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Dear Friends, 

 Throughout the Old Testament, an offering was something you gave, but the tithe was something you 

owed. It belonged to the Lord and it was repaid—it wasn’t a gift. In the end, tithing (or giving at least 10%) 

wasn’t something Israel did in the same way we give a tip with our bill at a restaurant. No, tithing was an inten-

tional practice through which God intended to teach Israel about his sovereign ownership of everything. In-

stead of being mere consumers of their blessings, they had to stop and think through just how much blessing 

they had. Through the tithe, God took care of his people—and through the act of generous giving, God contin-

ues to bless his people. Below are a few of the many Scriptures on Tithing: 

Proverbs 3:9-10 - Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops; then your barns will 

be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine. 

2 Chronicles 31:4-5 - He ordered the people living in Jerusalem to give the portion due the priests and Levites 

so they could devote themselves to the Law of the LORD. As soon as the order went out, the Israelites gener-

ously gave the first fruits of their grain, new wine, olive oil and honey and all that the fields produced. They 

brought a great amount, a tithe of everything. 

Genesis 14:19-20 - and he blessed Abram, saying, “Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator of heaven 

and earth. And praise be to God Most High, who delivered your enemies into your hand.” Then Abram gave 

him a tenth of everything. 

1 Corinthians 16:1-2 - Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed the churches of Galatia, so 

you also are to do. On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he 

may prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come.  

Hebrews 7:1-9 - For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met Abraham returning 

from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, and to him Abraham apportioned a tenth part of everything. 

He is first, by translation of his name, king of righteousness, and then he is also king of Salem, that is, king of 

peace. He is without father or mother or genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but re-

sembling the Son of God he continues a priest forever. See how great this man was to whom Abraham the 

patriarch gave a tenth of the spoils! And those descendants of Levi who receive the priestly office have a com-

mandment in the law to take tithes from the people, that is, from their brothers, though these also are de-

scended from Abraham.... (continued on Page 3) 

Viroqua & Liberty Pole United Methodist Churches Mission Statement 

The Viroqua & Liberty Pole United Methodist Churches exist for the purpose of carrying out Christ’s Great  
Commission by enabling all who come to personally know the joy of God’s love and forgiveness and to lovingly  

share this joy in the  fellowship of the church and in reaching people throughout the world. 
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The Cross & The Flame is published monthly by the 
Viroqua and Liberty Pole United Methodist Churches  
for our congregation and friends. We welcome you  

with open hearts, open minds and open doors. 

 
VIROQUA UMC/OFFICE 

221 S. Center Ave. 

Viroqua, WI 54665 

Phone: 608-637-3551 

Fax: 608-638-6351 

Email: info@ViroquaUMC.org 

www.ViroquaUMC.org 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 A.M. - Noon Monday & Wednesday 

8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday 

8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. on Thursday & Friday 

(Church door opens at 9:00 a.m.)  

 

LIBERTY POLE UMC 
S 6759 St. Hwy. 27 

Viroqua, WI 54665 

Phone: 608-675-3630 

 

STAFF 
Jean Waldron, Pastor 

Parsonage Phone: 608-637-7614 

Pastor’s Direct Line:  608-638-7627 

Email: jeanlwaldron@gmail.com  

Kristin Potochick, Secretary 
Office Phone: 608-637-3551 

Liberty Pole UMC Service Assistants 

 

Ushers/Greeters 
June 4   -   Ella Funk and Angel Thurber 
June 11  -  Ella Funk and Angel Thurber 
June 18 -   Brian and Carole Funk 
June 25  -  Brian and Carole Funk 
 
  
Liturgist -     Barb Robson  
  
 

Viroqua UMC Service Assistants 
 

Ushers 
June 4   - Betty Ross & Janet Welch 
June 11 - Cavan Fang 
June 18 - Dale & Jolene Gudgeon 
June 25 - Pat Matz & Barb Casper 
 
Greeters 
June 4   - Annabel McGarry 
June 11 - David Peterson 
June 18 - 
June 25 - Shirley Gilman 
 
Liturgist - Todd Overbo 
 

  John Wesley Quote   

 .   

 

 

“What religion do I preach?  The religion of love.  The law of kindness brought to 

light by the gospel.  What is this good for?  To make all who receive it enjoy God 

and themselves, to make them like God, lovers of all, contented in their lives.” 
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The Dischords will lead us in 

music and praise at our annual 

outdoor worship service and 

picnic.  We have reserved the 

large shelter.  Both congrega-

tions will gather at 10:30 a.m. 

for an oldtime camp meeting.   

 

Bring a lawn chair for the ser-

vice and tableware and a dish 

to share for the potluck picnic 

after the service. 

Visitors are welcome to join us, 

we would like to see you. 

In case of bad weather we will 

move to the Viroqua UMC. 

Great Day in Eckhart Park– Our Annual Outdoor Worship Service 

and Picnic—Both Churches—July 2nd—10:30 a.m. 

We sang a Mother's Day song.....thanks for the participation from the congregation.... 
 
Also thanks to all the Children's Ministry helpers this past year....you are greatly appreciated.... 
 
Clown Crew Show 
Thanks to all who support us. A few new faces, that is always nice to see.  
 
