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SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

January 2016

Dear Friends,
With a “New Year” upon us, let us look to Scripture to
give us hope. From the Old Testament: Isaiah 40:30-31
states, “ Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men
stumble and fall; but those who hope in the Lord will renew
their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will
run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”
Isaiah 43:19 states, “ See, I am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland.” Jeremiah 29:11 states, “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Ezekiel 11:19 states, “I will give
them an undivided heart and put a new spirit in them; I will remove from them their heart of stone and
give them a heart of flesh.” Micah 7:7 states, “But as for me, I watch in hope for the Lord, I wait for
God my Savior; my God will hear me.”
From the New Testament: 2 Corinthians 5:17 states, “ Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,
he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! Romans 8:18 states, “I consider that our
present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.” Romans 5:5
states, “ And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our
hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.” 1 Peter 1:3 states, “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” Revelation 21:5 states, “ He who was seated on the
throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”
May 2016 be filled with the grace of God. Hope will prevail. A Happy and Hopeful New Year
to all of you, Pastor Jean

Liberty Pole United Methodist Church– 9:00 A.M.
Viroqua United Methodist Church– 10:30 A.M.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Liberty Pole UMC– 9:15 A.M.
Viroqua UMC– Adults-9:00 A.M., Children-10:45 A.M.

Viroqua & Liberty Pole United Methodist Churches Mission Statement
The Viroqua & Liberty Pole United Methodist Churches exist for the purpose of carrying out Christ’s Great Commission by
enabling all who come to personally know the joy of God’s love and forgiveness and to lovingly share this joy in the
fellowship of the church and in reaching people throughout the world.
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John Wesley Quote
REF: http://www.goodreads.com/author/quotes/151350.John Wesley

“Let your words be the genuine picture of your heart.”

(Adapted from an essay by Garrison Keillor)
We make fun of Methodists for their blandness, their excessive calm, their fear of giving offense, their lack of
speed and also for their secret fondness for macaroni and cheese. But nobody sings like them.
If you were to ask an audience in New York City, a relatively Methodistless place, to sing along on the chorus
of “Michael Row the Board Ashore,” they will look daggers at you as if you had asked them to strip to their
underwear. But if you do this among Methodists, they’d smile and row the boat ashore and up on the beach!
And down the road!
Many Methodists are bred from childhood to sing in four-part harmony, a talent that comes from sitting on the
lap of someone singing alto or tenor or bass and hearing the harmonic intervals by putting your little head
against that person’s rib cage. It’s natural for Methodists to sing in harmony. We are too modest to be
soloists, too worldly to sing in unison. When you’re singing in the key of C and you slide into the A7th and
D7th chords, all two hundred of you, it’s an emotionally fulfilling moment. By our joining in harmony, we somehow promise that we will not forsake each other.
I do believe this: People, these Methodists, who love to sing in four-part harmony are the sort of people you
could call up when you’re in deep distress. If you are dying, they will comfort you. If you are lonely, they’ll talk
to you. And if you are hungry, they’ll give you tuna salad!
Methodists believe in prayer, but would practically die if asked to pray out loud.

The Cross & The Flame is published monthly by the
Viroqua and Liberty Pole United Methodist Churches
for our congregation and friends. We welcome you
with open hearts, open arms and open doors.

VIROQUA UMC/OFFICE
221 S. Center Ave.
Viroqua, W I 54665
Phone: 608-637-3551
Fax: 608-638-6351
Email: info@ViroquaUMC.org
www.ViroquaUMC.org

OFFICE HOURS

9:00 a.m . - 1:00 p.m. Monday & W ednesday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday
9:00 a.m. - Noon on Thursday & Friday

LIBERTY POLE UMC
S 6759 St. Hwy. 27
Viroqua, W I 54665
Phone: 608-675-3630

STAFF

Jean W aldron, Pastor
Parsonage Phone: 608-637-7614
Pastor’s Direct Line: 608-638-7627
Email: jeanlwaldron@gmail.com
Kristin Potochick, Secretary
Office Phone: 608-637-3551
Email: info@ViroquaUMC.org

Viroqua UMC Service Assistants
Ushers
Jan. 3rd - Gregg & Mary Cheever
Jan. 10th - Veryl & Lorraine Gerdl
Jan. 17th - Aaron & Angie Hanson
Jan. 24th - Jerry Schroeder/Gloria Freilinger
Jan. 31st - Minie Hirschfield/Joanne Hornby
Greeters
Jan. 3rd - Annabel McGarry
Jan. 10th - David Peterson
Jan. 17th - Dan Casper
Jan. 24th - Shirley Gilman
Jan. 31st - Jolene Gudgeon
Liturgist - Layne Hanson

Methodists like to sing, except when confronted with a new hymn or a hymn with more than four stanzas.
Methodists believe their pastors will visit them in the hospital, even if they don’t notify them that they are there.
Methodists usually follow the official liturgy and will feel it is their way of suffering for their sins.
Methodists believe in miracles and even expect miracles, especially during their stewardship visitation
programs or when passing the plate.
Methodists think that the Bible forbids them from crossing the aisle while passing the peace.
Methodists drink coffee as if it were the Third Sacrament.
Methodists feel guilty for not staying to clean up after their own wedding reception in the Fellowship Hall.
Methodists are wiling to pay up to one dollar for a meal at church.
Methodists still serve Jell-O in the proper liturgical color of the season and think that peas in a tuna noodle
casserole adds too much color.

