January 5, 2014

EPIPHANY SUNDAY—SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS DAY
Liberty Pole UMC Worship Service-Sunday, 9:00 A.M.

Viroqua UMC Worship Service-Sunday, 10:30 A.M.

“LET’S PRAY WE GET IT”

SERMON RESPONSE: JOHN WESLEY’S RULE: (READ IN UNISON):

**Please stand if you are able.

PRELUDE

SERMON

“STILL, STILL, STILL” (AUSTRIAN CAROL)

BY FRANKLIN RITTER

(A time to prepare for worship through prayer and meditation.)

WELCOMING WORDS
(Please sign the attendance sheets.)

DO ALL THE GOOD YOU CAN, BY ALL THE MEANS YOU CAN, IN ALL THE WAYS YOU CAN,
IN ALL THE PLACES YOU CAN, AT ALL THE TIMES YOU CAN, TO ALL THE PEOPLE YOU
CAN, AS LONG AS YOU CAN. AMEN
OFFERING

ANNOUNCEMENTS
**HYMN OF PRAISE

“WE THREE KINGS “

**CALL TO WORSHIP

PSALM 72:1-17, RSP. 1

**OPENING PRAYER

(READ IN UNISON)

NO. 254
UMH NO. 795

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

NO. 12

**DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here
below; praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost. Amen.

**CLOSING HYMN

JOYS AND CONCERNS, PASTORAL PRAYER, LORD’S PRAYER

NO. 895

L: Lord, in your mercy,
P: HEAR OUR PRAYER.

OLD TESTAMENT READING

ISAIAH 60:1-6

PEW BIBLE NO. 877

NEW TESTAMENT READING

I PETER 1:1-25

PEW BIBLE NO. 1484

“WHAT CHILD IS THIS?”

L:
P:

NO. 219
PEW BIBLE NO. 1270

THIS IS THE WORD OF GOD FOR THE PEOPLE OF GOD.
THANKS BE TO GOD.

NO. 2280

*BENEDICTION
Go forth as children of the light. Shine forth in the darkness. Let the
gospel become flesh in you. And may the love, peace and joy of Christ
radiate from your life. Amen
** POSTLUDE

MATTHEW 2:1-12

“THE LORD BLESS AND KEEP YOU”

**BENEDICTION RESPONSE “LORD, DISMISS US WITH THY BLESSING”

CHILDREN LEAVE FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL

**GOSPEL

BY A. BECK

**OFFERTORY PRAYER

Today we rejoice, O God that you revealed yourself in Christ, Creator,
Redeemer, Sustainer, as your Word became flesh. Reveal Christ to us today
as we gather—those who, by the power of the gospel, have become your
children—the children of light. Amen .

**HYMN

“GOOD CHRISTIAN MEN REJOICE”

“JOY TO THE WORLD”

UMH NO. 671, VS. 1

TUNE ANTIOCH BY G. F. HANDEL

The WVRQ Radio Broadcast sponsored by Ann & Bill Carlow in honor of their wedding
anniversary (December 31st)
Viroqua & Liberty Pole UMC Bulletin sponsored by Ann & Bill Carlow in honor of
their wedding anniversary (December 31st)
Viroqua Alter Flowers sponsored by Ruth Gilbertson in honor of her husband
Gayheart.

VIROQUA & LIBERTY POLE MISSION STATEMENT
The Viroqua & Liberty Pole UMC’s exist for the purpose
of carrying out Christ’s Great Commission by enabling all who come
to personally know the joy of God’s love and forgiveness,
and to lovingly share this joy in the fellowship of the church
and in reaching people throughout the world.

Isaiah 60:1-6 (New International Version)
The Glory of Zion
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“Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD rises upon you.
See, darkness covers the earth
and thick darkness is over the peoples,
but the LORD rises upon you
and his glory appears over you.
Nations will come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
“Lift up your eyes and look about you:
All assemble and come to you;
your sons come from afar,
and your daughters are carried on the hip.
Then you will look and be radiant,
your heart will throb and swell with joy;
the wealth on the seas will be brought to you,
to you the riches of the nations will come.
Herds of camels will cover your land,
young camels of Midian and Ephah.
And all from Sheba will come,
bearing gold and incense
and proclaiming the praise of the LORD.