Prayer Vigil 
This was held on May 19th for the Graduates of 2017 and getting ready for the Season of Pente-
cost.....thanks to those who participated. 
 
todd 

LEAP'S—Youth 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwim4_Hby-DTAhUi4oMKHR-WCyYQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Fchurch-picnic-images&psig=AFQjCNF-A7XKEQzc7Z8tYKo0MJ9uLaHPQw&ust=149434302597
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Pastor Jean’s letter (continued from Page 1) 

2 Corinthians 8:1-5 - We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among 

the churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme pov-

erty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For they gave according to their means, as I 

can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part 

in the relief of the saints— and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and 

then by the will of God to us.  

Philippians 4:19 - And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ 

Jesus.  

Mark 12:41-44 - Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd 

putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow 

came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents. Calling his disciples to him, Jesus 

said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. They all gave out 

of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on”. 

Malachi 3:8-12 - “Will a mere mortal rob God? “Yet you rob me. But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’ 

“In tithes and offerings. You are under a curse—your whole nation—because you are robbing me. Bring 

the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD 

Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that 

there will not be room enough to store it. I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in 

your fields will not drop their fruit before it is ripe,” says the LORD Almighty. “Then all the nations will call 

you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,” says the LORD Almighty. 

William Barcley, adjunct professor of New Testament at Reformed Theological Seminary states: “God’s 

rebuke of his people in Malachi 3:6-12 is remarkable in at least three ways. 

1. God accuses his people of “robbing” him by failing to tithe (3:8). This reflects the biblical teaching 

that the tithe belongs to God. 

2. In almost unprecedented fashion, God challenges his people to test him. Tithing is always a test 

of faith. It’s big enough to hurt, and it forces us to trust God to provide. But it’s not big enough to distress 

God’s people who are living within their means and leveraging their resources for his glory. 

3. God promises to pour abundant blessings on his people when they tithe (cf. 2 Cor. 9:6). No other 

ceremonial aspect of the Mosaic law draws condemnation in quite this way, except for offering corrupt 

sacrifices. God treats the lack of tithing as contemptible.   (end of quote) 

When it comes to tithing money, the real question is, Is our heart in the gospel of Jesus 

Christ? Are we putting our money where our heart is? We can tell where our heart is by see-

ing where we are putting our money. “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also,” 

Jesus said (Matthew 6:21).  (Continued on Page 7) 

 C Fear: 10 Bible Verses To Inspire Courage 
  rod and your staff, they comfort me. (Psalm 23:4)  

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Matt%206.21
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Viroqua Administrative Council Meeting Minutes— May 16th 

Members Present: Gregory Cheever, Cavan Fang, Veryel Gerdl, Jolene Gudgeon, Aaron 
Hanson, Kathy Hanson, David Peterson, Bob Starr, Pastor Jean Waldron, Janet Welch,  
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:15 by Kathy Hanson. Pastor Jean led us in devotions that 
she uses with the confirmation class. 
 
Pastor Jean informed us about what is coming up in June.  The Annual Conference will be June 
16-18. Life Line Screening will be held in our building on June 8. Pastor has been approached 
about doing a Church Directory. It was the consensus of the group not to do it at this time. 
 
The following committees made reports. See their complete minutes elsewhere in the newsletter. 
 

Trustees – an all-church work day will be held on June 24. Projects include caulking around 
the building, cement repair, painting, window repair, and more. All church members are 
encouraged to help as they are able. 

Care and Nurture – the outdoor worship and picnic will be held on July 2 with the Dischords 
providing the music and message. 

Worship – the committee is interested in hearing from members of the congregation as to 
which communion mode is preferred. A survey will be distributed on June 4

th
. 

UMW – if not already done, members are encouraged to make a donation equal to the 
amount they would have spent making salad. 

Missions – the committee will be assembling their items for the In-Gathering project at Annu-
al Conference. 

 
A motion to adjourn was made by Aaron Hanson and seconded by Cavan Fang. Meeting ended 
with The Lord’ Prayer. 
 
The Education committee met earlier this evening. Kathy reported on plans to organize a church-
wide effort to pray for kids in the confirmation and LEAPS groups during the summer. Details will 
be coming early in May. 
 
The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at approximately 8:45 p.m. 

Reminder: 

If you are admitted to a hospital  and are in need of pastoral care, let the hospital know you are a 

member of the Viroqua United Methodist Church/Liberty Pole United Methodist Church.   

Please have a family member or Chaplain contact the church office or the pastor so you can re-

ceive pastoral care during your hospitalization.    

SPECIAL THANKS from UMCOR 

We received  a thank you from UMCOR dated May 8th for our gift of $34.20 to the General Board of Global  Ministries through The 

Advance, the designated mission giving channel of the United Methodist Church. One hundred percent of our contribution will sup-

port the missionary community in honor of Paul Lee Webster Advance #11865Z.    

 THE CROSS and THE FLAME  9

   

Upcoming Events: 

Sunday School for LEAPs will continue thru the Summer 

Thurs., June 8th—Life Line Screening at Viroqua UMC 8:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 

Sun., June 18th —Father’s Day 

Thurs., June 22nd, 4:30-6:00 p.m.  Strawberry Social at Bethel Village, 904 Wall 
 Street,  Cashton.  Serving hot beef supper and fresh strawberry shortcake.    

 There will be a Plant and Pie Auction and dinner music.  Flyer with details coming. 

 Sun., July 2nd—10:30 a.m.  - “Great Day in Eckhart Park” Joint Worship at the Park 

 with DisChords. 