Liberty Pole UMC Service Assistants
Ushers/Greeters
Jan. 3rd - Paul & Judy Erickson
Jan. 10th - Paul & Judy Erickson
Jan. 17th - Brian & Bryce Funk
Jan. 24th - Brian & Bryce Funk
Jan. 31st - Brian & Bryce Funk
Liturgist - Sandy Marohl

Methodists believe that it is OK to poke fun at themselves and never take themselves too seriously.
And finally, you know you are a Methodist when: It’s 100 degrees, with 90% humidity, and you still have coffee
after the service. You hear something really funny during the sermon and smile as loudly as you can. Donuts
are a line item in the church budget, just like coffee. When you watch a Star Wars movie and they say, “May
the Force be with you,” and you respond, “and also with you.”
And lastly, it takes ten minutes to say good-bye!
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VIROQUA UMC ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING - Dec. 15th
Members Present: Pastor Jean, Gregory Cheever, Veryel Gerdel, Orvis Primmer, Betty
Ross, Lynn Whitney, David Peterson, Kathy Hanson

Special Thanks
We received a thank you from UMCOR for our gift to support the following missionary and the

The meeting was opened with a devotional reading by Pastor Jean.

ministries of the General Board of Global Ministries:

Pastor Jean commended all who worked on the Sunday School program and the Thanksgiving
Dinner. Both were appreciated by many. She will be meeting with the Youth Coordinators soon
to plan the next activities.

Project #
11865Z
11865Z
11865Z

Worship Committee
The committee has been busy with Thanksgiving and Advent worship. The next meeting is
January 14 at 6:30 pm.
Trustee Committee Report

Project/Missionary/ Name
Paul Lee Webster
Paul Lee Webster
Paul Lee Webster

Country/State
Zambia
Zambia
Zambia

Amount
$ 5.00
38.00
552.00

*For all those who gave food/money to the Food Pantry.
*For all who donated to Toys for Tots.
*For all those who rang the Bell for the Salvation Army.

The altar chairs and kneeling cushions have been recovered. The office light ballast has been
attended to. See minutes in newsletter.

*For all those who gave to the Mitten, Hat, and Scarf Tree.

Finance Committee Report

*For all those who gave to others this Christmas Season!

See the newsletter.

Pastor Jean

Missions Committee Report
All the 2015 money for Paul Webster has been raised. The mitten tree is
in place. Mittens will be given to Toys for Tots.
Care and Nurture Report
Plans were made for the serving of the Fortney meal on December 20. The Finance and Trustees committees are responsible. Everyone thanks Mary Fox for doing such a wonderful job
with sending cards. Ideas for making sure homebound members are visited were shared. More
to come on that.
Education
Sunday School will be held on December 20 and then resume on January 10.
The Big Thing
Folks are reminded that everyone should be involved in the fundraiser in some way. Options
include donating items for the auction, serving on a committee, attending the event, and inviting
others to attend the event.
David made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Greg seconded. The meeting ended with the
Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted by Kathy Hanson.

January Scriptures
Jan. 3 Epiphany
Holy Communion, Intinction
Psalm 72:1-17, rsp. 1 UMH 795
Isaiah 60:1-6
Eph. 3:1-12
Matt. 2:1-12
“Following the Star”
Jan. 10, Baptism of the Lord
Reaffirmation of Baptismal Vows
Psalm 29 UMH 761
Isaiah 43:1-7
Acts 8:14-17
Luke 3:15-22
“Come Holy Spirit, Come”
Jan. 17, 2nd Sunday of Epiphany
Installation of Officers
Psalm 36:5-10 UMH 771
Isaiah 62:1-5
I Corinthians 12:1-11
John 2:1-11
“Do Whatever He tells You”

Jan. 24th, 3rd Sunday of Epiphany
Psalm 19, rsp. 2
UMH 750
Nehemiah 8:1-10
I Corinthians 12:12-31
Luke 4:14-21
“God’s Joy: a Gift of Grace”
Jan. 31st, 4th Sunday of Epiphany
Psalm 71:1-12
UMH 794
Jeremiah 1:4-10
I Corinthians 13:1-13
Luke 4:21-30
“Jesus’ Attitude & Approach”

Date
11/16/2015
11/16/2015
11/16/2015
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The BIG Thing!!!
All-Church FUNdraiser
February 6, 2016
4:00 p.m.—?
The evening will include a Spaghetti Supper, Silent Auction, and Live Auction. While we do hope
to raise a good amount of money to bolster up the church’s general operating fund, we also hope
to raise a good amount of community and fellowship among our congregants and those
nonmembers who join in the fun.
Everyone can be involved! You can donate items for the auction, attend the event – eat
spaghetti and buy things at the auction, help on a committee, and/or invite others to the auction.
We need you all to make this a success!
If you have any questions, please ask one of the members of the Big Thing Planning Committee –
Sonja Bjerkos, Gregory Cheever, Cavan Fang, Kathy Hanson, David Peterson.

