQUA UMC/OFFICE
221 S. Center Ave.
Viroqua, W I 54665
Phone: 608-637-3551
Fax: 608-637-8193
Email: info@ViroquaUMC.org
www.ViroquaUMC.org

OFFICE HOURS
8:30–11:30 a.m.
Monday–Friday

LIBERTY POLE UMC
S6759 St. Hwy. 27
Viroqua, W I 54665
Phone: 608-675-3630

Advent Devotions
Let’s make a special effort to spend a little more
time with God during Advent this year. The worship
committee will be offering a devotional book to be
used each day during the Advent season. Please consider making the devotions a part of your Christmas
preparation. The booklets will be passed out during
church services in late November. If you would like a
booklet mailed to you, please call the church office.

STAFF

Ethan Larson, Pastor
Cell Phone: 608-606-4637
Parsonage Phone: 608-637-7614
Email: pastor@ViroquaUMC.org
Ruth Hapanionek, Secretary
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VIROQUA CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE MEETING, OCTOBER 4, 2010
Present: Pastor Larson, Kristen Parrott, Joanne Hornby, Kathy
Hanson, Sonja Bjerkos, Janette Hanson.

Approve minutes: Minutes were reviewed and approved.

The Christmas Program will be on Sunday December 19 during worship. It would be great to decorate the sanctuary on Sunday, December
5. Sonja will talk to Mary M-K about trying to coordinate the decorating

Reports:

with the youth and SS children that morning. This way, the SS children

Sunday School: Sunday School started on September 26.

can learn how to do things for next year. Also, there was a discussion

Things are going well for all classes. The older children are

about possibly donating money for a real Christmas tree if no one else

excited about some good songs. Dr. Starr has been filling in

steps up to do it.

for Joanne in the adult class since she’s been gone.



Youth: No report.



Daycare: Numbers were down for October but a big family

2011 budget: Sonja made a motion to lower the budget for daycare to
$500. Joanne seconded it. Motion was passed. Other changes were
made for the 2011 budget. Sonja made a motion to accept the changes
and Joanne seconded it. Motion was passed. Joanne suggested that the

will be starting again soon. They had a state inspection re-

SS classes should meet with Hester to learn more about the church

cently which went well. There was no garage fundraiser this

library and how they can use it. Janette will talk to Hester about this.

fall but it will be planned for next Spring. It has yet to be
decided if there will be a pie sale this fall.



service to participate in and we would like to continue it if we can. The
Sunday School children would like to join the youth if they could.

Opening: Pastor opened with prayer and a potluck was shared.



Janette will ask Chuck about leaf raking this fall. We think it is a nice

Confirmation: There are no students for the confirmation
class this time.

Other business:
We’d like to check into a voucher system for paying bills so they can
get posted to the correct account. Kathy will e mail Chuck Stelzner
about this.

Old Business:

Fundraising: During budget discussion involving the daycare, Sonja made

We will be in charge of cookies for the month of December.

a motion that if there was no active youth going on mission trips the

Annabelle McGarry has offered to help out with the serving again

money raised from Soup & Subs and Taco Supper be split 50-50 with

and we thank her for that.

the daycare. This situation would be evaluated on a year-to-year basis.

Pastor presented a Bible to Mitchell Hanson in church on Octo-

Kristen seconded the motion. Motion was passed. Sonja also mentioned

ber 3. Kathy ordered a different Bible this time and, if the chil-

having the daycare families help out during the two major fundraisers.

dren like it, a few more may be ordered.

Next meeting: Monday November 1, 5:30pm (Potluck)

O Christmas Tree
THANK YOU to the Olson family for providing our church’s Christmas tree for the past 20
years. The Olsons have now retired from this
particular ministry so we are looking for new
volunteers to provide the Christmas tree this
year. Please contact Cavan at 637-7697 if you

VIROQUA MISSIONS COMMITTEE REPORT
The Missions Committee met on October 18, 2010 at 4:00pm. Committee members present were Pat Matz, Shirley Hanson, Hester Nelson, Janet Starr and Kathleen Stelzner. David & Lorna Peterson were absent because of an employment conflict. The committee recognized that a change in the meeting time was needed and
voted unanimously to change from 4pm to 1pm on the third Monday of the month.

would be willing to provide a 10 or 12 ft tree

The committee budget was discussed and Kathleen Stelzner will turn it in at the

for the Viroqua sanctuary.