New International Version (NIV)
Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by
Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

1 Peter 1:1-25 (New International Version)
1

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,

To God’s elect, exiles scattered throughout the provinces of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia,
Asia and Bithynia, 2 who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the
Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to be obedient to Jesus Christ and
sprinkled with his blood:
Grace and peace be yours in abundance.

Praise to God for a Living Hope
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given
us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and
into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for
you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that
is ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a
little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that
the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even
though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.
8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now,
you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are
receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
10

Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you,
searched intently and with the greatest care, 11 trying to find out the time and
circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the
sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that would follow. 12 It was revealed to them that
they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now
been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from
heaven. Even angels long to look into these things.

Be Holy
13

Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be
brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming. 14 As obedient children, do not
conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 15 But just as he who
called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 16 for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.”
17

Since you call on a Father who judges each person’s work impartially, live out your time
as foreigners here in reverent fear. 18 For you know that it was not with perishable things
such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to
you from your ancestors, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or
defect. 20 He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last
times for your sake. 21 Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and
glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God.
22

Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love
for each other, love one another deeply, from the heart. 23 For you have been born again,
not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.
24 For,
“All people are like grass,

25

and all their glory is like the flowers of the field;
the grass withers and the flowers fall,
but the word of the Lord endures forever.”

And this is the word that was preached to you.
New International Version (NIV)
Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by
Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Matthew 2:1-12 (New International Version)
The Magi Visit the Messiah

2

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi[a] from
the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the
Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”
3

When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had
called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where
the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the
prophet has written:

6

“‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’[b]”

7

Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had
appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As
soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”

9

After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it
rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they
saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his
mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures
and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in
a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.
Footnotes:
a. Matthew 2:1 Traditionally wise men
b. Matthew 2:6 Micah 5:2,4
New International Version (NIV)
Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by
Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS
January 5th

Epiphany Sunday
6:00 p.m.—Share, Support & Serve (V)

January 8th

10:00 a.m.—Worship Committee Hymn Selections (V)
4:00 - 5:30 p.m.—Confirmation Resumes

January 9th

1:15 p.m.—Prayer Meeting (V)

January 12th

Baptism of the Lord Sunday
Baptism (V) Finley Rose Ulberg, daughter of Brandon & Lisa Ulberg
Baptism (LP) Maxwell Otto Funk, daughter of Neil & Casey Funk
Reaffirmation of Baptismal Vows

January 14th

Viroqua and Liberty Pole
United Methodist Churches

10:00 a.m.—Care & Nurture (V)
6:30 p.m.—Trustees (V)

January 16th

1:15 p.m.—Prayer Meeting (V)
3:00 p.m.—Circuit #50 Meeting (V)

January 18th

9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.—Basic Lay Servant Training at La Farge
7:00 p.m.—Council (V)

Viroqua UMC
221 S. Center Ave.
Viroqua, WI 54665

6:00 p.m.—Worship (V)

SPECIAL NOTICE:
The 2014 Offering envelopes and the 2013 Offering statements can be picked up in the narthex.
Please help us save postage expense by picking them up. Thank you.

LIBERTY POLE UMC

VIROQUA UMC

USHERS

Tom & Deanna Lohr

Gregg Cheever & Veryel Gerdl

GREETERS

Tom & Deanna Lohr

Annabel McGarry

LITURGIST

Tom Lohr

Janet Welch

44

52

LAST SUNDAY’S ATTENDANCE

Liberty Pole UMC
S6759 Hwy. 27
Viroqua, WI 54665

12/22 - $813.30; 12/24 -$2,542.75;
LAST SUNDAY’S OFFERING

$1,607.00
12/29 -$2,469.00

Viroqua & Liberty Pole United Methodist Churches
PO Box 127
Viroqua, WI 54665
Phone: 608-637-3551
Fax: 608-637-8193
E-mail: info@ViroquaUMC.org
Pastor's Email: jeanlwaldron@gmail.com

Pastor

Rev. Jean Waldron

Organists

Holly Slack (LP)
Kathy Hanson (V) & Barb Casper (V)

Choir Director

Irene Fortney

Secretary

Micky Brown

With open hearts, open minds,
and open doors
we welcome you!