CHRISTMAS CAROLING
There were over 19 people and 2 dogs (Bobby and Lucky) that went caroling to Vernon Manor,
Fairhaven, Bethel Home and Maplewood on Sunday December 20th. Afterwards there were refreshments at the Ark.

SPECIAL SUNDAYS IN JANUARY
January 3rd: Epiphany Sunday, H.C. Intinction
January 10th: Baptism of the Lord Sunday with Reaffirmation of Baptismal Vows
January 17th: Installation of officers

Questions.org—New Year’s Resolutions a Christian Should Make
So what sort of New Year’s resolution should a Christian make? Here are some suggestions:
(1) pray to the Lord for wisdom (James 1:5) in regards to what resolutions, if any, He would have
you make; (2) pray for wisdom as to how to fulfill the goals God gives you; (3 ) rely on God’s
strength to help you; (4) find an accountability partner who will help you and encourage you; (5)
don’t become discouraged with occasional failures; instead, allow them to motivate you further;
(6) don’t become proud or vain, but give God the glory. Psalm 37:5-6 says, “Commit your way
to the LORD; trust in him and he will do this: He will make your righteousness shine like the
dawn, the justice of your cause like the noonday sun.”

THE FLAME and THE CROSS
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Viroqua Trustees Committee Meeting Minutes—Dec. 3rd
Present: Orvice Primmer, Pete Gilman, Pastor Jean, Gregory Cheever, and Angie Hanson
The meeting opened with a prayer by Pastor Jean.
Orvice is to follow up on chairs that are being redone.
The Office light that was humming has been fixed.
The pressure switch on the broiler is acting up.
The committee brainstormed on whether there should be an awning over the front door and back door of
the church.
Next meeting is January 12, 2016. Meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m.

Viroqua United Methodist Women Meeting Minutes, Dec. 8th
The Viroqua United Methodist Women went to Kickapoo Corners for their annual Christmas dinner.
Members signed up for a month in 2016 to hostess the group.
Members of our group were to leave Christmas gifts for Vernon Manor residents at the church library to
be taken by December 16th.
A monetary gift was sent for our Mexican boy who we sponsor.
Books have been bought for the library.
We will be reviving our Program book for 2016.
Dates to Remember:
Jan. 7th—Circle/UMW—UMC lounge—1:30 p.m.– Ardith Olson, Hostess
Jan. Child Fund—Janet Welch
Cookies and Coffee - Hospitality IV