Red alert! 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.   And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it 
filled the entire house where they were sitting.  Divided tongues, as of fire, ap-
peared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.  All of them were 
filled with the Holy Spirit... (Acts 2:1-4a) 
 
Pentecost Sunday, is almost here!  This festival is considered the birthday of the Christian church, 
when we remember the coming of the Holy Spirit.  Red is the liturgical color for Pentecost, because 
red symbolizes the "tongues of fire" that signaled the Holy Spirit's arrival upon the early believers.  So 
to celebrate Pentecost this year, we're going to paint the church red!  (Or at least as red as the  
Trustees will let us.) 
 
On Sunday June 4, don't forget to wear your red hats, red shirts, red shoes, red ties, red dresses, red 
pants, red flannel underwear, red socks, red jewelry--any and all things red.  Also, Viroqua church 
members please bring red geraniums to church to decorate the altar.  After worship, the geraniums 
will be planted around the church so we can show a little Pentecost all summer long! 
 
Pentecost 2017 is coming soon, so get ready to get red! 

 

Father’s Day Prayer 

God our Father, in your wisdom and love  

you made all things.  

Bless these men,  

that they may be strengthened as Christian fathers.  

Let the example of their faith and love shine forth.  

Grant that we, their sons and daughters,  

may honor them always  

with a spirit of profound respect.  

Grant this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Father’s Day—Sun., June 19th 
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The Founding Mothers of Mother’s Day in the United States   

The celebration of Mother's Day can be traced back to ancient Greece, but the mother of 
Mother's Day in the United States was Ann Marie Reeves Jarvis, a Methodist from West Vir-
ginia.  
 
Her daughter, Anna, led a successful campaign in the early 1900s to have Mother's Day rec-
ognized as a national holiday. 
 
Anna was not quite 2 years old when her family moved to Grafton, four miles south of Web-
ster, W.Va. According to historical records, Anna heard her mother express hope that a me-
morial would be established for all mothers, living and dead.  After the death of her father in 
1902, Anna — along with her mother and sister, Lillie — moved to Philadelphia to reside with 
her brother, Claude. After Ann's death on May 9, 1905, Anna began an intense campaign to 
fulfill the wish of her mother. 
 
On May 10, 1908, the third anniversary of Ann's death, a program was held at Andrews Meth-
odist Episcopal Church in Grafton and in Philadelphia, launching the observance of a general 
memorial day for all mothers.  Subsequently, the church observed Mother's Day on the sec-
ond Sunday of May each year, making Andrews the mother church of Mother's Day.  
 
The church, no longer an active Methodist congregation, was incorporated as an international 
shrine in 1962 and is open to the public from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. each weekday between 
April 15 and Oct. 15. 
 
For the first official Mother's Day service in 1908, Anna sent 500 white carnations to the 
church to be given to the participating mothers. During the next several years, she sent more 
than 10,000 carnations there. Carnations -- red for the living and white for the deceased -- be-
came symbols of the purity, strength and endurance of motherhood.   
 
In her campaign to have Mother's Day recognized as a national holiday, Anna called on clergymen, busi-
ness leaders and politicians for help. Those included John Wanamaker, who presided over a Mother's Day 
service in the 5,000-seat auditorium of his Philadelphia store on May 10, 1908. More than 15,000 reported-
ly tried to attend the event, where Anna spoke for more than an hour. 
 
The first Mother's Day proclamation was issued by West Virginia's governor in 1910. The day was celebrat-
ed in most states in 1911.  In 1914, the U.S. House and Senate approved a resolution proclaiming the sec-
ond Sunday of May as Mother's Day. President Woodrow Wilson endorsed it, and Secretary of State Wil-
liam Jennings Bryan proclaimed it. 
 
Today, countries around the world celebrate Mother's Day. Some -- including Finland, Italy, Turkey, Aus-
tralia and Belgium -- have joined the United States in observing it on the second Sunday in May. 
 
Anna spent her remaining years promoting the Mother's Day movement but was unsuccessful at thwarting 
what she considered commercialization of the day.  She died in 1948 at age 84 and was buried in Philadel-
phia. On the day of the funeral, the bell on Andrews Church in Grafton tolled 84 times in her honor. 
 

This story was reported by the United Methodist News Service. It was first published in 
1998.  
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         Birthdays 

With wishes for many more! 
  

 Liberty Pole 
 

Dennis Zitzner     June 1st  

Kaylee Baker      June 2nd  

Alex Hornby      June 6th   

Lynn Zitzner      June 8th 

Andy Diehl      June 14th   

Zachary Zitzner     June 15th    

Barb Robson      June 17th  

Delores Hornby     June 28th   

Linda Stalsberg     June 29th  

  

Viroqua 
 

Elizabeth Roberts    June 6th 

Mary Mulvaney-Kemp  June 7th   

Marlo Volden      June 13th   

Robert Peterson    June 14th   

Janet Starr      June 17th 

Henry Roberts      June 17th  

Jolene Gudgeon    June 19th    

Laura Bjerkos     June 22nd   

Michelle Primmer    June 22nd    

Jackie Maly      June 23rd   

Scott Starr       June 29th   

Irene Fortney      June 30th   

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

  

Liberty Pole 

Ryan & Carrie Brinkman            June 7th   

Billy & Tolla Lepke           June 16th   

Steve & Tamie Thompson        June 16th   

Darin & Teresa Gardner             June 27th   

Austin & Syneve Jones            June 27th   

 

 Viroqua 

Robert & Janet Starr           June 7th   

Chuck & Mary Mulvaney-Kemp      June 20th   

Gerald & Carolyn Schroeder           June 22nd   

Thomas & Melissa Haakenson       June 25th   

Mary & Norman Hare          June 27th   

Happy Anniversary 

Deaths   
Dan Casper 

5/4/17 

 
 

   

“For God so loved the world that 
he gave his one and only Son, 
that whosoever believes in  him 
shall not perish but have eternal 
life.” 
      John 3:16 

Note:  If you change your address, please let 

us know so we can update our records.  Thank 

You!  637-3551 

http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/methodist-history-the-founding-mothers-of-mothers-day
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/methodist-history-the-founding-mothers-of-mothers-day
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Newsletter Deadline 
The deadline for the July newsletter is  

June 22nd.  Please provide your  

submissions as early as possible.  Thank  you! 