Administrative Council meeting on Wednesday October 20, 2010. The committee
will hold a bake sale on Sunday October 31st and the funds raised will be for our
Missionary, Paul Webster. We are pledged to raise $1,048.00 yearly. Thus far we
have raised $924.08 toward our goal. Pat Matz will remind people of the coming
bake sale during the church service. The Mitten, Scarf and Cap Tree will be in the
narthex for the Toys & Tots Christmas fundraiser. The Walk for Hunger on October 10th was successful. Several members walked and were sponsored by congregation members.

THE CROSS AND THE FLAME

4

VIROQUA UMC WORSHIP COMMITTEE
The Worship Committee met on Thursday 30 September. We
thank those who brought bread for the World Communion
Sunday altar display on October 3. At Viroqua, most of the
bread was sold after worship with proceeds supporting the
World Communion Sunday special offering. On November 7
we will observe All Saints Day, honoring those who have died
since the last All saints celebration. In the past, we have honored only those who were members when they died. Now, in
addition to honoring members, we will honor friends-nonmembers who attended or participated regularly. Please tell
both Ethan & Sonja Bkerkos if you know of a recently deceased member who we might have unintentionally overlooked. On November 14 we will observe Veteran’s Day during morning worship. Also on November 14 at 7:00pm, the
Viroqua Ministerial Association will hold an ecumenical worship service of remembrance for the Persecuted Church,
hosted in our sanctuary. The entire community is encouraged
to participate. For this year’s Thanksgiving celebration, during
the first three weeks of November, we are asking worshipers
to bring items for the local food pantries. Details will be published in the November newsletter. Also, for two Sundays in
November we will invite worshipers to write what they are
thankful for and put the slips of paper in the offering plate.
These will be displayed in the sanctuary and a sampling of them
will be read during worship. Finally, this year’s community ecumenical Thanksgiving worship service will be Thanksgiving Eve,
November 24 at 7:00pm in our sanctuary, with cookies served
afterward. Advent begins on November 28 this year. On Saturday morning, December 4, we will have our semi-annual sanctuary cleaning party, and we will welcome any help from members who can join in the cleanup festivities. Also, the youth
group and Sunday school children have graciously agreed to
decorate our sanctuary for Advent, and we are very grateful
for their assistance. Starting December 5 we will have an Aframe display in the Narthex. This year we are asking members
and friends to bring in Christmas decorations such as nativity
sets, angels, stars or other ornaments that help celebrate the
coming our Christ. We plan to order Advent devotionals again
this year. These will be distributed in church on November 28,
or November 21 if they arrive in time.
We do not want any risk of being without an organ Easter
Sunday so we are asking the organ technician to delay the repair until after Easter. The finance and trustee committee
chairs are reviewing the proposed organ repair contract and
suggesting any revisions needed. Next meeting November 4 at
6:00pm.
Cavan Fang

Liberty Pole UMC Service Assistants
Ushers/Greeters

November 7 & 14: Myron & Deb Hornby
November 21 & 28: Eldon & Judy Gardner
Liturgist