10 New Year’s Resolutions Every Christian Should Make—by: Eric Corpus
1. Resolve to stay faithful to Jesus Christ. He is the on Truth, Way and Life. There’s no reason
to look elsewhere.
2. Resolve to not let anything—a career, a significant other, social media, a house—become an
object of worship.
3. Resolve to watch your language and not speak any destructive talk, especially involving the
name of God.
4. Resolve to prevent burnout by putting aside work one day a week. Trust God to provide for
your needs that day and just enjoy the time He’s given you.
5. Resolve to talk to your parents on a regular basis, and show them love and respect.
6. Resolve to be angry less. Channel any feelings of rage, which Jesus said are as severe as
murder, into worshiping God and serving others.
7. Resolve to honor your commitment to your spouse. Whether in thought or in deed, stay pure
and loyal in the union God made.
8. Resolve to not take anything that’s not yours, including stuff you can hold and put in your
pocket, and plenty that you can’t, like music downloads, streaming movies and hours on your
timecard.
9. Resolve to speak about others only with truth and love, not gossip.
10. Resolve to be content with what you have, and not worry about that others are amassing.
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A Message from Bishop Jung—December 18, 2015
As we Christians prepare to celebrate Christmas, and many others in our world join in holiday festivities, this year is a real time of testing. Daily we hear stories of violence and terror.
People are displaced from their homes and they are unwelcome in many places. There is hurt
and anger and fear all around. Our world feels like a scary, dangerous place. It is hard to rejoice and celebrate when there is so much bad happening.
Perhaps what we need to do this year is seek Magi to join us in our churches. The Magi
were a class of people in Jesus’ time who looked for signs and portents of spiritual and divine
guidance. They did not worry themselves with what was happening around them on the earth.
Their faith and focus was on the future, founded on a strong belief that truth and beauty and justice would prevail over deception, destruction and violence. Our story of “We Three Kings of Orient Are,” based on Matthew 2: 1-12, tells of the three travelers seeking the infant Messiah. They
traveled hostile lands, met with a devious and dangerous King Herod, and overcame great obstacles to worship the baby Jesus. There is much in their story for us to think about today.
First, tradition has it that they were from different lands—different racial and ethic heritage—yet they shared a common vision and a common goal. They were strangers traveling in a
strange land, yet they did not give into their fears and anxieties, but stayed focused on the hope,
love, and joy that the Christ child promised. They humbled themselves, bowing before the meek
and lowly travelers from Nazareth in the little town of Bethlehem. In the first century, it was no
less dangerous to travel unknown roads or welcome unknown people than it is today. Yet, the
son of God is worth every risk. One Christmas carol sings that “love came down at Christmas,”
but this was not a weak, passive love. The love of God born in Jesus Christ is a love of great
strength and courage. It makes us confident when we are anxious, powerful when we are afraid,
and it allows us to treat strangers as sisters and brothers instead of as potential enemies. Magi,
the wise, understood that the holy and divine is more powerful than the worldly and base.
Today, Magi—wise women and men—can help us to remember that those who wish to destroy and do harm are actually very few. The vast majority of Christians, Jewish people, Muslims, and believers of many other faiths seek peace and justice and harmony. Refugees and the
displaced and dispossessed are not problems to solve or threats to avoid, but brothers and sisters in special need, giving us opportunity to put the love, mercy and compassion of Christ into
action. The wise among us help us not to become confused by the chaos and commotion of our
world, but to seek the One who makes all things new—our Lord of Lords, our Prince of Peace,
our Savior and our Salvation. There is nothing to fear, for Christ will indeed be born again in
each of us this year.
It is very likely that in our world many will be homeless this Christmas. Many will be hungry. Many will grieve the loss of loved ones. Many will be ill, many will be lost, many will be lonely. Sadly, many in our world may feel hopeless. This is a critical time for us. We must not allow
ourselves to reflect the darkness we see in the world around us, but we must let the light of
Christ shine through us, dispelling the darkness, giving hope, and offering aid.
This is a warm winter—we cannot use being frozen as an excuse. Each of our churches
can be a gift to the community and world this Christmas and New Year. We can reach out in
love, welcome the stranger, meet and journey with those in need, and offer the love, grace and
hope of Christ to every person in both body and in spirit.
Grace and Peace
Hee-Soo Jung, PhD
Bishop
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Birthdays
Joyce Funk (LP)

January 1st

Peggy Selin (V)

January 1st

Chuck Mulvaney-Kemp

January 2nd

Tristan Seidel (V)

January 3rd

Veryel Gerdl (V)

January 5th

Mary Hare (V)

January 7th

Tim Zitzner (LP)

January 9th

Landon Ritter-Robson (LP)

January 13th

John Eumurian (V)

January 14th

Joe Funk (LP)

January 16th

Leo Zarnoth (LP)

January 17th

Debra Solverson (LP)

January 18th

Judy Gardner (LP)

January 21st

Debora Hornby (LP)

January 21st

Wade Vikemyr (LP)

January 21st

Hazel Hendrickson (V)

January 22nd

Michael Welch (V)

January 23rd

Liberty Pole UMC

Gregory Cheever (V)

January 25th

December 27th

Tammy Gardner (LP)

January 25th

Craig Starr (V)

January 29th

Ashlyn Davidson

January 30th

Luther & Hazel Hendrickson (V) January 20th

Deaths
Ida Louise Robson
Died 11/29/15
Services were held Saturday, Dec. 5th @
11:00 a.m. at the Liberty Pole United
Methodist Church
Pastor Jean Waldron Officiating

Baptism

Clayton Maurice Thompson
Son of Nicklas and Ashley Thompson

Newsletter Deadline
The deadline for the February newsletter is
January 25th. Please provide your submissions as
early as possible so that we produce the best
newsletter possible!
Thank you!
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Sunday School Scoop—Todd Overbo
It has been a busy couple of months. My apologies for not having anything for the Newsletter last month. During November Lena from CTI (Carpenter’s Tools International) an atlarge ministry of Youth for Christ was here. She shared her year-long, short-term mission
work in the USA and abroad. She said “I love to meet strangers and tell them of the hope I
have.”
On November 11th, Arthur and Terrah Mendoza came to share what was happening in the
Village of Pacachma in Peru. With a new place to meet with the people of the village and
have outreach programs. Their talk was followed by an authentic Peruvian meal with
genuine coffee from Peru.

P (youth)

LEA

Liberty Pole LEAPS helped with the Christmas program. Viroqua LEAPS helped with the Christmas program as well as singing and playing “This Little Light of
Mine” (Christmas version).
And, remember Lent is just around the corner.