Viroqua UMC Finance Committee Meeting—May 16th 

Viroqua UMC Trustees Committee Minutes—May 9th 

Opening Prayer:  Pastor Jean 
Aaron spoke with Roy Anderson about upgrading the upstairs bathrooms to handicap.  Waiting for response 
about plans. 
 
Decision made to contact Strang for the installation of an air conditioner.  The installation will be done at their 
convenience. 
 
Approved for Sandy to put flower by front steps. 
 
Received bid from C&C to fix the sink hole in parsonage yard.  Price $595.  Motion made and seconded to 
accept bid. 
 
Aaron suggested banners be put up to cover holes where our speakers used to be (on front wall of sanctu-
ary). 
 
Work date: 
Meeting Sunday to see if we can come up with a date. 
 
A leak in the water meter room was discovered. The carpet is damp by the water meter door. 

Present:  Dr. Starr, Aaron Hanson, David Peterson, Gregory Cheever, Pastor Jean, Veryel Gerdl,   
        Kathy Hanson, Janet Welch, Cavan Fang, Jolene Gudgeon 
 
Devotion:  Pastor Jean 
 
Financial Secretary’s Report given by Veryel—approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report given by Gregory—approved. 
 
Air conditioner is scheduled. 
 
Pastor will put a message in the Newsletter about what it costs to operate Viroqua UMC.  Be sure to 
read it. 
 
A “Big Thank You” to Sonya for auditing the checkbooks of the church.  Good Job! 
 

 Confirmation Class 

The Confirmation Class just finished their first year.  They are a great group of Youth.  They ask 

many questions and are eager to learn.  Please keep Liona, Taylor, Matthew, Kaleb, Jaydon,  

Ansel, Abby, Vanessa, Angel, Ella, Kaylee, Alan, and Serena in your prayers. I am very proud of all 

of them.   

Pastor Jean 

New City Water Meter 

The area in front of Viroqua UMC is torn up because the City put a new water meter in. 
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June 4th, Pentecost Sunday 
Holy Communion by Intinction 
Psalm 104:1-13, 24-35  UMH 826 

Acts 2:1-11 

1 Corinthians 12:4-13 

John 20:19-23 

     “Gifts of the Spirit” 
 
 
June 11th, 1st Sunday after Pentecost 
Trinity Sunday 

Psalm 8, Rsp. 1     UMH 743 

Isaiah  6:1-8 

Rev. 4:1-11 

John 16:5-15 

   “A Rainbow Surrounds the Throne” 
 

 

June 18th, Father’s Day Sunday 
Psalm 116, Rsp. 1    UMH 837 

Genesis 18:1-15 

Romans 5:1-8 

Matthew 9:35-10:8 

   “Father’s Day Message” 

 

    
 
June 25th, 3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 85       UMH 806 

1 Kings 8:22-23, 27-30, 41-43 

Galatians 1:1-10 

Luke 7:1-10 

    “Hymn Sing” 

Pastor Jean’s Letter (continued from Page 3) 

Recently, some members have asked how much it actually costs to run the Viroqua UMC, and 

what that means for each of us.  The answer to their question is straightforward:  the Viroqua 

UMC 2017 mission budget for making disciples of Jesus Christ is $145,941, which works out to 

roughly $2,055 per household.  In other words, if each household tithed at least $40.00 per week 

then we could carry out our mission successfully.  However, these numbers do not answer their 

underlying concern, “How much should we be giving back to God?”  Since everything is really 

God’s to begin with, only God can say for sure how much each of us needs to give.  

The Billy Graham Evangelistic Association states:  “A New Testament teaching on giving which may be 

helpful to you is found in 1 Corinthians 16:2: ‘On the first day of every week, each one of you should set 

aside a sum of money in keeping with his income.’  This passage brings out four points: we should give 

individually, regularly, methodically, and proportionately. The matter of your giving is between you and 

God, and God always takes into account our circumstances. He knows when they are beyond our power 

to direct and control. The important thing is that we see giving as a privilege and not a burden. It should 

not be out of a sense of duty, but rather out of love for the Lord and a desire to see His kingdom ad-

vanced. Second Corinthians 9:6-7 says: ‘Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparing-

ly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each person should give what he has decid-

ed in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.’ The deeper 

question, you see, is this: What has priority in our lives? Is Christ really first—or do we put ourselves and 

our own desires first? Make sure Christ is first in your life, and then ask God to guide you.” 

           
    Sincerely, Pastor Jean, VUMC Council and Finance Committees 

June Scriptures 



 6                                              THE CROSS and THE FLAME 

Newsletter Deadline 
The deadline for the July newsletter is  

June 22nd.  Please provide your  

submissions as early as possible.  Thank  you! 

Viroqua UMC Finance Committee Meeting—May 16th 

Viroqua UMC Trustees Committee Minutes—May 9th 

Opening Prayer:  Pastor Jean 
Aaron spoke with Roy Anderson about upgrading the upstairs bathrooms to handicap.  Waiting for response 
about plans. 
 