Ramona Thompson

CELEBRATE THE HARVEST WITH IG-NITE, NOV 17!
IG-Nite returns in November just in time to celebrate the fall harvest
season. Our theme this year will center around giving thanks for the
blessings in our life, and to learn and remember others that need our
help. Our breakout sessions will include a seminar on the history and
importance of organic farming in our area. We have come to take for
granted the impact organic farms have in our country, so here’s a
chance to learn more about how they began, how they are helping our
world become healthier and how they are thriving in our little corner
of the world. This is sure to be a very informative session. We will also
be hearing from a local expert on the unfortunate condition of some
members of our community who are dealing with hunger and poverty
issues. How can we help? We will hear some great ideas about how to
help on a local and worldwide level. Our third session will be a book
study of “Three Cups Of Tea”. We’ve had many requests to revive the
book group, and this one will fit the theme nicely. The kids will spend
time making Advent calendars for the upcoming season. There will also
be an apple bob for all kids, young & old, and games to play. The meal
will include a variety of foods grown organically and/or locally. We are
still in the planning stages for the exact menu but you can bet it will be
tasty and healthy, along with showcasing the efforts of local farmers.
This will begin at 5:30pm. As always, Ig-Nite is free of charge although
there will be a free-will offering available. We will also be accepting
donations for Toys For Tots and our local food pantries. Free child
care is available, so please plan to help us give thanks and celebrate the
harvest season.
By Layne Hanson

Viroqua UMC Service Assistants
Ushers

November 7: Paul & Sonja Bjerkos
November 14: Chuck & Kathy Stelzner
November 21: Bill & Ann Carlow
November 24 (Thanksgiving Eve): Dan & Barb Casper
November 28: Gloria Freilinger & Joanne Hornby
Greeters

November 7: Annabel McGarry
November 14: Joanne Hornby
November 21: Kathie Stelzner
November 24: Dan Casper
November 28: John Eumurian
Liturgist

Sonja Bjerkos
Nursery Attendants

November 7: Janette Hanson
November 14: Judy Ball
November 21: Melissa Weilnau
November 28: Kathy Hanson
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Liberty Pole News
LIBERTY POLE UMW

November Themes
Harvest, Turkey Fun, Pilgrims
& Native Americans, We Give
Thanks

Special Days
9th - PJs & Movies
12th - SACK LUNCH
24th - Thanksgiving Feast
25th - Closed - Thanksgiving
Dec 3rd - SACK LUNCH

The Liberty Pole UMW will meet on Wednesday
November 10th at 5:30pm.
Hostesses: Rita Burckhardt & Marti Zitzner
Paying In: Cyndy Hubbard, Carol Hubbard, Deb
Nedland & Emily Nedland
Program: Esther Circle

November Birthdays
12th - Alissa

Vernon Manor Devotions

APPLE PIE SALE
Our fall fundraiser, a frozen apple pie sale, will run from
now until Thanksgiving. Order blanks will be available at
the daycare. Please consider ordering and taking some
blanks to work with you to help with this fundraiser. The
pies are homemade and we have received rave reviews
about them in the past.
 The season is changing. Be sure your child has a change
of clothes at the daycare - for both warm & cool
weather.
 We will go outside every day if at all possible. Be sure to
have jackets.
Keep saving those Milk- Moola bottle tops.
They help!
Donation containers are found in the hallway by the day
care or upstairs near the chapel.
Be sure your child has a change of clothes at the day care.
Sometimes we need cooler or warmer clothes depending on
the weather. Sometimes we get dirty or wet.
Sunbeam Daycare Welcomes Donations:
Food Toys Garbage Bags Paper Towels
Craft Supplies

Wednesday November 24th @ 2:00pm
Esther Circle

Liberty Pole will be serving the meal at the
Fortney Hotel on Sunday, November 21st.

Charge Conference 2010
At Liberty Pole UMC
There will be a potluck meal at noon
with a freewill offering to go to the
Bethel Church

F o r u p d a t e s p l e a s e c he c k o u r w e b s i t e ,
www.viroquaumc.org/daycare/index.html
SUNBEAM DAYCARE WILL BE SELLING HOMEMADE APPLE PIES DURING NOVEMBER
The pies are $7.50 each and can be
picked up at any time during the
month. Order blanks are available at
the church or daycare.

Liberty Pole Administrative Board
THERE WILL BE NO ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD
MEETING IN NOVEMBER.
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VUMC Finance Committee - October 18, 2010
The VUMC Finance Committee

amount of $30,205.00 will have to

months. The capital campaign

May God watch over you all

will meet on Thursday November

be paid prior to the end of the

raised $30,611.58 which in-

and keep you well,

11th at 1:00pm, everyone is in-

year. The new parsonage roof

vited to attend. Copies of all fi-

($21,020) will not be started until

cludes pledges ($9,050) and

nancial committee notes/forms

this repair is completed. The organ

can be requested from any com-

repairs ($67,000) will not start

mittee member.

until after Easter (April 2011) but

paid receipts ($21,561.58).
God bless all of you for stepping up to help us defer our

we will incur costs ($16,000) in

repair costs.