UPCOMING “LEAP” YOUTH EVENTS
Wed., Jan. 20th—Ice Skating at the Viroqua Arena
Time: 11-2 p.m.
Cost: $5.00 per person
Need a ride: Todd 632-0454; Pastor Jean 637-7614
Everyone Welcome!
Wednesday, Jan. 20th
Time: 3-5:30 p.m.
Where: Viroqua UMC
What: LEAPS youth group will meet
Sunday, January 31st
“LEAP” Youth will sing during worship
Saturday, February 6th
Time: 4 p.m.—?
Where: Viroqua UMC
What: “LEAP” youth (V) will help with the event
Event: The Big Thing

Deadline for registering is January 15, 2016
Sherry Malone, South West District Office Manager
United Methodist Church
750 Windsor Street
Sun Prairie, WI 53590
608-837-0056

Red Bird Notes
Alternative Gift Suggestions: Give a gift to Red Bird Mission in honor of someone this
Christmas. Send us the address of the person you are honoring along with your gift, and we’ll
send a card with our student artwork notifying them of your gift.
 $15 gift buys Care Package weekend meals for a day for a child in need
 $35 gift educates a student for one day at Red Bird Christian School
 $50 gift provides funds for Community Health Nurse visits to shut-in
 $70 gift feeds an isolated elderly person for one month
 $85 gift pays for a month of Christian preschool

$200 gift covers room and board for one week for a dormitory student
You may also want to consider buying a gift from our online craft shop—
www.crafts.rbmission.org. The recipient will receive a high quality handmade item, and you will
be helping to provide income to one of the artisans in this economically-challenged area. Place
orders by calling 800-898-2709, Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. EST.
Red Bird Mission—70 Queensdale Center—Beverly, KY 40913, 606-598-3155
www.rbmission.org rbm@rbmission.org Advance Project Numbers—Red Bird Clinic #773724
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A Message from Bishop Jung—December 18, 2015
As we Christians prepare to celebrate Christmas, and many others in our world join in holiday festivities, this year is a real time of testing. Daily we hear stories of violence and terror.
People are displaced from their homes and they are unwelcome in many places. There is hurt
and anger and fear all around. Our world feels like a scary, dangerous place. It is hard to rejoice and celebrate when there is so much bad happening.
Perhaps what we need to do this year is seek Magi to join us in our churches. The Magi
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love, and joy that the Christ child promised. They humbled themselves, bowing before the meek
and lowly travelers from Nazareth in the little town of Bethlehem. In the first century, it was no
less dangerous to travel unknown roads or welcome unknown people than it is today. Yet, the
son of God is worth every risk. One Christmas carol sings that “love came down at Christmas,”
but this was not a weak, passive love. The love of God born in Jesus Christ is a love of great
strength and courage. It makes us confident when we are anxious, powerful when we are afraid,
and it allows us to treat strangers as sisters and brothers instead of as potential enemies. Magi,
the wise, understood that the holy and divine is more powerful than the worldly and base.
Today, Magi—wise women and men—can help us to remember that those who wish to destroy and do harm are actually very few. The vast majority of Christians, Jewish people, Muslims, and believers of many other faiths seek peace and justice and harmony. Refugees and the
displaced and dispossessed are not problems to solve or threats to avoid, but brothers and sisters in special need, giving us opportunity to put the love, mercy and compassion of Christ into
action. The wise among us help us not to become confused by the chaos and commotion of our
world, but to seek the One who makes all things new—our Lord of Lords, our Prince of Peace,
our Savior and our Salvation. There is nothing to fear, for Christ will indeed be born again in
each of us this year.
It is very likely that in our world many will be homeless this Christmas. Many will be hungry. Many will grieve the loss of loved ones. Many will be ill, many will be lost, many will be lonely. Sadly, many in our world may feel hopeless. This is a critical time for us. We must not allow
ourselves to reflect the darkness we see in the world around us, but we must let the light of
Christ shine through us, dispelling the darkness, giving hope, and offering aid.
This is a warm winter—we cannot use being frozen as an excuse. Each of our churches
can be a gift to the community and world this Christmas and New Year. We can reach out in
love, welcome the stranger, meet and journey with those in need, and offer the love, grace and
hope of Christ to every person in both body and in spirit.
Grace and Peace
Hee-Soo Jung, PhD
Bishop
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Birthdays
Joyce Funk (LP)

January 1st

Peggy Selin (V)

January 1st

Chuck Mulvaney-Kemp

January 2nd

Tristan Seidel (V)

January 3rd

Veryel Gerdl (V)

January 5th

Mary Hare (V)

January 7th

Tim Zitzner (LP)

January 9th

Landon Ritter-Robson (LP)

January 13th

John Eumurian (V)

January 14th

Joe Funk (LP)

January 16th

Leo Zarnoth (LP)

January 17th

Debra Solverson (LP)

January 18th

Judy Gardner (LP)

January 21st

Debora Hornby (LP)

January 21st

Wade Vikemyr (LP)

January 21st

Hazel Hendrickson (V)

January 22nd

Michael Welch (V)

January 23rd

Liberty Pole UMC

Gregory Cheever (V)