Decision made to contact Strang for the installation of an air conditioner.  The installation will be done at their 
convenience. 
 
Approved for Sandy to put flower by front steps. 
 
Received bid from C&C to fix the sink hole in parsonage yard.  Price $595.  Motion made and seconded to 
accept bid. 
 
Aaron suggested banners be put up to cover holes where our speakers used to be (on front wall of sanctu-
ary). 
 
Work date: 
Meeting Sunday to see if we can come up with a date. 
 
A leak in the water meter room was discovered. The carpet is damp by the water meter door. 

Present:  Dr. Starr, Aaron Hanson, David Peterson, Gregory Cheever, Pastor Jean, Veryel Gerdl,   
        Kathy Hanson, Janet Welch, Cavan Fang, Jolene Gudgeon 
 
Devotion:  Pastor Jean 
 
Financial Secretary’s Report given by Veryel—approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report given by Gregory—approved. 
 
Air conditioner is scheduled. 
 
Pastor will put a message in the Newsletter about what it costs to operate Viroqua UMC.  Be sure to 
read it. 
 
A “Big Thank You” to Sonya for auditing the checkbooks of the church.  Good Job! 
 

 Confirmation Class 

The Confirmation Class just finished their first year.  They are a great group of Youth.  They ask 

many questions and are eager to learn.  Please keep Liona, Taylor, Matthew, Kaleb, Jaydon,  

Ansel, Abby, Vanessa, Angel, Ella, Kaylee, Alan, and Serena in your prayers. I am very proud of all 

of them.   

Pastor Jean 

New City Water Meter 

The area in front of Viroqua UMC is torn up because the City put a new water meter in. 

 THE CROSS and THE FLAME                                                   7 

June 4th, Pentecost Sunday 
Holy Communion by Intinction 
Psalm 104:1-13, 24-35  UMH 826 

Acts 2:1-11 

1 Corinthians 12:4-13 

John 20:19-23 

     “Gifts of the Spirit” 
 
 
June 11th, 1st Sunday after Pentecost 
Trinity Sunday 

Psalm 8, Rsp. 1     UMH 743 

Isaiah  6:1-8 

Rev. 4:1-11 

John 16:5-15 

   “A Rainbow Surrounds the Throne” 
 

 

June 18th, Father’s Day Sunday 
Psalm 116, Rsp. 1    UMH 837 

Genesis 18:1-15 

Romans 5:1-8 

Matthew 9:35-10:8 

   “Father’s Day Message” 

 

    
 
June 25th, 3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
Psalm 85       UMH 806 

1 Kings 8:22-23, 27-30, 41-43 

Galatians 1:1-10 

Luke 7:1-10 

    “Hymn Sing” 

Pastor Jean’s Letter (continued from Page 3) 

Recently, some members have asked how much it actually costs to run the Viroqua UMC, and 

what that means for each of us.  The answer to their question is straightforward:  the Viroqua 

UMC 2017 mission budget for making disciples of Jesus Christ is $145,941, which works out to 

roughly $2,055 per household.  In other words, if each household tithed at least $40.00 per week 

then we could carry out our mission successfully.  However, these numbers do not answer their 

underlying concern, “How much should we be giving back to God?”  Since everything is really 

God’s to begin with, only God can say for sure how much each of us needs to give.  

The Billy Graham Evangelistic Association states:  “A New Testament teaching on giving which may be 

helpful to you is found in 1 Corinthians 16:2: ‘On the first day of every week, each one of you should set 

aside a sum of money in keeping with his income.’  This passage brings out four points: we should give 

individually, regularly, methodically, and proportionately. The matter of your giving is between you and 

God, and God always takes into account our circumstances. He knows when they are beyond our power 

to direct and control. The important thing is that we see giving as a privilege and not a burden. It should 

not be out of a sense of duty, but rather out of love for the Lord and a desire to see His kingdom ad-

vanced. Second Corinthians 9:6-7 says: ‘Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparing-

ly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each person should give what he has decid-

ed in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.’ The deeper 

question, you see, is this: What has priority in our lives? Is Christ really first—or do we put ourselves and 

our own desires first? Make sure Christ is first in your life, and then ask God to guide you.” 

           
    Sincerely, Pastor Jean, VUMC Council and Finance Committees 

June Scriptures 
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The Founding Mothers of Mother’s Day in the United States   

The celebration of Mother's Day can be traced back to ancient Greece, but the mother of 
Mother's Day in the United States was Ann Marie Reeves Jarvis, a Methodist from West Vir-
ginia.  
 
Her daughter, Anna, led a successful campaign in the early 1900s to have Mother's Day rec-
ognized as a national holiday. 
 
Anna was not quite 2 years old when her family moved to Grafton, four miles south of Web-
ster, W.Va. According to historical records, Anna heard her mother express hope that a me-
morial would be established for all mothers, living and dead.  After the death of her father in 
1902, Anna — along with her mother and sister, Lillie — moved to Philadelphia to reside with 
her brother, Claude. After Ann's death on May 9, 1905, Anna began an intense campaign to 
fulfill the wish of her mother. 
 
On May 10, 1908, the third anniversary of Ann's death, a program was held at Andrews Meth-
odist Episcopal Church in Grafton and in Philadelphia, launching the observance of a general 
memorial day for all mothers.  Subsequently, the church observed Mother's Day on the sec-
ond Sunday of May each year, making Andrews the mother church of Mother's Day.  
 