2010.

Blessed is the man who

$14,789.93. In addition to this we

We would like to thank everyone

trusts in the Lord and has

have a reserve of $1,009.81 in

for contributing to our capital fund

made the Lord his hope and

our money market savings ac-

drive. Your outpouring of gifts for

confidence. Jeremiah 17:7

count. Our September income

the capital campaign (to defer the

was $22,030.65 and expenses

above costs) has been remark-

were $16,538.36. An unexpected

able, but alas, we will still be

expense to repair the parsonage

struggling to meet our obliga-

Our ending balance in our checking account for September was

basement/foundation in the

Chuck Stelzner
Finance Chairperson

Thank you for your continuing
support.

tions over the next eight

FINANCIAL SUMMARY—SEPTEMBER 2010
Viroqua UMC

Liberty Pole UMC

Monthly Income

$22,030.65

$3,024.05

Monthly Expenses

$16,538.36

$3,296.76

Year-to-Date Income

$157,929.91

$36,480.01

Year-to-Date Expenses

$153,345.34

$42,013.89

Beginning Balance (checkbook)

$9,297.64

Ending Balance (checkbook)

$14,789.93

Liberty Pole shared expense

$1,965.91

Conference Apportionment Paid to Date

$10,015.00

$1,600.00

Missions and Special Gifts Paid to Date

$7,189.00

$1,146.00

Savings

$1,009.81

$163.25

VIROQUA UMC CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
We would like to acknowledge, with sincere thanks, the following members and friends who have pledged or made a donation to
the capital campaign to repair the elevator, replace the parsonage roof and repair the organ:
Corey & Katie Starr, Almina Hirschfield, Harry & Mary Fox, Cameron & Peggy Selin, Randal & Deanna Fortney, Bruce & Marcy York, Fred Nelson, Ramona
Abbey, Ethel Moore, Marilyn Storer, Sharon DeWitt, Dr. Robert & Janet Starr, Blaine Welch Memorials, Tony & Deb Rubasch, Lynn Amundson, Charles &
Kathleen Stelzner, John L & Barbara Huschka, Pat Matz, Betty Ross, Roland & Lynn Whitney, John Eumurian, Willette Hack, Monica Fortney, Larry & Annabel McGarry, Jean West, Kathy Hanson, Ethan & Laverne Larson, Gerald & Carolyn Schroeder, Dr. Alexander & Jennifer Wade, Kenneth Turner, Evelyn
Watson, Dan & Barbara Casper, Willard & Ann Carlow, Marlene Swiggum, Dean & Diane Warren, Hester Nelson, Agnes Morkrid, Gloria Freilinger, Joanne
Hornby, Charles Johnson, Veryel & Lorraine Gerdl, Maris & Phyllis Kalnins, Cavan Fang & Kristen Parrott, Robert & Elizabeth Peterson.
WE ARE BLESSED TO HAVE RECEIVED PLEDGES AND GIFTS IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF $30, 611.58 AT THE PRESENT TIME.
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Viroqua Administrative Council Minutes, October 20, 2010
Members present: Pastor Ethan, Kathy Hanson, Cavan Fang,

for the organ repair will be reviewed by the Finance Committee and the

Hess Nelson, David Peterson, Janet Welch, Ardith Olson, Orvis

Trustees. Kathy will obtain a final draft for review and invite Mr. Hoppe to

Primmer, Chuck Stelzner, Veryel Gerdl, Greg Cheever.

meet with the Trustees and Finance Committee to answer any remaining
questions before signing. Some plaster needs to be repaired in the day-

Devotions: by Kathy.

care. The question was asked whether the repair is the church’s responsi-

Approval of last month’s minutes: David made a motion, Janet

bility or the daycare’s. David Peterson made a motion that the church be

seconded, motion carried.

responsible. Janet seconded. Motion carried.