January 25th

December 27th

Tammy Gardner (LP)

January 25th

Craig Starr (V)

January 29th

Ashlyn Davidson

January 30th

Luther & Hazel Hendrickson (V) January 20th

Deaths
Ida Louise Robson
Died 11/29/15
Services were held Saturday, Dec. 5th @
11:00 a.m. at the Liberty Pole United
Methodist Church
Pastor Jean Waldron Officiating

Baptism

Clayton Maurice Thompson
Son of Nicklas and Ashley Thompson

Newsletter Deadline
The deadline for the February newsletter is
January 25th. Please provide your submissions as
early as possible so that we produce the best
newsletter possible!
Thank you!
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The BIG Thing!!!
All-Church FUNdraiser
February 6, 2016
4:00 p.m.—?
The evening will include a Spaghetti Supper, Silent Auction, and Live Auction. While we do hope
to raise a good amount of money to bolster up the church’s general operating fund, we also hope
to raise a good amount of community and fellowship among our congregants and those
nonmembers who join in the fun.
Everyone can be involved! You can donate items for the auction, attend the event – eat
spaghetti and buy things at the auction, help on a committee, and/or invite others to the auction.
We need you all to make this a success!
If you have any questions, please ask one of the members of the Big Thing Planning Committee –
Sonja Bjerkos, Gregory Cheever, Cavan Fang, Kathy Hanson, David Peterson.

CHRISTMAS CAROLING
There were over 19 people and 2 dogs (Bobby and Lucky) that went caroling to Vernon Manor,
Fairhaven, Bethel Home and Maplewood on Sunday December 20th. Afterwards there were refreshments at the Ark.

SPECIAL SUNDAYS IN JANUARY
January 3rd: Epiphany Sunday, H.C. Intinction
January 10th: Baptism of the Lord Sunday with Reaffirmation of Baptismal Vows
January 17th: Installation of officers

Questions.org—New Year’s Resolutions a Christian Should Make
So what sort of New Year’s resolution should a Christian make? Here are some suggestions:
(1) pray to the Lord for wisdom (James 1:5) in regards to what resolutions, if any, He would have
you make; (2) pray for wisdom as to how to fulfill the goals God gives you; (3 ) rely on God’s
strength to help you; (4) find an accountability partner who will help you and encourage you; (5)
don’t become discouraged with occasional failures; instead, allow them to motivate you further;
(6) don’t become proud or vain, but give God the glory. Psalm 37:5-6 says, “Commit your way
to the LORD; trust in him and he will do this: He will make your righteousness shine like the
dawn, the justice of your cause like the noonday sun.”
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Viroqua Trustees Committee Meeting Minutes—Dec. 3rd
Present: Orvice Primmer, Pete Gilman, Pastor Jean, Gregory Cheever, and Angie Hanson
The meeting opened with a prayer by Pastor Jean.
Orvice is to follow up on chairs that are being redone.
The Office light that was humming has been fixed.
The pressure switch on the broiler is acting up.
The committee brainstormed on whether there should be an awning over the front door and back door of
the church.
Next meeting is January 12, 2016. Meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m.

Viroqua United Methodist Women Meeting Minutes, Dec. 8th
The Viroqua United Methodist Women went to Kickapoo Corners for their annual Christmas dinner.
Members signed up for a month in 2016 to hostess the group.
Members of our group were to leave Christmas gifts for Vernon Manor residents at the church library to
be taken by December 16th.
A monetary gift was sent for our Mexican boy who we sponsor.
Books have been bought for the library.
We will be reviving our Program book for 2016.
Dates to Remember:
Jan. 7th—Circle/UMW—UMC lounge—1:30 p.m.– Ardith Olson, Hostess
Jan. Child Fund—Janet Welch
Cookies and Coffee - Hospitality IV

10 New Year’s Resolutions Every Christian Should Make—by: Eric Corpus
1. Resolve to stay faithful to Jesus Christ. He is the on Truth, Way and Life. There’s no reason
to look elsewhere.
2. Resolve to not let anything—a career, a significant other, social media, a house—become an
object of worship.
3. Resolve to watch your language and not speak any destructive talk, especially involving the
name of God.
4. Resolve to prevent burnout by putting aside work one day a week. Trust God to provide for
your needs that day and just enjoy the time He’s given you.
5. Resolve to talk to your parents on a regular basis, and show them love and respect.
6. Resolve to be angry less. Channel any feelings of rage, which Jesus said are as severe as
murder, into worshiping God and serving others.
7. Resolve to honor your commitment to your spouse. Whether in thought or in deed, stay pure
and loyal in the union God made.
8. Resolve to not take anything that’s not yours, including stuff you can hold and put in your
pocket, and plenty that you can’t, like music downloads, streaming movies and hours on your
timecard.
9. Resolve to speak about others only with truth and love, not gossip.
10. Resolve to be content with what you have, and not worry about that others are amassing.