The church, no longer an active Methodist congregation, was incorporated as an international 
shrine in 1962 and is open to the public from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. each weekday between 
April 15 and Oct. 15. 
 
For the first official Mother's Day service in 1908, Anna sent 500 white carnations to the 
church to be given to the participating mothers. During the next several years, she sent more 
than 10,000 carnations there. Carnations -- red for the living and white for the deceased -- be-
came symbols of the purity, strength and endurance of motherhood.   
 
In her campaign to have Mother's Day recognized as a national holiday, Anna called on clergymen, busi-
ness leaders and politicians for help. Those included John Wanamaker, who presided over a Mother's Day 
service in the 5,000-seat auditorium of his Philadelphia store on May 10, 1908. More than 15,000 reported-
ly tried to attend the event, where Anna spoke for more than an hour. 
 
The first Mother's Day proclamation was issued by West Virginia's governor in 1910. The day was celebrat-
ed in most states in 1911.  In 1914, the U.S. House and Senate approved a resolution proclaiming the sec-
ond Sunday of May as Mother's Day. President Woodrow Wilson endorsed it, and Secretary of State Wil-
liam Jennings Bryan proclaimed it. 
 
Today, countries around the world celebrate Mother's Day. Some -- including Finland, Italy, Turkey, Aus-
tralia and Belgium -- have joined the United States in observing it on the second Sunday in May. 
 
Anna spent her remaining years promoting the Mother's Day movement but was unsuccessful at thwarting 
what she considered commercialization of the day.  She died in 1948 at age 84 and was buried in Philadel-
phia. On the day of the funeral, the bell on Andrews Church in Grafton tolled 84 times in her honor. 
 

This story was reported by the United Methodist News Service. It was first published in 
1998.  
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         Birthdays 

With wishes for many more! 
  

 Liberty Pole 
 

Dennis Zitzner     June 1st  

Kaylee Baker      June 2nd  

Alex Hornby      June 6th   

Lynn Zitzner      June 8th 

Andy Diehl      June 14th   

Zachary Zitzner     June 15th    

Barb Robson      June 17th  

Delores Hornby     June 28th   

Linda Stalsberg     June 29th  

  

Viroqua 
 

Elizabeth Roberts    June 6th 

Mary Mulvaney-Kemp  June 7th   

Marlo Volden      June 13th   

Robert Peterson    June 14th   

Janet Starr      June 17th 

Henry Roberts      June 17th  

Jolene Gudgeon    June 19th    

Laura Bjerkos     June 22nd   

Michelle Primmer    June 22nd    

Jackie Maly      June 23rd   

Scott Starr       June 29th   

Irene Fortney      June 30th   

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

  

Liberty Pole 

Ryan & Carrie Brinkman            June 7th   

Billy & Tolla Lepke           June 16th   

Steve & Tamie Thompson        June 16th   

Darin & Teresa Gardner             June 27th   

Austin & Syneve Jones            June 27th   

 

 Viroqua 

Robert & Janet Starr           June 7th   

Chuck & Mary Mulvaney-Kemp      June 20th   

Gerald & Carolyn Schroeder           June 22nd   

Thomas & Melissa Haakenson       June 25th   

Mary & Norman Hare          June 27th   

Happy Anniversary 

Deaths   
Dan Casper 

5/4/17 

 
 

   

“For God so loved the world that 
he gave his one and only Son, 
that whosoever believes in  him 
shall not perish but have eternal 
life.” 
      John 3:16 

Note:  If you change your address, please let 

us know so we can update our records.  Thank 

You!  637-3551 

http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/methodist-history-the-founding-mothers-of-mothers-day
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/methodist-history-the-founding-mothers-of-mothers-day
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Viroqua Administrative Council Meeting Minutes— May 16th 

Members Present: Gregory Cheever, Cavan Fang, Veryel Gerdl, Jolene Gudgeon, Aaron 
Hanson, Kathy Hanson, David Peterson, Bob Starr, Pastor Jean Waldron, Janet Welch,  
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:15 by Kathy Hanson. Pastor Jean led us in devotions that 
she uses with the confirmation class. 
 
Pastor Jean informed us about what is coming up in June.  The Annual Conference will be June 
16-18. Life Line Screening will be held in our building on June 8. Pastor has been approached 
about doing a Church Directory. It was the consensus of the group not to do it at this time. 
 
The following committees made reports. See their complete minutes elsewhere in the newsletter. 
 

Trustees – an all-church work day will be held on June 24. Projects include caulking around 
the building, cement repair, painting, window repair, and more. All church members are 
encouraged to help as they are able. 

Care and Nurture – the outdoor worship and picnic will be held on July 2 with the Dischords 
providing the music and message. 

Worship – the committee is interested in hearing from members of the congregation as to 
which communion mode is preferred. A survey will be distributed on June 4

th
. 

UMW – if not already done, members are encouraged to make a donation equal to the 
amount they would have spent making salad. 

Missions – the committee will be assembling their items for the In-Gathering project at Annu-
al Conference. 

 
A motion to adjourn was made by Aaron Hanson and seconded by Cavan Fang. Meeting ended 
with The Lord’ Prayer. 
 
The Education committee met earlier this evening. Kathy reported on plans to organize a church-
wide effort to pray for kids in the confirmation and LEAPS groups during the summer. Details will 
be coming early in May. 
 
The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at approximately 8:45 p.m. 

Reminder: 

If you are admitted to a hospital  and are in need of pastoral care, let the hospital know you are a 

member of the Viroqua United Methodist Church/Liberty Pole United Methodist Church.   