Committee Reports:

Finance: See newsletter. The budget item under Administrative Council

Worship: See newsletter report

is used to send representatives to Annual Conference. Chuck made the

Missions: See newsletter report

the motion, Motion carried. Chuck made a motion that any expenditure

motion to leave the amount the same as last year—$900. Cavan seconded

Care & Nurture: by David. Getting more folks involved in serv-

for building improvements over $1,000 at the church or parsonage be

ing the Fortney Hotel meal every other month is still an issue. It

considered capital improvements. Orvis seconded the motion. Motion

was suggested that a clipboard be sent around during church

carried. This will clarify things for reports to the conference.

where people can sign up. A line will be added that will give the

Wills, Memorials & Gifts: The Good Samaritan Fund has been de-

option of donating money to pay for the hotdish. The possibility of
doing a pictoral directory in 2011 was discussed.

pleted. An announcement will be made in church giving folks the opportunity to give to this fund.

Education: See newsletter report.

IG-NITE: The next IG-NITE will be held on November 17 with a harvest

UMW& History: See newsletter report.

theme. Following a harvest meal, the following sectionals will be offered:

SPRC: There will be no salary increases for church employees
next year.
Trustees: A contract has been signed to repair the sinking parsonage basement. The cost will be $30,000. The work will be done

Organic faming, hunger/poverty in our area and a book discussion on
“Three Cups Of Tea” by Greg Mortenson.
Veryel made a motion to adjourn at 8:55pm. Chuck seconded the motion.Motion carried.

prior to a new roof. The draft contract with Mr. Rob Hoppe

Care & Nurture Committee Meeting 10/11/10
David opened the meeting at
1:00pm with a devotion. Those
attending were Pastor Ethan,
David Peterson, Shirley Hanson, Gloria Freilinger, Joanne
Hornby and John Eumurian. We
were pleased to note an increase
in Sunday School attendance.
Pastor does have a monthly
Monday night bible study group
going.
We will be serving the Fortney
Hotel meal on October 17. We
will be having a potluck meal at
noon on October 24th in honor

of new members who have joined in
the past two years. We did the
budget for 2011 to have it in before
Charge Conference. Veterans will
be remembered and honored November 14th.
David plans to attend the Administrative Council Meeting.
Our next meeting is scheduled for
November 8 at 1:00pm. Pastor
Ethan closed the meeting with
prayer at 2:20pm.

VIROQUA UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Our UMW Executive Committee met
October 6, 2010 in the church lounge. A
fundraiser was discussed. It was decided
to wait until the first of the year. Viroqua
will host the Thanksgiving Ecumenical
service. Coffee and cookies will be
served afterward. UMW Sunday will be
observed on October 31st. The Lydia
Circle met October 7 at Janet Welch’s
house. A Christmas gift will be sent to
our sponsored child in Mexico. Hospitality III will serve cookies & coffee before
church in November.
Calendar for November
Nov 3, 9:30am Executive Committee
Nov 4, Lydia Circle at Joanne Hornby’s
house.
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LIBERTY POLE & VIROQUA UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES (UMC)

November 2010 EVENTS
Sunday, November 7
Sunday Worship with Communion

Sunday, November 14
Sunday Worship
Charge Conference at Liberty Pole UMC—Noon
Service For The Persecuted Church at Viroqua
7:00pm

Sunday, November 21
Sunday Worship

Wednesday, November 23

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Thanksgiving Ecumenical Service at Viroqua
7:00pm

Liberty Pole United Methodist Church– 9:00 A.M.
Viroqua United Methodist Church– 10:30 A.M.

Sunday, November 28

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Sunday Worship
Bell Choir Concert at Viroqua, 2:00pm
CALL 608-637-3551 FOR DETAILS.

Liberty Pole UMC– 10:15.A.M.
Viroqua UMC– 9:00.A.M. (Adults) 9:30.A.M. (Children)