10
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VIROQUA UMC ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL MEETING - Dec. 15th
Members Present: Pastor Jean, Gregory Cheever, Veryel Gerdel, Orvis Primmer, Betty
Ross, Lynn Whitney, David Peterson, Kathy Hanson

Special Thanks
We received a thank you from UMCOR for our gift to support the following missionary and the

The meeting was opened with a devotional reading by Pastor Jean.

ministries of the General Board of Global Ministries:

Pastor Jean commended all who worked on the Sunday School program and the Thanksgiving
Dinner. Both were appreciated by many. She will be meeting with the Youth Coordinators soon
to plan the next activities.

Project #
11865Z
11865Z
11865Z

Worship Committee
The committee has been busy with Thanksgiving and Advent worship. The next meeting is
January 14 at 6:30 pm.
Trustee Committee Report

Project/Missionary/ Name
Paul Lee Webster
Paul Lee Webster
Paul Lee Webster

Country/State
Zambia
Zambia
Zambia

Amount
$ 5.00
38.00
552.00

*For all those who gave food/money to the Food Pantry.
*For all who donated to Toys for Tots.
*For all those who rang the Bell for the Salvation Army.

The altar chairs and kneeling cushions have been recovered. The office light ballast has been
attended to. See minutes in newsletter.

*For all those who gave to the Mitten, Hat, and Scarf Tree.

Finance Committee Report

*For all those who gave to others this Christmas Season!

See the newsletter.

Pastor Jean

Missions Committee Report
All the 2015 money for Paul Webster has been raised. The mitten tree is
in place. Mittens will be given to Toys for Tots.
Care and Nurture Report
Plans were made for the serving of the Fortney meal on December 20. The Finance and Trustees committees are responsible. Everyone thanks Mary Fox for doing such a wonderful job
with sending cards. Ideas for making sure homebound members are visited were shared. More
to come on that.
Education
Sunday School will be held on December 20 and then resume on January 10.
The Big Thing
Folks are reminded that everyone should be involved in the fundraiser in some way. Options
include donating items for the auction, serving on a committee, attending the event, and inviting
others to attend the event.
David made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Greg seconded. The meeting ended with the
Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted by Kathy Hanson.

January Scriptures
Jan. 3 Epiphany
Holy Communion, Intinction
Psalm 72:1-17, rsp. 1 UMH 795
Isaiah 60:1-6
Eph. 3:1-12
Matt. 2:1-12
“Following the Star”
Jan. 10, Baptism of the Lord
Reaffirmation of Baptismal Vows
Psalm 29 UMH 761
Isaiah 43:1-7
Acts 8:14-17
Luke 3:15-22
“Come Holy Spirit, Come”
Jan. 17, 2nd Sunday of Epiphany
Installation of Officers
Psalm 36:5-10 UMH 771
Isaiah 62:1-5
I Corinthians 12:1-11
John 2:1-11
“Do Whatever He tells You”

Jan. 24th, 3rd Sunday of Epiphany
Psalm 19, rsp. 2
UMH 750
Nehemiah 8:1-10
I Corinthians 12:12-31
Luke 4:14-21
“God’s Joy: a Gift of Grace”
Jan. 31st, 4th Sunday of Epiphany
Psalm 71:1-12
UMH 794
Jeremiah 1:4-10
I Corinthians 13:1-13
Luke 4:21-30
“Jesus’ Attitude & Approach”

Date
11/16/2015
11/16/2015
11/16/2015
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John Wesley Quote
REF: http://www.goodreads.com/author/quotes/151350.John Wesley

“Let your words be the genuine picture of your heart.”

(Adapted from an essay by Garrison Keillor)
We make fun of Methodists for their blandness, their excessive calm, their fear of giving offense, their lack of
speed and also for their secret fondness for macaroni and cheese. But nobody sings like them.
If you were to ask an audience in New York City, a relatively Methodistless place, to sing along on the chorus
of “Michael Row the Board Ashore,” they will look daggers at you as if you had asked them to strip to their
underwear. But if you do this among Methodists, they’d smile and row the boat ashore and up on the beach!
And down the road!
Many Methodists are bred from childhood to sing in four-part harmony, a talent that comes from sitting on the
lap of someone singing alto or tenor or bass and hearing the harmonic intervals by putting your little head
against that person’s rib cage. It’s natural for Methodists to sing in harmony. We are too modest to be
soloists, too worldly to sing in unison. When you’re singing in the key of C and you slide into the A7th and
D7th chords, all two hundred of you, it’s an emotionally fulfilling moment. By our joining in harmony, we somehow promise that we will not forsake each other.
I do believe this: People, these Methodists, who love to sing in four-part harmony are the sort of people you
could call up when you’re in deep distress. If you are dying, they will comfort you. If you are lonely, they’ll talk
to you. And if you are hungry, they’ll give you tuna salad!
Methodists believe in prayer, but would practically die if asked to pray out loud.