Please have a family member or Chaplain contact the church office or the pastor so you can re-

ceive pastoral care during your hospitalization.    

SPECIAL THANKS from UMCOR 

We received  a thank you from UMCOR dated May 8th for our gift of $34.20 to the General Board of Global  Ministries through The 

Advance, the designated mission giving channel of the United Methodist Church. One hundred percent of our contribution will sup-

port the missionary community in honor of Paul Lee Webster Advance #11865Z.    
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Upcoming Events: 

Sunday School for LEAPs will continue thru the Summer 

Thurs., June 8th—Life Line Screening at Viroqua UMC 8:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 

Sun., June 18th —Father’s Day 

Thurs., June 22nd, 4:30-6:00 p.m.  Strawberry Social at Bethel Village, 904 Wall 
 Street,  Cashton.  Serving hot beef supper and fresh strawberry shortcake.    

 There will be a Plant and Pie Auction and dinner music.  Flyer with details coming. 

 Sun., July 2nd—10:30 a.m.  - “Great Day in Eckhart Park” Joint Worship at the Park 

 with DisChords. 

Red alert! 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.   And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it 
filled the entire house where they were sitting.  Divided tongues, as of fire, ap-
peared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.  All of them were 
filled with the Holy Spirit... (Acts 2:1-4a) 
 
Pentecost Sunday, is almost here!  This festival is considered the birthday of the Christian church, 
when we remember the coming of the Holy Spirit.  Red is the liturgical color for Pentecost, because 
red symbolizes the "tongues of fire" that signaled the Holy Spirit's arrival upon the early believers.  So 
to celebrate Pentecost this year, we're going to paint the church red!  (Or at least as red as the  
Trustees will let us.) 
 
On Sunday June 4, don't forget to wear your red hats, red shirts, red shoes, red ties, red dresses, red 
pants, red flannel underwear, red socks, red jewelry--any and all things red.  Also, Viroqua church 
members please bring red geraniums to church to decorate the altar.  After worship, the geraniums 
will be planted around the church so we can show a little Pentecost all summer long! 
 
Pentecost 2017 is coming soon, so get ready to get red! 

 

Father’s Day Prayer 

God our Father, in your wisdom and love  

you made all things.  

Bless these men,  

that they may be strengthened as Christian fathers.  

Let the example of their faith and love shine forth.  

Grant that we, their sons and daughters,  

may honor them always  

with a spirit of profound respect.  

Grant this through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Father’s Day—Sun., June 19th 
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Pastor Jean’s letter (continued from Page 1) 

2 Corinthians 8:1-5 - We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among 

the churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme pov-

erty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. For they gave according to their means, as I 

can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord, begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part 

in the relief of the saints— and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and 

then by the will of God to us.  

Philippians 4:19 - And my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ 

Jesus.  

Mark 12:41-44 - Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd 

putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. But a poor widow 

came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents. Calling his disciples to him, Jesus 

said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. They all gave out 

of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on”. 

Malachi 3:8-12 - “Will a mere mortal rob God? “Yet you rob me. But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’ 

“In tithes and offerings. You are under a curse—your whole nation—because you are robbing me. Bring 

the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the LORD 

Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that 

there will not be room enough to store it. I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in 

your fields will not drop their fruit before it is ripe,” says the LORD Almighty. “Then all the nations will call 

you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,” says the LORD Almighty. 

William Barcley, adjunct professor of New Testament at Reformed Theological Seminary states: “God’s 

rebuke of his people in Malachi 3:6-12 is remarkable in at least three ways. 

1. God accuses his people of “robbing” him by failing to tithe (3:8). This reflects the biblical teaching 

that the tithe belongs to God. 

2. In almost unprecedented fashion, God challenges his people to test him. Tithing is always a test 

of faith. It’s big enough to hurt, and it forces us to trust God to provide. But it’s not big enough to distress 

God’s people who are living within their means and leveraging their resources for his glory. 

3. God promises to pour abundant blessings on his people when they tithe (cf. 2 Cor. 9:6). No other 

ceremonial aspect of the Mosaic law draws condemnation in quite this way, except for offering corrupt 

sacrifices. God treats the lack of tithing as contemptible.   (end of quote) 

When it comes to tithing money, the real question is, Is our heart in the gospel of Jesus 

Christ? Are we putting our money where our heart is? We can tell where our heart is by see-

ing where we are putting our money. “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also,” 

Jesus said (Matthew 6:21).  (Continued on Page 7) 

 C Fear: 10 Bible Verses To Inspire Courage 
  rod and your staff, they comfort me. (Psalm 23:4)  

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Matt%206.21
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The Cross & The Flame is published monthly by the 
Viroqua and Liberty Pole United Methodist Churches  
for our congregation and friends. We welcome you  

with open hearts, open minds and open doors. 

 
VIROQUA UMC/OFFICE 

221 S. Center Ave. 

Viroqua, WI 54665 

Phone: 608-637-3551 

Fax: 608-638-6351 

Email: info@ViroquaUMC.org 

www.ViroquaUMC.org 

 

OFFICE HOURS 
8:00 A.M. - Noon Monday & Wednesday 

8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday 

8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. on Thursday & Friday 

(Church door opens at 9:00 a.m.)  

 

LIBERTY POLE UMC 
S 6759 St. Hwy. 27 

Viroqua, WI 54665 

Phone: 608-675-3630 

 

STAFF 
Jean Waldron, Pastor 

Parsonage Phone: 608-637-7614 

Pastor’s Direct Line:  608-638-7627 

Email: jeanlwaldron@gmail.com  

Kristin Potochick, Secretary 
Office Phone: 608-637-3551 

Liberty Pole UMC Service Assistants 

 

Ushers/Greeters 
June 4   -   Ella Funk and Angel Thurber 
June 11  -  Ella Funk and Angel Thurber 
June 18 -   Brian and Carole Funk 
June 25  -  Brian and Carole Funk 
 
  
Liturgist -     Barb Robson  
  
 

Viroqua UMC Service Assistants 
 

Ushers 
June 4   - Betty Ross & Janet Welch 
June 11 - Cavan Fang 
June 18 - Dale & Jolene Gudgeon 
June 25 - Pat Matz & Barb Casper 
 
Greeters 
June 4   - Annabel McGarry 
June 11 - David Peterson 
June 18 - 
June 25 - Shirley Gilman 
 
Liturgist - Todd Overbo 
 

  John Wesley Quote   

 .   

 

 

“What religion do I preach?  The religion of love.  The law of kindness brought to 

light by the gospel.  What is this good for?  To make all who receive it enjoy God 

and themselves, to make them like God, lovers of all, contented in their lives.” 
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The Dischords will lead us in 

music and praise at our annual 

outdoor worship service and 

picnic.  We have reserved the 

large shelter.  Both congrega-

tions will gather at 10:30 a.m. 

for an oldtime camp meeting.   

 

Bring a lawn chair for the ser-

vice and tableware and a dish 

to share for the potluck picnic 

after the service. 

Visitors are welcome to join us, 

we would like to see you. 

In case of bad weather we will 

move to the Viroqua UMC. 

Great Day in Eckhart Park– Our Annual Outdoor Worship Service 

and Picnic—Both Churches—July 2nd—10:30 a.m. 

We sang a Mother's Day song.....thanks for the participation from the congregation.... 
 
Also thanks to all the Children's Ministry helpers this past year....you are greatly appreciated.... 
 
Clown Crew Show 
Thanks to all who support us. A few new faces, that is always nice to see.  
 
Prayer Vigil 
This was held on May 19th for the Graduates of 2017 and getting ready for the Season of Pente-
cost.....thanks to those who participated. 
 
todd 

LEAP'S—Youth 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwim4_Hby-DTAhUi4oMKHR-WCyYQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Fchurch-picnic-images&psig=AFQjCNF-A7XKEQzc7Z8tYKo0MJ9uLaHPQw&ust=149434302597


Viroqua and Liberty Pole United Methodist Churches 
Post Office Box 127  
Viroqua, WI 54665 
 
PHONE: 608-637-3551 (Office/Kristin) 
                608-638-7627/Office/Pastor Jean) 
FAX: 608-638-3651 
E-mail: info@ViroquaUMC.org 
Website: www.ViroquaUMC.org 
info@ViroquaUMC.org 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Liberty Pole United Methodist Church– 9:00 A.M. 

Viroqua United Methodist Church– 10:30 A.M. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Liberty Pole UMC– 9:15 A.M. 

Viroqua UMC– Adults-9:00 A.M., Children-10:45 A.M. 
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Dear Friends, 

 Throughout the Old Testament, an offering was something you gave, but the tithe was something you 

owed. It belonged to the Lord and it was repaid—it wasn’t a gift. In the end, tithing (or giving at least 10%) 

wasn’t something Israel did in the same way we give a tip with our bill at a restaurant. No, tithing was an inten-

tional practice through which God intended to teach Israel about his sovereign ownership of everything. In-

stead of being mere consumers of their blessings, they had to stop and think through just how much blessing 

they had. Through the tithe, God took care of his people—and through the act of generous giving, God contin-

ues to bless his people. Below are a few of the many Scriptures on Tithing: 

Proverbs 3:9-10 - Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops; then your barns will 

be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine. 

2 Chronicles 31:4-5 - He ordered the people living in Jerusalem to give the portion due the priests and Levites 

so they could devote themselves to the Law of the LORD. As soon as the order went out, the Israelites gener-

ously gave the first fruits of their grain, new wine, olive oil and honey and all that the fields produced. They 

brought a great amount, a tithe of everything. 

Genesis 14:19-20 - and he blessed Abram, saying, “Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator of heaven 

and earth. And praise be to God Most High, who delivered your enemies into your hand.” Then Abram gave 

him a tenth of everything. 

1 Corinthians 16:1-2 - Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed the churches of Galatia, so 

you also are to do. On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he 

may prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come.  

Hebrews 7:1-9 - For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met Abraham returning 

from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, and to him Abraham apportioned a tenth part of everything. 

He is first, by translation of his name, king of righteousness, and then he is also king of Salem, that is, king of 

peace. He is without father or mother or genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but re-

sembling the Son of God he continues a priest forever. See how great this man was to whom Abraham the 

patriarch gave a tenth of the spoils! And those descendants of Levi who receive the priestly office have a com-

mandment in the law to take tithes from the people, that is, from their brothers, though these also are de-

scended from Abraham.... (continued on Page 3) 

Viroqua & Liberty Pole United Methodist Churches Mission Statement 

The Viroqua & Liberty Pole United Methodist Churches exist for the purpose of carrying out Christ’s Great  
Commission by enabling all who come to personally know the joy of God’s love and forgiveness and to lovingly  

share this joy in the  fellowship of the church and in reaching people throughout the world. 