The Cross & The Flame is published monthly by the
Viroqua and Liberty Pole United Methodist Churches
for our congregation and friends. We welcome you
with open hearts, open arms and open doors.

VIROQUA UMC/OFFICE
221 S. Center Ave.
Viroqua, W I 54665
Phone: 608-637-3551
Fax: 608-638-6351
Email: info@ViroquaUMC.org
www.ViroquaUMC.org

OFFICE HOURS

9:00 a.m . - 1:00 p.m. Monday & W ednesday
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday
9:00 a.m. - Noon on Thursday & Friday

LIBERTY POLE UMC
S 6759 St. Hwy. 27
Viroqua, W I 54665
Phone: 608-675-3630

STAFF

Jean W aldron, Pastor
Parsonage Phone: 608-637-7614
Pastor’s Direct Line: 608-638-7627
Email: jeanlwaldron@gmail.com
Kristin Potochick, Secretary
Office Phone: 608-637-3551
Email: info@ViroquaUMC.org

Viroqua UMC Service Assistants
Ushers
Jan. 3rd - Gregg & Mary Cheever
Jan. 10th - Veryl & Lorraine Gerdl
Jan. 17th - Aaron & Angie Hanson
Jan. 24th - Jerry Schroeder/Gloria Freilinger
Jan. 31st - Minie Hirschfield/Joanne Hornby
Greeters
Jan. 3rd - Annabel McGarry
Jan. 10th - David Peterson
Jan. 17th - Dan Casper
Jan. 24th - Shirley Gilman
Jan. 31st - Jolene Gudgeon
Liturgist - Layne Hanson

Methodists like to sing, except when confronted with a new hymn or a hymn with more than four stanzas.
Methodists believe their pastors will visit them in the hospital, even if they don’t notify them that they are there.
Methodists usually follow the official liturgy and will feel it is their way of suffering for their sins.
Methodists believe in miracles and even expect miracles, especially during their stewardship visitation
programs or when passing the plate.
Methodists think that the Bible forbids them from crossing the aisle while passing the peace.
Methodists drink coffee as if it were the Third Sacrament.
Methodists feel guilty for not staying to clean up after their own wedding reception in the Fellowship Hall.
Methodists are wiling to pay up to one dollar for a meal at church.
Methodists still serve Jell-O in the proper liturgical color of the season and think that peas in a tuna noodle
casserole adds too much color.

Liberty Pole UMC Service Assistants
Ushers/Greeters
Jan. 3rd - Paul & Judy Erickson
Jan. 10th - Paul & Judy Erickson
Jan. 17th - Brian & Bryce Funk
Jan. 24th - Brian & Bryce Funk
Jan. 31st - Brian & Bryce Funk
Liturgist - Sandy Marohl

Methodists believe that it is OK to poke fun at themselves and never take themselves too seriously.
And finally, you know you are a Methodist when: It’s 100 degrees, with 90% humidity, and you still have coffee
after the service. You hear something really funny during the sermon and smile as loudly as you can. Donuts
are a line item in the church budget, just like coffee. When you watch a Star Wars movie and they say, “May
the Force be with you,” and you respond, “and also with you.”
And lastly, it takes ten minutes to say good-bye!
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January 2016 EVENTS
January Calendar enclosed

Viroqua UMC offers 2 Sunday school classes from
9:00 am - 10:00 am
Prayer Meeting, every Thursday - 1:15 pm

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE

January 2016

Dear Friends,
With a “New Year” upon us, let us look to Scripture to
give us hope. From the Old Testament: Isaiah 40:30-31
states, “ Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men
stumble and fall; but those who hope in the Lord will renew
their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will
run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”
Isaiah 43:19 states, “ See, I am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland.” Jeremiah 29:11 states, “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Ezekiel 11:19 states, “I will give
them an undivided heart and put a new spirit in them; I will remove from them their heart of stone and
give them a heart of flesh.” Micah 7:7 states, “But as for me, I watch in hope for the Lord, I wait for
God my Savior; my God will hear me.”
From the New Testament: 2 Corinthians 5:17 states, “ Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,
he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! Romans 8:18 states, “I consider that our
present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.” Romans 5:5
states, “ And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our
hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.” 1 Peter 1:3 states, “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” Revelation 21:5 states, “ He who was seated on the
throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”
May 2016 be filled with the grace of God. Hope will prevail. A Happy and Hopeful New Year
to all of you, Pastor Jean

Liberty Pole United Methodist Church– 9:00 A.M.
Viroqua United Methodist Church– 10:30 A.M.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Liberty Pole UMC– 9:15 A.M.
Viroqua UMC– Adults-9:00 A.M., Children-10:45 A.M.

Viroqua & Liberty Pole United Methodist Churches Mission Statement
The Viroqua & Liberty Pole United Methodist Churches exist for the purpose of carrying out Christ’s Great Commission by
enabling all who come to personally know the joy of God’s love and forgiveness and to lovingly share this joy in the
fellowship of the church and in reaching people throughout the world.

